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 WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE 
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation 

500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179 
Oxford, NJ 07863 

 
 

October 7, 2024 
 

MINUTES 
 

Call to Order: Mr. Lee III opened the meeting at 5:42PM. 

Roll Call: 

Members Present: Charles Fineran, Tim Roth, Paul Tarlowe, Dave Detrick, Jim Lee III  

Members Absent: Randy Piazza Sr. 

Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy, Kim Barnes 

Minutes: Mr. Fineran motioned to approve the 9/9/24 meeting minutes as is, seconded by Mr. 
Roth. All voted in favor. Minutes accepted. 

Public Comment (on agenda items): None 

Correspondence/Communication: None   

Bills & Budget: There is still just over $2,000 left to spend before December. Ms. Roy could 
not estimate better for the cost of the interpretive panels (Lock 10, Morris Canal Way, and 
Campbell House) because she does not know the size of the panels that Joe Macasek 
(MacGraphics) is working on. Mr. Lee III said Jim Lee Jr. has been working on the Plane 10 
interpretive panels with Joe. Mr. Detrick said the panel for Steve’s Café is on the list for this 
year and that Mr. Lee Jr. has a good Canal Way photo to use. The Campbell House panel is 
done and will be fabricated when the others are also ready for fabrication. Mr. Lee III stated 
they need to make the decision on anything else they want to purchase because it needs to be 
purchased in October. Suggestions were the main Morris Canal Greenway brochure (needs to 
be edited first), a brochure rack and printing a new sign at the bottom of Plane 9, and any 
planting that needs to be done. Ms. Roy asked to be provided the sizes of the interpretive 
panels so she can get a better fabrication estimate from Mixed Media. Mr. Detrick said the 
Campbell House and Morris Canal Way signs will be full size and go in the kiosks, so they do 
not need to be aluminum. A draft proposal received in the spring for Plane 10W showed a 
kiosk with a full size interpretive panel and three 24x18 panels. She needs confirmation. Mr. 
Detrick will confirm it with Mr. Lee Jr. Mr. Fineran also suggested a backup plan of purchasing 
kiosks or benches from the Parks Foundation to have on hand so that all funds in the budget 
are spent. Kiosks cost $600 from the Parks Foundation. Mr. Detrick thinks there are two 
vertical and two horizontal kiosks that are already built and available.  
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Mr. Detrick said top priority should be getting the Morris Canal Greenway brochures edited and 
printed. Ms. Roy said one of the edits should be choosing a new photo showing a county-
owned property for the front of the brochure. 

(Mr. Lee III suggested jumping ahead to New Business to review the site plan for #93 Route 
31, Washington.) 

New Business: 

The Planning Dept. shared a site plan of #93 Route 31, Washington with the MCC for their 
review and comment. Ms. Roy shared the map showing the existing conditions on her screen. 
Mr. Lee III said there is a large amount of fill in the basin on top of where the railyard was. It 
was a coal basin that was filled in when they built the warehouse. The property is next to what 
was the American Can facility and Mike’s Auto Body. Ms. Roy thinks this is the property that 
was offered to the county years ago, but the MCC turned it down because it was land locked 
and offered no value to interpreting the canal. A warehouse was built on the property. They are 
redoing the building, finishing the parking lot, and need to install two outfall drains that will 
drain off the parking lot into what was the coal basin. The plans do not show what the county 
regulations stipulate, as far as showing the canal boundary and corridor. The MCC agreed that 
they should be required to follow the county regulations and delineate the canal. 

Reports of Officers and Committees: 

Land Preservation Project Updates: 

Phillipsburg: Nothing to report. 

Pohatcong: Nothing to report. 

Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street: 

Mr. Lee III saw some people walking on the trail from Sycamore Landing to Plane 10 West. It 
was nice to see that they looked like they were there specifically for the canal. 

Mr. Detrick met with the Eagle Scout (and his father) who will be rebuilding a bridge at Plane 
10 West to go over his plan. They began the demo of the old bridge yesterday. They will 
fabricate the new bridge at their house and install once all the pieces are ready. The scout is 
selling his farm-raised potatoes as part of his fund-raising for the project. 

Strykers Road:  

Ms. Roy said the Youth Corps is maintaining it on schedule. She thinks all the wood will need a 
stain treatment, if not this fall, then by spring. 

Port Warren/Plane 9 West:  

Mr. Lee III said the county put a chain-link fence around the bridge with a gate at one end. 
(The bridge was deemed unsafe.) He has to drive around to get his mail or possibly walk over 
Ken Miller’s bridge and then walk down the road. He asked if the county is buying Mr. Miller’s 
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property. Ms. Roy reported that the county has a contract with Mr. Miller to buy it. There are 
areas of environmental concern that have to be dealt with.      

Ms. Roy said she should be finishing the project authorization for the turbine improvements, 
the timber replacement, and the headwall and tailrace exit sidewalls soon. She put all the 
documents in a drop box account for Mr. Lee III to review. 

The TAP grant for the trails is hung up in state review. There has been no new update on the 
most recent application for the bridge connecting the bottom of Plane 9 to the other side of the 
road. 

Bread Lock Park:  

The county gave the Warren County Parks Foundation (WCPF) a deadline of the end of 
October to make a decision on the direction they are taking the museum – the front of the shop 
building at Bread Lock Park or relocating to Washington Twp.. Mr. Detrick said the WCPF is in 
the process of cleaning its belongings out of the front part of the shop. They have started to 
disassemble and pack up some of the museum items. Washington Twp. needs to resolve 
some legal issues before they can give permission for the WCPF to set up the museum at the 
house on Meadow Breeze Lane. Mr. Detrick said it is a good location with lots of room, public 
access, and it is along the canal. If Washington Twp. cannot resolve their issues, then the 
WCPF will let the county decide what to do with the models in the front of the shop. There was 
discussion about the pool (now filled in) at the Meadow Breeze Lane house that was right in 
the canal. The space in the house for the trolley display would require cutting fourteen inches 
off the display.  

Ms. Roy shared a picture of the new fenced in area behind the Bread Lock Park shop.     

Port Colden/Plane 6 West:  

Transportation for the tour will be a caravan of personal cars. Mr. Detrick said there was some 
discussion about it being a walking tour. His wife had developed a walking tour at Port Colden. 
Mr. Detrick said the tour dates could be 11/16, 11/17, 11/23, or 11/24. It would depend on 
people’s schedules and the availability of the Port Colden Schoolhouse. The old church might 
be a possibility for the tour, too. 

Mr. Tarlowe had asked about opening the Port Colden trail up to the public since the panels 
were installed. When the MCC asked permission to install the interpretive panels at this site, it 
was noted that would not mean opening the site up to the public at this time. It is land locked 
and there are legal issues with the driveway. The MCC was given special permission for the 
tour. Mr. Detrick said there were two property purchases in the works when the panels were 
created, but they fell through. Mr. Tierney continues to do outreach to the surrounding 
landowners. 

Port Murray: Mr. Roth said Nina is doing a great job maintaining the towpath.  

Florence Kuipers: Nothing to report. 
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Bilby Road: Nothing to report. 

Projects:   

Mr. Lee III stated he still has not contacted the webmaster to review what can be done with the 
current website (exploremorriscanal.org) for the Myra Snook tribute and other expanded virtual 
content. He will try to get it done this year. 

The Morris Canal Greenway brochure needs to be edited and printed.  

Events/Education/Public Awareness:   

The Plane 6 West tour is being planned, as previously discussed. 

The History Trail weekend is November 2 & 3. Mr. Roth will be at the canal boat replica at 
Bread Lock Park on that Sunday. Mr. Lee III said he will try to stop out to help. 

Ms. Roy asked about a hike that was posted for 10/18 at Bread Lock Park. Mr. Roth said the 
WCPF had their annual luncheon this past Saturday and just made the hike part of the 
luncheon. 

The Warren County Bicentennial Gala will be on 11/12 at 6pm at David’s Country Inn. Ticket 
sales have been very good. 

Ms. Roy and Ms. Barnes received an email from Ron Rice about corrections that need to be 
made to the (warrenparks) website. 

Public Comment: None.   

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on November 4, 2024 at 5:30PM 
(November 11th is Veterans Day).  

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Mr. Roth. All voted in favor. Meeting adjourned at 6:44PM. 

          Respectfully Submitted, 

          Kim Barnes 

          Staff Representative  
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