WARREN COUNTY
BOARD OF RECREATION COMMISSIONERS
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

September 10, 2024
Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Helbing called the meeting to order at 5:00pm.

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT: Mr. Helbing read the Open Public Meeting Notice.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:

Members Present: Mike Helbing, Charles Fineran, Michael Margulies, John Trontis (left
at 6:04pm), Tom Lizzi, & Bill Hann

Members Not Present: none

Staff Present: Corey Tierney, Kim Barnes

MINUTES:

The General Session meeting minutes from August 13, 2024 were reviewed. Mr. Hann,
seconded by Mr. Trontis, motioned to approve the minutes. Mr. Margulies abstained, as
he was not present at that meeting. All other members voted in favor. General Session
minutes approved.

Mr. Trontis made a motion to approve the Executive Session minutes from August 13,
2024, seconded by Mr. Fineran. Mr. Margulies abstained, as he was not present at that
meeting. All other members voted in favor. Executive Session minutes approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT (related to agenda items): None
CORRESPONDENCE: None

REPORT OF COMMITTEES:

Morris Canal Committee — Mr. Fineran gave a summary of last night's MCC meeting.
There is an Eagle Scout project in the works to repair a bridge at Plane 10/Lock St. The
Plane 9 bridge is going to be unusable for quite some time, possibly four years, having
been deemed unsafe for both vehicles and pedestrians. Mr. Fineran shared the news that
Jim Lee Jr. resigned from the MCC during the meeting last night.

Mr. Helbing asked Mr. Tierney if anything was discussed with installing a Bailey bridge
over the existing bridge. Mr. Tierney stated the Dept. of Public Works, Engineering, and
the County Bridge Dept. are all working on it. They do have a temporary pedestrian bridge
and are looking at the required permits for it.



The mold remediation in the basement of the Bread Lock Park museum was completed.
Test results came back clear for the basement, but the main floor access is limited with
masks. The front of the cabinet shop is slated to be renovated into a new museum space
over the winter. Once that is renovated, we can move the museum collection into that
space. Best-case scenario is that it would open in the spring. When the collection is
moved out of the current museum building, that building can be renovated into the nature
center. The dimensions of the models and exhibits of the existing museum items were
provided to the architect. The mold remediation specialist thinks there is potential to use
trained volunteers and a HEPA vacuum to clean the items. The other consideration is
space. The largest model in the museum is the trolley model. The architect will determine
where the displays will fit and to have the floor plan flow chronologically. The Warren
County Parks Foundation owns most of the museum collection. They are in talks with
Washington Township about a new museum space. Their decision on the new location
of the museum will be based on the most sustainable option.

Warren Heritage Scenic Byway — Mr. Fineran will be the Morris Canal Committee
representative on the Scenic Byway Committee. Mr. Trontis shared the details of the D&R
Canal State Park & Commission’s 501" Anniversary Celebration this Saturday, 9/14. The
next meeting of the Scenic Byway Committee is virtual on 10/21 at 10am. The Warren
County Planning Dept. has taken the lead on hiring a firm to revise the Byway Corridor
Management Plan to include all three segments of the byway. Signs with the Byway logo
will need to be installed along the way.

Warren Highlands Trail — No change since the last report. There are only two
meetings per year. The last meeting was 3/22 and the next one is 10/18 at the State
Parks Service Central Region Office. It will be a trail partners’ meeting, not open to the
public. The Warren Highlands Trail Committee is also meeting with the Youth Corps on
9/30. Mr. Helbing was happy to see someone has been maintaining the trails besides
him.

Mr. Lizzi said he has been focusing on the True property and marking its boundaries
and posting county signs before working on the new trail extension above Brass Castle
Rd. that will connect Oxford Mountain NRA and Roaring Rock Park.

Mr. Helbing shared news of the 9/11 National Memorial Trail ribbon cutting at the
Columbia Wildlife Management Area. It is the re-opening of the Liberty-Water Gap Trail
section.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

Move Summer Concerts from Shippen Manor to Bread Lock Park — Mr. Tierney

stated the County receives funding from the State Council on the Arts. This money is
used to in part to fund the summer concerts that have been held at Shippen Manor. The



State Council on the Arts has partnered with the Theatre Alliance of NJ and has
authorized them to evaluate ADA standards and the compliance of grant recipients. They
think Shippen Manor does not meet ADA accessibility standards. The County disagrees.
Most of the Shippen Manor audience is older. Handicap parking is provided at the top of
the hill and if desired, they can stay in their car to watch and listen. However, most
concertgoers park on the street and walk up. Mr. Tierney is asking for feedback from the
Board about potentially moving the summer concert series to Bread Lock Park, which has
more parking and no steep hill. Most of the Board felt that only some concerts should be
moved to Bread Lock Park, not all. Because the concerts have been at Shippen Manor
for so many years and there are many Oxford residents that walk there for the concerts,
it would upset too many residents to relocate the entire concert series. The concerts at
Shippen are great for culture in Oxford, highlighting Shippen and the Oxford Mountain
Trail, and helping the Oxford economy. There was discussion about the triangular
property that sits in front of Shippen Manor along Wall St.

Special Use Permits —

o OK4WD requested permission to hold their annual fall Trucks & Coffee event at
Bread Lock Park on Saturday, 10/19 from 8:30am - 12:30pm. A motion to approve
the permit was made by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Mr. Hann. Mr. Trontis
abstained from voting. All others voted in favor. Permit approved.

e Warren County Parks Foundation requested permission to hold their annual
member luncheon in the barn at Bread Lock Park on 10/5 from 11am - 2pm. Mr.
Margulies made a motion to approve the permit, seconded by Mr. Trontis. All voted
in favor. Permit approved.

Administrator’s Reports — Mr. Tierney shared the following reports with the board:
Acquisitions, Maintenance & Improvements, and Park Programs.

e ACQUISITIONS -

o The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has obtained some additional funding and
is entering into an agreement with the seller of the “Ullman 2 property in
Knowlton Twp. (188 acres). Warren County has a donation agreement with
TNC that the attorney is reviewing.

o Mr. Tierney projected a map of the prospective Bukiet property in
Independence Twp. It consists of 37 acres that almost ties into Mt. Rascal.
The Hackery Brook (aka Hatchery Brook) flows through the property. It was
referred to Green Acres, but NJ Fish & Wildlife was not interested in
purchasing it because it is along Route 46. The property has potential
connectivity and would protect the watershed. Mr. Helbing would like to see
if other partners would be interested, like the Land Conservancy or TNC.
Mr. Trontis made the motion for Mr. Tierney to explore partnerships with
non-profit organizations, seconded by Mr. Lizzi. All voted in favor. Motion
passed.

o The second property for preliminary discussion was 65 Wishing Well Rd,
Knowlton Twp. The asking price for the 207 acres is $3.3 million. It adjoins



the Ullman property that TNC will be purchasing and hopefully donating to
Warren County. It is near Worthington State Forest, the Delaware Water
Gap, Camp Taylor, and the Lakota Wolf Preserve. The forested property is
important ecologically. There's the possibility to partner with other
organizations on preserving this property. Mr. Trontis suggested Mr.
Tierney speak to Green Acres. Mr. Fineran made a motion to support
exploring this property further for potential acquisition, seconded by Mr.
Lizzi. All voted in favor. Motion passed. (Mr. Trontis left the meeting at
6:02pm.) Mr. Hann calculated $3.3 million divided by 207 acres works out
to be approximately $16,000/acre. Mr. Tierney said it is high, but not out of
the ballpark because the site has improvements. It has an airstrip and
buildings that could be subdivided or put to use, although Mr. Tierney didn't
think the County would want an airstrip.

MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENTS — Mr. Tierney provided a list of maintenance
and improvements for the parks.

PARK PROGRAMS - There is a Moonlight Paddle at White Lake on Tuesday,
9/17. Jennifer Correa-Kruegel, Warren County Park Naturalist, has a number of
programs coming up as listed on the report.

Mr. Margulies asked for the History Trail to be put on the agenda next month since it is
on Nov. 2-3.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

NEXT MEETING: The next Board of Recreation Commissioners meeting will be on
Tuesday, October 8, 2024.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Mr. Margulies motioned to adjourn
the meeting, seconded by Mr. Fineran. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 6:14pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kim Barnes, Clerk
Warren County Land Preservation Dept.
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