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 WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE 
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation 

500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179 
Oxford, NJ 07863 

 
 

September 9, 2024 
 

MINUTES 
 

Call to Order: Mr. Lee III opened the meeting at 5:31PM. 

Roll Call: 

Members Present: Charles Fineran, Tim Roth, James Lee III, James Lee Jr., Paul Tarlowe, 
Dave Detrick  

Members Absent: Randy Piazza Sr. 

Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy, Kim Barnes 

Minutes: Mr. Fineran motioned to approve the 7/8/24 meeting minutes as is (the August 
meeting was cancelled). Mr. Lee III seconded. Mr. Roth abstained from voting since he did not 
attend the meeting on 7/8. All other members present voted in favor. Minutes accepted. 

Public Comment (on agenda items): None 

Correspondence/Communication: None   

Bills & Budget: There is still about $2,000 left to spend before December. Ms. Roy couldn’t 
estimate better for the cost of the interpretive panels (Lock 10, Morris Canal Way, and 
Campbell House) because she doesn’t know the size of the panels that Joe is working on. Mr. 
Roth suggested installing a green and white Warren County Parks sign at the Mt. Rascal trail 
because there is no trailhead sign there. There was a Warren County Parks sign at Hoffman 
Rd. that Mr. Detrick had moved closer to the road. A neighbor complained about it, so it was 
relocated. Corey Tierney makes the decision on where to place those signs, so it just needs to 
be run by him. Mr. Tierney met with the landowner today and worked with the Youth Corps to 
install it in a new location.  Mr. Lee III stated that they need to get the panels completed to be 
billed by November.  He and Mr. Lee II will do the panels for the café and the canal way. 

Reports of Officers and Committees: 

Land Preservation Project Updates: 

Phillipsburg: 

Mr. Lee III said he saw news about the development in the old dump where they want to put 
houses. Whoever develops that site is going to have deal with a large decontamination 
remediation issue. 
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Pohatcong: 

With football games starting up and cars filling the parking area, there are a lot of people 
seeing the new sign.  

Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street: 

Ms. Roy gave an update on the Eagle Scout who will be rebuilding a bridge at Plane 10 West 
in the queen-post style. He needs to amend his fundraising policy agreement before he can 
get started. 

Strykers Road:  

There was more storm damage where the trail crossing is. The county and the municipality 
worked together to repair it because this time it was undercutting the pavement. It started 
when they did all the parking for the line project, badly altering the drainage coming down the 
road.  

The application for the TAP Grant for the area between Strykers Rd. and Port Warren has 
been submitted.  

Port Warren/Plane 9 West:  

Ms. Roy read a statement from Corey Tierney regarding the bridges at Port Warren. The Miller 
and Plane 9 bridges have been deemed unsafe for both vehicular and pedestrian use and will 
remain closed. Years ago, there was a condition in the subdivision approval restricting the 
entrance to Port Warren Park at Thomas Carling Drive to be pedestrian only to prevent 
increased traffic in the neighborhood. However, that is being used as an emergency entrance 
because it is presently the only accessible entrance to the park.  

The design of the new bridge (across from Overlook Dr.) is complete with some permits 
obtained. It was not designed to be a pedestrian bridge as there are no plans for sidewalks on 
it. According to the State, based on Phase II findings of artifacts where the tailrace empties, a 
Phase III archaeological investigation is now required. This could take a couple years to 
complete. The current permit is good for five years and we are in year three. Because state 
regulations have changed, the bridge will likely need to be redesigned to meet the new 
regulations. The County’s Engineering Department estimates it will take about five more years 
before the new bridge is completed. Until then, to provide some level of access to the site we 
are looking at creating some parking along Route 519, installing a temporary pedestrian 
bridge, and obtaining the right to use the Thomas Carling Drive entrance as a temporary main 
entrance.    

Mr. Lee III expressed their disappointment with the bridge closure as it disrupts the plans for a 
Greenway.    

Mr. Lee III asked about getting the timber replacement and turbine repair jobs completed while 
the park is not fully accessible. Ms. Roy said they are still active jobs. She is working on the 
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Project Authorization and the turbine improvements, the timber replacement, and the headwall 
and tailrace exit sidewalls will be combined into one project. 

Mr. Lee III suggested using the next month to come up with ideas to get people in to Plane 9 
via the Thomas Carling Drive entrance so that tours of the turbine can still be offered.  He 
reported that people often stop at the entrance and when they see him, ask when the site will 
be reopened.  He suggested the more informative signage be provided at the entrance. 

Mr. Lee II asked about the costs to date for the new bridge and expressed his opinion that 
there is no need for such a large bridge since the existing bridge has provided access for many 
years.  He feels some other kind of bridge would be adequate for access.  Ms. Roy explained 
that the bridge design was driven by State standards.  

Mr. Lee III stated that the biggest disappointment in having the bridge condemned, the 
engineer has prevented them from repair the bridge at all, even for pedestrian use.  Mr. Lee Jr. 
feels it was in mean spirit by the Bridge Dept. to wrap the bridge, preventing Mr. Lee III from 
even walking his garbage across it and it is ridiculous.   

Mr. Lee Jr. announced this is his last meeting. He is resigning from the Morris Canal 
Committee. He feels the County is not supportive, doing away with years of work at Bread 
Lock Park, and the MCC is not asked for an opinion on anything. He feels the support pillar 
that was added to the Plane 9 bridge has wrecked it because it catches all the debris.   

Mr. Lee III said he understands the County is bound to follow the State bridge standards and 
the engineers are the paid licensed consultants. He would really like to see the bridge at the 
bottom of Plane 9 be saved at least as a pedestrian bridge so there can be a greenway. 

Mr. Fineran said a temporary pedestrian bridge should be installed at the very least.  He feels 
that washouts are not an issue.   

Mr. Detrick and Mr. Roth suggested the type of bridge installed at Bilby Road. 

Ms. Roy said there has been no movement on the TAP grant for the Plane 9 walkways and 
ramp. 

Bread Lock Park:  

Ms. Roy read a statement from Mr. Tierney on the mold remediation at Bread Lock Park and 
the museum. The basement test results came back clear. The main floor remains closed to the 
public. Volunteers and staff may enter with the Land Preservation Dept. Director’s permission, 
as long as masks are worn. The plan is to renovate the front of the cabinet shop into a new 
museum space over the winter. Once done, the museum items can be moved into the new 
space. Once the collection is moved out of the current museum building, that building will be 
renovated into the nature center. 

The mold remediation specialist thinks there is potential to use trained volunteers and a HEPA 
vacuum to clean the items. The other consideration is space. The largest model in the 
museum is the trolley model. The architect will determine where the displays will fit and to have 
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the floor plan flow chronologically. Mr. Tierney is currently more optimistic they can find a way 
to fit all or nearly all of the models and exhibits. However, if not all the models can be 
accommodated in that space, the Parks Foundation will have to decide if they move select 
items or all items to another location. Most of the models and exhibits in the museum belong to 
the Parks Foundation. 

Mr. Detrick said he was originally told the County was not interested in most of the museum 
collection. He has been pursuing museum space in Washington Twp. Washington Twp. is very 
interested in the collection and is trying to work out details for a facility. The priority will be 
which situation offers the best sustainability.  Mr. Lee III noted that it would be the decision of 
the Parks Foundation to determine where the collection will go and not up to the Morris Canal 
Committee. 

Mr. Roth will be stationed at the canal boat at Bread Lock Park for the History Trail on Sunday, 
Nov. 3rd.  Mr. Lee II said he might be able to help for a couple of hours. 

Port Colden/Plane 6 West:  

Mr. Detrick said they cleaned the brush up quite a bit during a workday at Port Colden.  

Ms. Roy reached out to the County Transportation Coordinator for a van or shuttle for a tour in 
October. Ms. Roy asked her how many passengers be accommodated in a county vehicle 
without going to a charter bus and the rules for who drives the vehicle (has to be a county 
employee). The Coordinator had questions on the route, if any ADA accommodations will be 
needed, and the time of the tour (9am-noon). Mr. Detrick said once those details are 
confirmed, he will arrange for the Port Colden Schoolhouse to be open. He said he would 
check the timeline to see if Port Murray could also be added to the tour. 

Port Murray: 

Ms. Roy reported she would get an update on the maps at tomorrow’s meeting with the 
Planning Dept.  

Florence Kuipers:  

Nothing to report. 

Bilby Road:  

Mr. Roth reported regular maintenance and noted the Youth Corps’ quick response when trees 
are down.  

Projects:   

Mr. Lee III stated he still has not contacted the webmaster to review what can be done with the 
current website (exploremorriscanal.org) for the Myra Snook tribute and other expanded virtual 
content. He will try to get it done this year. 
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Ms. Roy reminded the Committee that another project on the list is editing the Morris Canal 
Greenway brochure. Updating and printing the brochure could eat up a chunk of the budget 
balance. Mr. Lee III said he would work on it. 

Ms. Roy said the potential project list also includes building out a website for virtual tours. 

Events/Education/Public Awareness:   

The History Trail weekend is November 2 & 3. As discussed earlier, Mr. Roth will be at the 
canal boat replica at Bread Lock Park on that Sunday.  Ms. Roy thanked Mr. Roth for handling 
planning this project in her absence. 

Public Comment:  Ms. Barnes shared news of the Warren County Bicentennial Gala being 
held on 11/12 at 6pm at David’s Country Inn to celebrate the creation of Warren County. The 
public is invited. Tickets, which include a buffet dinner, are $25 before 10/1, then $35 until 
11/1.  

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on October 7, 2024 at 5:30PM (October 
14 is Columbus Day).  

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Mr. Roth. All voted in favor. Meeting adjourned at 6:24PM. 

          Respectfully Submitted, 

          Kim Barnes 

          Staff Representative  
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