WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

July 8, 2024
MINUTES

Call to Order: Mr. Lee Ill opened the meeting at 5:37PM.
Roll Call:

Members Present: Charles Fineran, James Lee Ill, James Lee Jr., Dave Detrick, Paul
Tarlowe (joined meeting at 5:40PM)

Members Absent: Tim Roth, Randy Piazza Sr.
Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy, Kim Barnes

Minutes: Mr. Fineran motioned to approve the 6/10/24 meeting minutes as is. Mr. Lee Jr.
seconded. All members voted in favor, minutes accepted.

Public Comment (on agenda items): None
Correspondence/Communication: None
Bills & Budget: No change

Reports of Officers and Committees:
Land Preservation Project Updates:
Phillipsburg:

No updates

Pohatcong:

No updates

Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street:

Mr. Lee Jr. asked for help cleaning up downed trees on county property across the creek by
the stone bridge on east side of Lock St. He has been mowing around the downed trees. (Mr.
Tarlowe joined the meeting at 5:40.) Mr. Lee Il will send pictures to Ms. Roy. Ms. Roy said the
Youth Corps is backed up from storm damage, but it will be put on the list.

Ms. Roy met with an Eagle Scout about a project to repair bridges at the pocket park at Plane
10. The scout will work with Mr. Detrick on this project and Mr. Lee Jr. and Mr. Lee IIl will be
the ones he should contact about the site.



The Youth Corps has the Lock St. trail on their list to clear once in the spring and once in the
fall.

Strykers Road:

The area from the field road down to the field that goes off to the trail head on Strykers Rd. on
the west side washed out badly, undercutting the pavement. The county worked with the
municipality to repair it as it was endangering the road.

Port Warren/Plane 9 West:
There is a TAP Grant for the area between Strykers Rd. and Port Warren.

Ms. Roy read a statement from Corey Tierney regarding the new bridge (across from Overlook
Dr.). According to the State, based on Phase Il findings, a Phase Il archaeological
investigation may now be required. It could be another 3 years before the bridge is installed.

Ms. Roy described the County’s current RTAP Grant project. The project limits are from the
Youth Corps Farms to the area past waste weir where the ISTEA project ended. The project is
for engineering and design to construct a trail, a bridge over the waste weir includes
engineering and a bridge over the Lopatcong Creek. The trail segment is approximately 0.5
miles in length. It is a little over $1 million grant and is being submitted possibly tomorrow.

The ramp behind Plane 9’s tender’s house is the prior TAP grant. There will be three active
TAP grants in total once the new application is submitted.

Ms. Roy read another statement from Mr. Tierney regarding the existing Plane 9 bridge. There
was a meeting on-site on June 25 with multiple departments to determine next steps to take
with regard to restoring access to Port Warren Park. Van Cleef Engineering will be asked to
assess the bridge for vehicle and/or pedestrian access.

The Port Warren driveway was washed out again. Ms. Roy reported K&A Paving would be
taking care of it.

The tailrace/headwall project will now include the timber project. Ms. Roy is working on project
authorization.

Mr. Lee lll is going to send a picture of a bad branch of a walnut tree and asked if Tree King
can take care of that when get the fallen pine tree. Getting the equipment in for the pine tree
may be an issue.

Mr. Lee lll also said there were about fifteen people from the Youth Corps that were given a
tour of Plane 9 today.

Bread Lock Park:

We are waiting on the results from the latest round of mold testing. If results are negative, that
means the basement is clean and they can start on the main floor.

The Warren County Bicentennial Summer Concert will be held at BLP on Saturday, 7/13.
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Port Colden/Plane 6 West:

Mr. Detrick asked Mr. Tierney about a tour of Port Colden. Mr. Tierney would prefer the use of
a van and would have to check into using a county van.

Port Murray:

The panels have been installed and shown in a Facebook post. The planning dept. is working
on a map to put into the main kiosk at the Hoffman Road parking lot.

Florence Kuipers: There are trees down that have been added to Youth Corps’ list.
Bilby Road:

No updates

Projects:

Mr. Lee lll stated he still has not contacted the webmaster to review what can be done with the
current website (exploremorriscanal.org) for the Myra Snook tribute and other expanded virtual
content.

Events/Education/Public Awareness:
Mr. Fineran said the Delaware River Sojourn tabling event on 6/17 went well.
The plan is to have a walking tour of Plane 6W in the fall.

The Warren County Bicentennial Summer Concert will be held at BLP on Saturday, 7/13. The
Parks Foundation will be hanging the Schisler canal paintings in the barn.

Ms. Roy shared a picture of Washington BID’s new historic marker noting the location of Port
Washington at Myrtle Ave & Route 31.

The History Trail weekend is November 2 & 3. Mr. Lee lll told the organizers that Plane 9 West
would not be open or participating. There was discussion on including Bread Lock Park on the
History Trail, even though the museum is closed. The site still has the replica canal boat, lock
tender’s house foundation, and Storybook Trail. It was decided to leave Bread Lock Park on
the list and in the coming months, they will see if someone can be present at the site.

Public Comment: None
Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on August 12, 2024 at 5:30PM.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran made a motion to adjourn the
meeting, seconded by Mr. Detrick. All voted in favor. Meeting adjourned at 6:20PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Barnes

Staff Representative
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