WARREN COUNTY
BOARD OF RECREATION COMMISSIONERS
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

June 11, 2024
Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Helbing called the meeting to order at 5:06pm.

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT: Mr. Helbing read the Open Public Meeting Notice.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:

Members Present: Mike Helbing, Charles Fineran, John Trontis, and Bill Hann
Members Not Present: Michael Margulies

Staff Present: Corey Tierney, Kim Barnes

There are two regular vacancies and two vacant alternative seats on the BORC.

MINUTES:

The meeting minutes from May 14, 2024 were reviewed. Mr. Hann asked for one
correction of a misspelled word and then motioned to approve the minutes. Mr. Fineran
seconded the motion. All voted in favor to approve minutes, except Mr. Trontis who
abstained because he was not at that meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT (related to agenda items): None
CORRESPONDENCE: None

REPORT OF COMMITTEES:

Morris Canal Committee — Mr. Fineran said the topic of the properties on Lock Street
came up again during last night's MCC meeting. Mr. Tierney said he would reach out to
the property owners again to see if they are interested in selling. Mr. Fineran asked Mr.
Tierney if he could provide an acquisitions report that could be shared during the MCC
meetings. Mr. Fineran also asked about offering another bus tour, as they used to have,
since the museums are currently closed. Mr. Helbing thought we could charge a fee for
the bus tours and that it would be good timing with the bicentennial to promote the county
parks, properties, and historic sites. He said there used to be a BORC table at the farmers’
fair staffed by one or two of the board members. Mr. Fineran said he is helping organize
an information night next Monday for the Delaware River Sojourn participants. Another
tabling event is the Warren County Bicentennial Summer Concert on July 13 at Bread
Lock Park. A working session needs to be set up to determine exactly what to promote
and how to promote it.



Warren Heritage Scenic Byway — No new updates.

Warren Highlands Trail — A group including Mr. Helbing and Mr. Tierney did a
walkthrough of property on Oxford Mountain Natural Resource Area to map out a trail
extension which would connect to Washington Township’s Roaring Rock Park. Mr.
Tierney distributed maps of the property and requested the board approve the proposed
trail extension. The maps depict the proposed section of the Warren Highlands Trail on
a portion Warren County’s Oxford Mountain NRA (Block 6 Lot 20.01, Washington Twp.,
fka ‘Busch’ and p/o Block 6 Lot 39, Washington Twp., fka ‘Birkins’). Permission is being
sought from the Township to route the proposed trail section on municipal owned
property (Block 6 Lot 42 and Block 13 Lot 3) as well. Mr. Trontis made a motion to
approve it, seconded by Mr. Fineran. All voted in favor.

OLD BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:
Administrator’s Reports — Mr. Tierney shared the following reports with the board:
Acquisitions, Maintenance & Improvements, and Park Programs.

e ACQUISITIONS

o The donation of the property at 19 Hess Rd near White Lake from the Land
Conservancy of NJ is nearing completion. It is in final legal review.

o The closing on the Cafaro property in Mansfield Twp (57.7 acres near the
Rockport WMA with about 1,000 feet of the Morris Canal) should occur next
week. There is a section of the Morris Canal on this property that is still
intact (towpath and basin). Mr. Tierney asked for the board’s permission to
allow volunteers to clear the towpath once we acquire the property. Mr.
Hann made a motion to allow them to, seconded by Mr. Fineran. The motion
passed with all voting in favor.

o Ken Miller's property (B23 L7.01, Greenwich Twp) is under contract. The
survey, environmental, and title work are being ordered. Mr. Miller will have
a life estate.

o The Gesner property (B5 L28, Washington Twp) on Oxford Mountain will
probably have a July closing.

e MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENTS

o Mr. Tierney will be meeting with Dept of Public Works about the bridge and
will update the BORC afterward.

o Morris Canal Committee members installed a new sign at the Lock St.
ballfield.

o The work on the barn at Bread Lock Park is complete. The NJ Youth Corps
mowed some walking paths in the 7-acre meadow there. Mr. Trontis
suggested installing something above the barn stage that would absorb
sound and keep nests out. There is still ongoing mold remediation at the
BLP museum building.

o NJYC is working on reblazing the trail by the school at Marble Hill NRA.



o The driveway drainage work at Shippen Manor is going out to bid.

o We have two Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grants. One is for
resurfacing and improving five segments of the Morris Canal trail across the
county. The other is for the western most segment of that, which is Plane 9.
However, the project limits for that are Route 519. Mr. Tierney would like to
apply for another TAP grant for Stryker's Road to Route $19. It would
include a bridge over the weir, a bridge over Lopatcong Creek, and a
marked crosswalk. Mr. Fineran made a motion to support applying for this
TAP grant, with Mr. Hann seconding the motion. Motion passed with all
voting in favor. Mr. Tierney will draft a letter.

o Mr. Hann asked about acquiring the Lopatcong Public Works property. Mr.
Helbing said the issue is there is a major grade on the property before going
back up again.

e PARK PROGRAMS

o Park naturalist Jennifer Correa-Kruegel has been holding various programs
throughout the year. 873 people have participated so far this year.

o Mr. Trontis said congratulations are in order for our Park Naturalist Jennifer
Correa-Kruegel. She was nominated and awarded an Environmental
Education Award from the Alliance for NJ Environmetnal Education
(ANJEE)!

Other Events:
Kayak rentals are available at no charge at White Lake on Tuesdays (May through Sept)
from 4pm-7pm. There is a Moonlight Paddle at White Lake on 6/20 from 8pm-10pm.

Shippen Manor’s lawn concerts will be held Sundays at 6pm, beginning on 7/7 until 9/1.

The bicentennial summer concert is at Bread Lock Park on Sat. 7/13. Mr. Tierney would
also like to set up a ribbon cutting for the barn the same day, and maybe a meadow tour.

There was discussion about not sharing meeting minutes with anyone outside the Board
until the Board approves them. Mr. Trontis feels it is important to share minutes with other
groups and work together. Ms. Barnes reported the BORC minutes are posted to the
county website once they are approved, usually the next day.

Mr. Helbing again stated the importance of getting the word out of everything the county
has done, is doing, and what the future plans are. Ms. Barnes suggested a good
opportunity would be setting up a table at the bicentennial summer concert at BLP. Mr.
Fineran suggested setting up a table Monday 6/17 at Worthington State Forest when the
Delaware River Sojourn campers will be there.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

NEXT MEETING: The next Board of Recreation Commissioners meeting will be on
Tuesday, July 9, 2024.



ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran motioned to adjourn the
meeting, seconded by Mr. Hann. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 6:15pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kim Barnes, Clerk
Warren County Land Preservation Dept.
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