WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

June 10, 2024
MINUTES

Call to Order: Mr. Lee Ill opened the meeting at 5:31PM.
Roll Call:

Members Present: Charles Fineran, Paul Tarlowe, Tim Roth, James Lee Jr, James Lee lll,
Dave Detrick, Randy Piazza Sr.

Members Absent:
Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy, Kim Barnes

Minutes: Mr. Fineran motioned to approve the 5/13/24 meeting minutes as is. Mr. Roth
seconded. Mr. Piazza abstained from voting as he was not present at the 5/13 meeting. All
other members voted in favor. Motion passed, minutes accepted.

Public Comment (on agenda items):
Correspondence/Communication: None

Bills & Budget: The Mixed Media Concepts invoice (amount $418.01) for the Port Murray
panels was paid. The design and production of panels by MacGraphics is estimated to be

$2,600. The panels would have to be completed by the end of the year in order to pay for

them. Remaining available budget would be $4,881.99.

Reports of Officers and Committees:

Land Preservation Project Updates:

Phillipsburg:

Mr. Piazza shared that Phillipsburg received $4 million in grants for the Rails to Trails project.

Mr. Lee Jr. showed Joe Macasek the location for the sign behind Steve’s Café. The school
board approved it, but it will have to wait to be installed until after the remediation work there is
completed.

Pohatcong:

The Lock 8 panel was installed.



Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street:
Mr. Detrick and Mr. Lee Jr. went over panels for Plane 10 with Joe Macasek.

There was a discussion about the trail from Plane 10 to Sycamore Landing, especially
regarding its maintenance. Mr. Roth said a Warren County Parks Foundation member did
some trail work there last week.

Strykers Road:

Ms. Roy described the County’s current RTAP Grant project. The project limits are from the
Youth Corps Farms to the area past waste weir where the ISTEA project ended. The project
is for engineering and design to construct a trail, a bridge over the waste weir includes
engineering and a bridge over the Lopatcong Creek. The trail segment is approximately 0.5
miles in length. She asked if the Committee would support the project.

Mr. Fineran made a motion to support the request. Mr. Roth seconded the motion. The vote
was all in favor. Ms. Roy will provide a draft document for Mr. Lee Ill to write and sign a letter
of support to be included in the application package.

Port Warren/Plane 9 West:

There is no update on the bridge and there were no bids submitted for the timber replacement.
It will most likely now be combined with the headrace project as all one project. The canal
paths on Richline Rd and Strykers Rd were treated with organic herbicide.

Bread Lock Park:

The second round of mold testing was done, but results have not been received yet.
Port Colden:

The grass needs to be cut.

Port Murray:

Ms. Roy has the completed panels and will drop them off at Bread Lock Park tomorrow. Mr.
Detrick said a workday would be planned for installation.

Florence Kuipers: Typical maintenance has been done.

Bilby Road: Park naturalist Jennifer Correa-Kruegel led a Wellness Walk along the Bilby Rd.
trail yesterday. Ms. Roy shared that a neighbor who frequents the trail reported trucks parking
there overnight and sometimes for days at a time. “No Parking” signs were installed and the
neighbor said he would keep an eye on it. He said since the signs have gone up, he has not
seen anyone abusing the parking lot. The Independence Twp. Police Dept. was also notified to
keep an eye on it.



Projects:

Mr. Lee lll stated he still has not contacted the webmaster to review what can be done with the
current website (exploremorriscanal.org) for the Myra Snook tribute and other expanded virtual
content.

Events/Education/Public Awareness:

After much discussion, there is not going to be a walking tour of Lock Street in July. Logistics
need to be determined and cooler weather may be more favorable. Ms. Roy suggested adding
Lock Street to the History Trail site list in November.

Mr. Fineran said the Delaware River Sojourn tabling event is next Monday evening, 6/17. Itis a
great way to highlight the county and its open space to a large group (90-100 people).

Mr. Detrick wants to think about doing something at Port Murray or Port Colden (currently
closed). Mr. Tarlowe expressed concern about no one seeing the Plane 6W panels they
installed at Port Colden since the site is still not open. There was discussion about a possible
bus tour.

The Warren County Bicentennial Summer Concert will be held at BLP on Saturday, 7/13. Mr.
Detrick and Mr. Roth said the Parks Foundation would have interpretation of the canal boat,
display the Schisler paintings and any other general help that may be needed.

Mr. Detrick asked about acquiring the properties on Lock Street. Ms. Roy confirmed that Corey
Tierney has reached out multiple times over the years and no interest has been shown by the
property owners.

Public Comment: None
Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on July 8, 2024 at 5:30PM.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Detrick made a motion to adjourn the
meeting, seconded by Mr. Fineran. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 6:30PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Barnes

Staff Representative
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