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Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

MINUTES

Wednesday, October 15, 2025
CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 pm
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:
Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Clairanne Arcaro, Michael Byrnes, Audra Frank, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh, Matt
Polsky

Absent: Sasha Fernandes

SALUTE TO FLAG

PRESENTATION:

Dr. Hassan Warriach, Warren County Agricultural Extension Agent

Dr. Warriach introduced himself and provided information about his background in animal
sciences/livestock and extensive experience in developing extension programs. He is a livestock
veterinarian. His role is to support all of the agricultural producers in the county. Currently, he is
gathering information and becoming familiar with the farmers/stakeholders and their needs.

There was some discussion about ways we might work with Dr. Warriach. Matt Polsky
mentioned that he is interested in carbon sequestration methods in farming, and biodiversity on
farmland. Kerry Pflugh mentioned the impact of climate change on the agricultural community,
and providing recommended adaptations to support the agricultural community and sustain food
and livestock production. Michael Byrnes suggested focusing on long term economic viability
through the integration of sustainable practices in agriculture. He asked about programs that Dr.
Warriach had built in other communities.

Dr. Warriach outlined the steps that he usually takes when he begins to work with a new group
of people.

1) Build trust

2) Focus on small technical changes

3) Implement sustainable practices

4) Farmers begin to come up with their own goals and innovations

Commissioner Kern was present at our meeting tonight as the event he was supposed to attend at
Rowan University did not take place. He said that he is very excited to have Dr. Warriach here to
support the agricultural community in Warren County.

A member of the public, Robert Sala, spoke about the fact that agricultural and environmental
concerns intersect. He spoke about the importance of biodiversity in the soil, and the fact that
amplifying and encouraging biodiversity in the soil will allow farmers to grow better crops, the



soil will hold more moisture, and it will reduce the amount of additives the farmers need to
purchase and add to the soil.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes from September 17, 2025, motion to approve by Audra
Frank, 2" Clairanne Arcaro, approved by acclamation with Michael Byrnes and Kerry Pflugh
abstaining.

CORRESPONDENCE: N/A

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Gary Pohorely, resident of Washington Borough and Chair of the Washington Borough Green
Team, spoke about deer management. He explained that the forest understory is now filled with
invasive species and the deer are eating the native plants that would normally be growing in the
understory. He used to work for Agricultural Extension and knows that deer have a negative
effect on farmers. They damage crops and farmers have to put up costly fences. In addition,
homeowners have difficulty growing native plants in their backyards due to the deer population.
He suggested that we look into creating a regional Northwest Jersey committee to look into
strategic solutions to deer management.

Commissioner Kern state that legally deer management is under the control of the state. He
suggested that we start by contacting the Highlands Council. Kerry Pflugh stated that there is a
speaker on deer management at the North Jersey Rivers Conference on Friday. Currently,
hunting is the approach that the state advocates. Food banks are not allowed to accept donations
of deer meat.

Matt Polsky shared that the new Executive Director of the Musconetcong Watershed
Association, Eileen Murphy, was involved in a task force on how to manage state forests. She
may be able to provide some information on deer management practices.

Gary Pohorely offered to do some networking, find out some more information, and come back
to speak with us again.

Robert Sala shared some information on past attempts to use contraception to control the deer
population.

Kim Lorenc spoke about her concern with the PFAS contamination in Asbury where she lives.
Kerry Pflugh stated that the EPA is now the lead agency in doing the testing to determine the
extent of the PFAS contamination. Kerry will try to get updated information from the State of
New Jersey. She also suggested reaching out to the new MWA Executive Director, Eileen
Murphy.

Monica Sobon spoke about the importance of removing invasive species, but minimizing the use
of pesticides and herbicides, and the way that homeowners’ property maintenance impacts the
surrounding community including the farmers.

Robert Sala explained that more farmers are becoming aware of the health and environmental
problems associated with spraying herbicides and pesticides. He recommended forums where
farmers can exchange ideas.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS:
Clairanne Arcaro:
e The Girl Scout project grand opening for Faith in Nature Rain Gardens went really well.



e The Pollinator Protectors put in about 100 plants at Swayze Mill. They are planning for
maple sugaring during the winter season. They are going to reach out and do some work at
Bread Lock Park in collaboration with the Youth Corp and Warren County Buildings and
Grounds.

Michael Byrnes:

e He is very interested in next steps with Dr. Warriach.

e He will attend the North Jersey Rivers Conference on Friday.

e He recommended visiting farms where farmers are implementing sustainable practices to
learn from them.

Audra Frank:

e She made the phone calls to follow up with people who provided contact information at the
Warren County Fair.

e She is going to set up a meeting with the Mayor of Phillipsburg regarding pursuing
Sustainable Jersey Certification.

Josephine Noone:

e The ribbon cutting event for the native plant pollinator garden and wildlife habitat at the
Washington Public Library on Saturday, September 27, was well attended.

e Washington Borough achieved Sustainable Jersey Bronze Certification for the third time this
year.

Matt Polsky:

e The Delaware River Basin Commission is working on a water resources resilience plan.
There is a public input session on October 27" at 11:00 am.

e DEP is having a funding round for their resiliency and carbon sequestration grants. Funding
is available for climate resiliency projects. Commissioner Kern asked Matt to email Emily
Hammer the information. There are county staff members who could write grants.

CHAIR REPORT (Kerry Pflugh): Kerry encourages people to attend the North Jersey Rivers
Conference at Centenary University this Friday, October 17.

OLD BUSINESS: There was follow up discussion about the student from Centenary University.
Matt Polsky will follow up to see if the student is assisting Phillipsburg with their Sustainable
Jersey Certification. Kerry Pflugh said that someone needs to be a liaison between the student
intern and Phillipsburg. Who is the student reporting to? Claire stated that someone needs to
make sure that the student understands what needs to be done. Monica Sobon explained the most
important first step is establishing a Green Team. Audra Frank is willing to be the student’s
mentor/liaison and she will follow up with the Mayor of Phillipsburg.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn at 8:36 pm by Audra Frank, 2" Michael Byrne, approved
by acclamation.

Submitted by Josephine Noone



