WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

June 9, 2025
MINUTES

Call to Order: Mr. Lee opened the meeting at 5:34 PM.

Roll Call:

Members Present: Charles Fineran, David Detrick, James Lee Ill and Paul Tarlowe
Members Absent: Tim Roth, Randy Piazza Sr.

Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy

Minutes: Mr. Fineran motioned to approve the 5/12/25 meeting minutes, seconded by Dave
Detrick. All voted in favor. Motion passed, minutes accepted.

Public Comment (on agenda items): None

Correspondence/Communication: None.

Bills & Budget: Ms. Roy reported no changes since last month’s budget discussion.
Reports of Officers and Committees/Old Business/Land Preservation Project Updates:

Phillipsburg: Mr. Detrick reported that the sign on Morris Canal Way in Phillipsburg has
installed. Individuals from the local community planted flowers around the kiosk and
volunteers led by Mr. Detrick rehabbed an existing bench located behind Steve’s Café (across
the lane from the new kiosk) making the space inviting. Mr. Detrick commented that this has
been a community effort.

Also in Phillipsburg, a Girl Scout troop repainted the boat silhouette in the park on South Main
Street.

Pohatcong: Nothing to report.
Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street: The four panels for Plane 10 were installed.

Ms. Roy reported that the Youth Corps mowed the area around the creek at Plane 10 on
Friday the 6th. Mr. Lee reported that his father noted that they did a great job. There was a
discussion about the Parks Foundation volunteer who maintained the trail from Plane 10 to
Sycamore Landing. Ms. Roy has not been updated about this section.

Strykers Road: Mr. Lee reported that he often sees cars using the parking lot, indicating the
trail section is being used.



Port Warren/Plane 9 West: Ms. Roy had no update about the Plane 9 projects. Mr. Lee
asked about getting a new sign for the museum kiosk that better addresses the site status and
museum closure. He offered to post a sign with a QR code leading people to the Plane 9
animation. Ms. Roy will follow up with the Public Works and Sign Departments.

The Warren County Parks Foundation (about 15 people) toured Plane 9 on June 7.

Ms. Roy shared a report from Mr. Tibbetts regarding removal of a downed tree (Maxwell
Drive).

Mr. Detrick reviewed the prior discussion regarding the status of the turbine arm and what will
be needed to attach the arm. When that has been determined, a work day will be scheduled.

Mr. Lee reported a Youth Corps tour is scheduled for July.

Bread Lock Park: Mr. Lee reported that Hunter Research has been hired to provide services
for the SHPO application for the nature center.

Mr. Detrick reported that at the recent workday lots of painting (benches, kiosks) was done,
new posts and rails along the trail were installed and they repaired an exercise element (tree
damage). He also reported that the Youth Corps removed a large tree that had come down on
the exercise trail.

Mr. Lee asked if the Schisler painting had been moved from the shop. Ms. Roy reported they
had not been moved and with the workload associated with the upcoming Bicentennial Day, it
is unlikely they will moved in the near future.

Meadow Breeze Park Museum: Mr. Detrick reported that boat silhouette is completed and
came out just slightly over budget. The museum will be open the first and third Sundays for the
summer. The schedule will be changed in the fall to accommodate the park’s football schedule.
The museum has a website where the schedule will be posted.

Port Colden/Plane 6 West: Mr. Lee reported meeting and speaking with the Parks
Foundation member who bought the Handlos house. He has been mowing the site and told
Mr. Lee he will continue doing so. Mr. Detrick reported that the only area that he cannot get to
is within the prism itself.

Port Murray: nothing new.

Florence Kuipers: Ms. Roy reported that Mr. Tibbitts is leading a hazard tree project. In May,
41 hazardous trees were removed. Mr. Lee commented that we are seeing a changing forest-
scape with the loss of ash and other species. .

Rockport: Ms. Roy reported that the Parks Foundation requested tree work along the new
trail.

Bilby Road: nothing new



New Business: Mr. Lee drafted the Committee’s thank you letter to Ms. Barnes. He send
the letter to Ms. Roy to be forwarded to her.

Mr. Lee asked if the new trails maps have been put into the kiosks. Ms. Roy reported they
have not been as new kiosk posters have to be created.

Ms. Roy reviewed the Land Preservation updates:

- The Sigler Farm project is progressing. Mr. Detrick reminded the group that there
was an aqueduct that carried the canal over the stream and that the stonework for
that is still in place. He also said that there are two pipes, about 8” in diameter, for
the Tidewater Pipe line, which ran from western Pennsylvania to Bayonne and
dating to the late 1800s, that come out of the ground where the pipeline crossed the
steam.

- Dave Dech is retiring at the end of the month.

Projects: Mr. Lee commented on the brown ‘identifier’ signs. Mr. Lee said he would provide
photos and details of any signs needed at Plane 9. If anyone knows of any such signs that
need to be replaced, they are asked to provide the details to the Parks Foundation.

Ms. Roy reported an email regarding the Warren County History Trail weekend. It was
confirmed that Bread Lock Park will be on the tour; Plane 9 will not be. Tour will be on
Sunday November 2. Mr. Detrick asked for the information to be sent to him.

Events/Education/Public Awareness: There was a discussion about the Warren County
Bicentennial Community Day on June 28, rain date June 29. Mr. Fineran and Mr. Roth will
both be participating and will offer the park brochures on their tables. The Morris Canal
Committee will not have a dedicated display.

Public Comment: None.
Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on July 14, 2025 at 5:30PM.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran made a motion to adjourn the
meeting, seconded by Mr. Tarlowe. All in favor. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 6:05
PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Elizabeth Roy

Staff Representative



