WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

August 11, 2025
MINUTES

Call to Order: Mr. Lee opened the meeting at 5:33 PM.

Roll Call:

Members Present: Charles Fineran, Tim Roth, James Lee Il and Paul Tarlowe
Members Absent: Randy Piazza Sr., Dave Detrick

Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy, Olivia Stettler

Minutes: Mr. Roth motioned to approve the 6/9/25 meeting minutes (no meeting in July),
seconded by Mr. Fineran. All voted in favor. Motion passed, minutes accepted.

Public Comment (on agenda items): None.
Correspondence/Communication: None.

Bills & Budget: Ms. Roy reported with the project as reviewed thus far, the committee is on
track to spend the budget.

Reports of Officers and Committees/Old Business/Land Preservation Project Updates:

Phillipsburg: Mr. Roth noted that the sign behind Steve’s Café was installed, with some
flowers and a bench, which was well received by the owners.

Pohatcong: Nothing to report.

Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street: Mr. Lee Il mentioned that the park at Plane 10 was
getting a lot of use and requested a second picnic table for that location. Ms. Roy will pass on
this request. Mr. Lee asked if any of the new truss bridge panels will be placed at Plane 10.
Mr. Roth reported one will placed at Plane 10 and another at Bread Lock Park.

Strykers Road: Mr. Lee Il mentioned the prism at Strykers Road appeared overgrown and
requested that it be brought to NJYC’s attention. Ms. Roy stated it was on their schedule for
drier months, but agreed to reach out to NJYC.

Port Warren/Plane 9 West: Ms. Roy shared an update from Corey Tierney about the Plane 9
projects. Ms. Roy stated that the SHPO application for the turbine chamber improvements has
been submitted, and response should be back in a few weeks.

Ms. Roy reported that The Phase 3 Archeological Investigation may not be necessary for the
vehicular bridge project, approval is pending for removing the portion of access for the Miller



property. Mr. Lee Il requested a copy of the reconfigured driveway plan. Ms. Roy agreed to
follow up on that.

Ms. Roy reported that The Morris Canal Trail Improvement Project, a 2020 TAP Grant, also
had a Phase 3 Archeological Investigation recommendation, which would delay the entire
county wide project.

Ms. Roy reported that the application for the pedestrian bridge has been submitted to DEP and
once that is approved, the Public Works Dept. will move forward with ordering and installing
the footbridge.

Mr. Lee Il reiterated that he would like a copy of any driveway plans to provide comment on.

Mr. Lee reported that a couple from Port Murray showed up to Plane 9W and he gave a few
mini tours, and mentioned that there are still websites (Google Maps), that list the museum as
open. Ms. Roy agreed to look into it, requested a QR code to the Plane 9 animation, and
affirmed that she would coordinate to create signs for the closure and museum.

Bread Lock Park: Ms. Roy reported that the application for project authorization for the Nature
Center and the shop remodel have been submitted to SHPO, and that the project would be
moving forward once the application is approved.

Sigler Property and Hamlin Farm: Ms. Roy reported that the county is in contract with the
Sigler Property, and the process is ongoing. Mr. Lee lll inquired as to the progress on the
Hamlin Farm. Ms. Roy shared that the county is stalled in this process due to an issue with the
estate not providing a letter from the electric company, certifying no electric to the barn. Ms.
Roy will be making contact with a representative of the electric company to help navigate the
process.

Meadow Breeze Park Museum: Nothing to report.

Port Colden/Plane 6 West: Mr. Roth reported the adjacent homeowner has been mowing the
site and told Mr. Lee he will continue doing so.

Port Murray: Mr. Roth reported that the NJYC has been maintaining the main trail, and WCPF
has been maintaining the Spur Trail to the turbine chamber.

Rockport: Mr. Roth reported that the Parks Foundation has finished clearing the Rockport
trail, and that a pile of coal is collected for visitor view.

Florence Kuipers: Nothing to Report
Bilby Road: Nothing to report.

Events/Education/Public Awareness: Ms. Roy mentioned that the History Trail is scheduled
for Sunday, November 2. Mr. Lee and Mr. Roth agree to be present on that date to interpret
at Bread Lock Park.



New Business:

Projects: Mr. Lee opened the discussion to comments on the reviewed panels. Ms. Roy
screen-shared the images of the panels. Mr. Roth asked Mr. Tarlowe why he believed a
sentence on the panel regarding the real life replica bridge needed to be amended or removed.
There is a discussion over whether the text is referring to the picture, the graphic, or the real
life bridge, and whether the picture is of an accurate wooden truss bridge, or a painted iron
bridge. The discussion resolves when they determine the text compares the picture with the
real life replica, and determines that picture is of a wooden bridge. The discussion also
confirms that the text needs to be adjusted to make its meaning more clear. (“The footbridge
at this site is a scaled down model of a Morris Canal truss bridge.”)

Mr. Fineran makes a motion to approve the signs with the caveats for the minimal corrections,
Mr. Roth seconds that motion. All in favor, the motion passes to approve the signs.

Ms. Roy clarifies that these approved signs will go to Joe to make the final revisions, they will
come back to the committee for review one last time, and then be sent for fabrication. Ms. Roy
notes that this final approval can be made via email, it does not require an additional vote.

Ms. Roy reports out from Dave’s email that they completed the work on the kiosk at the
Campbell House, and that both sides of the panel look great.

Public Comment: None.

Next Meeting: Due to conflicts for multiple members and staff, the September 8% is canceled.
The next meeting will be held virtually on October 6th, 2025 at 5:30PM.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Roth made a motion to adjourn the
meeting, seconded by Mr. Fineran. All in favor. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at
6:19PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Olivia Stettler

Staff Representative



