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WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE 
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation 

500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179 
Oxford, NJ 07863 

 
May 12, 2025 

MINUTES 
 

Call to Order: Mr. Lee Roth opened the meeting at 5:30 PM. 

Roll Call: 

Members Present: Charles Fineran, David Detrick, Tim Roth, James Lee III and Paul Tarlowe 

Members Absent: Randy Piazza Sr. 

Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy 

Minutes: Mr. Fineran motioned to approve the 4/14/25 meeting minutes, seconded by Tim 

Roth. All voted in favor.  Motion passed, minutes accepted. 

Public Comment (on agenda items): None  

Correspondence/Communication: None.   

Bills & Budget:  Mr. Roth asked how much remains in the budget; Ms. Roy shared the budget 

worksheet.  After the $2,000 transfer for the Parks Foundation grant and earmarking funds for 

this year’s signage (MacGraphics proposal of $2,275 and Mixed Media proposal of $467.82)   

$257.18 remains.    Mr. Detrick confirmed that the current panel projects are for Florence 

Kuipers Park, Meadow Breeze Park, and Warren truss bridge design. 

Reports of Officers and Committees/Old Business/Land Preservation Project Updates: 

Phillipsburg: 

Mr. Detrick stated that all approvals (Phillipsburg BOE) have been received for the Morris 

Canal Way kiosk and installation is scheduled for the week of the 18th, depending on time and 

weather.    

Pohatcong:  

Nothing to report. 

Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street:  

The four panels for Plane 10 are scheduled to be installed on Friday the 16.   

Mr. Lee brought up maintenance of the trail from Plane 10 to Sycamore Landing.  Mr. Roth 

said he would follow up with the Parks Foundation who had been caring for the trail last year.  

Ms. Roy reported that this section is included in the list of sites to be maintained. She will 

follow up with Mr. Tibbetts. 
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Strykers Road:  

Ms. Roy reported that there is nothing new to report. 

Port Warren/Plane 9 West:  

Ms. Roy again reported that the Plane 9 projects are not being handled out of the Land 

Preservation Department.  She reported seeing survey crew at the entrance bridge project and 

that it is likely the field work is in support of the DEP permit package for the new pedestrian 

bridge.  Mr. Lee reported that a stone dam has been put in the stream, likely by kids.   The site 

will be monitored.   

The Warren County Parks Foundation will tour Plane 9 on June 7. 

The new vehicular bridge project is still in State review as is the trail project.  T 

The tailrace entrance and turbine chamber improvements project is being handled by Colliers 

Engineering.  

The fence around the septic field has been replaced. 

There is no closing date yet for the Ken Miller property. There still needs to be some cleanup 

on the property. A dilapidated barn needs to be demolished.   

Ms. Roy reported that the Youth Corps will continue to provide maintenance at Plane 9 and 

across the corridor.   

Mr. Lee asked about the status of the turbine arm.  Detrick reported that he spoke with Jim Lee 

II who was going to check what will be needed to attach the arm.  When that information is 

provided, Mr. Detrick said they will schedule a work day at a later date.   

Bread Lock Park:  

Ms. Roy reported that site work continues.   Mr. Lee reported he was invited to a SHPO 

meeting about the project.   

Mr. Lee reported that the organ, several tables and other articles from the Lee collection are 

now in storage in the Jim and Mary Lee Museum.   

Mr. Detrick asked where the Schisler painting are currently stored.   Ms. Roy reported that they 

are in the Bread Lock Park shop but will be moved and stored in the Stine farmhouse. 

Meadow Breeze Park Museum:   

Mr. Detrick reported that boat silhouette is about 95% completed (funding provided via grant by 

the Morris Canal Committee).   Museum has been open to groups including neighbors and the 

Canal Society of NJ Board of Directors.   

Port Colden/Plane 6 West:  
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Mr. Detrick reported that the site will need to be mowed soon.  The Parks Foundation member 

neighbor at the site has been doing much of the mowing there.   

Port Murray:  

Mr. Roth reported hearing that a deer stand near Harts Lane has been removed, making trail 

maintenance easier.   

Florence Kuipers:  

Ms. Roy reported that the County is working on the removal of multiple hazardous trees. Mr. 

Roth reported that one very large tree was removed.  

Rockport: 

Mr. Roth reported about a site meeting with Mr. Tierney and Mr. Tibbetts.   Large trees impede 

use of wheeled maintenance tools.   With the assistance of the Youth Corps, the Parks 

Foundation has established a rough loop trail.    

Bilby Road:  

Mr. Roth reported routine maintenance is on-going. 

New Business:  

Mr. Lee asked if the new trails maps have been put into the kiosks.  Ms. Roy reported they 

have not been as new kiosk posters have to be created.  She also reported that the new 

brochures will be commercially printed.   

Mr. Fineran suggested this board write a letter of thanks to Ms. Farber for her service to the 

board.   He made the motion, seconded by Tim Roth, motion carried.   Mr. Lee offered to write 

the letter.  

Ms. Roy reviewed the Land Preservation updates: 

-  The Sigler Farm is now under contract.  If the County does purchase the project, the 

site will be divided between farmland and open space/historic preservation. 

- The easement project on Towpath Apartments property continues. 

Projects:  

Mr. Lee commented on the brown ‘identifier’ signs.  Mr. Lee said he would provide photos and 

details of any signs needed at Plane 9.   If anyone knows of any such signs that need to be 

replaced, they are asked to provide the details to the Parks Foundation. 

There was a discussion about books that have been in storage. These include “Tales” and the 

Morrell “Historic Perseveration Survey”.  There is also one partial case of the “Photographic 

History”. Ms. Roy stated that in the past, the Committee chose to keep the “Photographic 

History” and selectively gift the books as the book cannot be reprinted.  Suggestions included 

selling them to the Washington Township Museum, subject to County approval.  Ms. Roy 
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reminded the group of that some of the survey books that were incorrectly bound.  Mr. Fineran 

asked if they could be sold on-line.  Mr. Roth reported that in his experience with the Canal 

Society, the “Photographic History” does not sell because so many images are now readily 

available for free on-line. After discussion, it was decided to keep them in storage and offer 

them for sale at the Jim and Mary Lee Museum when it reopens.   Mr. Lee reported that a new 

book by Bob Gollers about the dismantling of the canal is now available for sale by the Canal 

Society.  Mr. Roth commented that it will be available at the Bicentennial Day. 

Events/Education/Public Awareness:   

There was a discussion about the Warren County Bicentennial Community Day on June 28, 

rain date June 29.  Mr. Lee asked what the Committee decided to do for the event.  Mr. 

Fineran and Mr. Roth will both be participating and will offer the park brochures.   

Public Comment:   

None. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on June 9, 2025 at 5:30PM.  

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting, seconded by Mr. Roth.  All in favor.  Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 6:38 

PM. 

        Respectfully Submitted, 

         

Elizabeth Roy 

        Staff Representative  


