WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

April 14, 2025
MINUTES

Call to Order: Mr. Roth opened the meeting at 5:33 PM.

Roll Call:

Members Present: Charles Fineran, David Detrick, Tim Roth, James Lee Ill and Paul Tarlowe
Members Absent: Randy Piazza Sr.

Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy, Kim Barnes

Minutes: Mr. Fineran motioned to approve the 3/10/25 meeting minutes, seconded by Tim
Roth. All voted in favor. Mr. Lee abstained as he was not in attendance.. Motion passed,
minutes accepted.

Public Comment (on agenda items): None
Correspondence/Communication: None.
Bills & Budget:

Ms. Roy reviewed the budget and current projects. As previously approved, $2,000 was
transferred from the MCC’s account to the BCHAB account for a grant to the Parks Foundation
for the fabrication of a mules and boat silhouette to be installed at Meadow Breeze Park. The
MacGraphics proposal for creating 5 new panels is for $ 2,275.00. A 30-day proposal was
received from Mixed Media in the amount of $467.82 for the fabrication of 6 new panels.

When the panels are ready to be fabricated, the proposal will need to be renewed and
updated.

Mr. Detrick stated that he would like to thank Corey Tierney and the Land Preservation staff for
their assistance in creating the grant opportunity for the Parks Foundation.

Reports of Officers and Committees:
Old Business:

Land Preservation Project Updates:
Phillipsburg:

Ms. Barnes confirmed that Mr. Piazza emailed her to state that he wishes to remain on the
MCC. Mr. Lee has not reached out to him. Mr. Detrick stated that they are waiting to get the
BOE approval to install the kiosk on Morris Canal Way. It is anticipated that the approval will
be provided shortly. Parks Foundation volunteers will install the kiosk
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Pohatcong:

Nothing to report.

Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street:

A work day will be scheduled to install the pedestals for the new panels.
Strykers Road:

Ms. Roy reported that the Youth Corps has done annual maintenance in the prism. There is
nothing new to report about the loop trail. .

Port Warren/Plane 9 West:

Ms. Roy again reported that the new pedestrian bridge project is being handled by the Public
Works Department. The new vehicular bridge project is still in State review as is the trail
project. The tailrace entrance and turbine chamber improvements project will be handled by
Colliers Engineering.

The fence around the septic field has been replaced.

There is no closing date yet for the Ken Miller property. There still needs to be some cleanup
on the property. A dilapidated barn needs to be demolished.

Jim Lee reported there will be a tour of Plane 9 on June 7 for the Parks Foundation.
Bread Lock Park:

Land Preservation is working on having fencing and a gate installed at the field entrance on
Richline Road.

Tim Roth reported that he is working with AllTrails to get the Morris Canal Greenway trails on
their site.

Meadow Breeze Park Museum:

Mr. Detrick reported that some museum tours for groups have been provided and others are
scheduled. Tours will be limited to a schedule (no open house hours). A training curriculum is
being developed for volunteers interested in helping in the museum.  Open hours will be
established after the training is completed and a roster of qualified volunteers is available. The
MCC will be invited for a tour.

Port Colden/Plane 6 West:

The Youth Corps removed a fallen tree.

Port Murray:

Mr. Roth reported he did some routine maintenance at the Cherry Tree Bend section.

Florence Kuipers:



Ms. Roy reported that the County is working on the removal of multiple hazardous trees.
Rockport:

Mr. Roth reported about the new trail. With the assistance of the Youth Corps, the Parks
Foundation has established a rough loop trail.

Bilby Road:
Mr. Roth reported there are no issues with this section. .
New Business:

Ms. Roy reported the new trails maps have been completed. They will be displayed in trail
head kiosks.

Projects:

Mr. Detrick and Mr. Roth have been working on small brown ‘identifier’ signs and suggest that
an inventory be done across the county to determine with need to be replaced. Mr. Lee was
asked to provide photos and details of any signs needed at Plane 9. If anyone knows of any
such signs that need to be replaced, they are asked to provide the details to the Parks
Foundation.

Events/Education/Public Awareness:
There will not be a bus tour this year.

There was a discussion about the Warren County Bicentennial Community Day. After
discussion, it was decided that the MCC would not participate as there is nothing to promote at
this time.

The Volunteer Appreciation event is on Friday, April 25,

The WCPF will have a cleanup day at Bread Lock Park on May 315

Public Comment:

None.

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on May 12, 2025 at 5:30PM.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran made a motion to adjourn the
meeting, seconded by Mr. Roth. All in favor. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 6:14
PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Elizabeth Roy

Staff Representative



