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Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

MINUTES
Wednesday, July 16, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: 7:03 pm

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Clairanne Arcaro, Michael Byrnes, Audra Frank, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh, Matt
Polsky

Absent: Sasha Fernandes

SALUTE TO FLAG

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes from June 18, 2025, motion to approve by Clairanne
Arcaro, 2™ Audra Frank, approved by acclamation with Josephine Noone abstaining.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Stacie and Robert Paruta live in Washington Township. Washington Township Committee is
looking to rezone 2 pieces of property (25 acres) on Pleasant Valley Road from R20 single
family to allow for Woodmont Properties to create 210 units with affordable housing as part
of the Washington Township Fourth Round Fair Share Affordable Housing Plan. Pohatcong
Creek runs through the parcel and it includes wetlands. It is a superfund site as designated by
the EPA. Both parcels are in the Highlands Council Preservation Area and Tier I Wellhead
Protection Area. The Parutas are very concerned about this development. Members of the
WCEAC recommended that the Parutas address the Washington Township Land Use Board
and consult a Land Use Attorney for information. They could also reach out to the Ridge and
Valley Conservancy for assistance.

Neil Moorcroft lives in Greenwich Township and is representing Bloomsbury Coalition
Against Warehouse Sprawl. He asked for advice on the proposed 185,000 square foot
Tinsley light manufacturing development that is currently going through the Greenwich
Township Land Use Board. The plan would convert active farmland into a warehouse with
32 loading docks and a large area of impervious surface. The Bloomsbury Coalition believes
that the development would affect their drinking water supply due to the effect on wellheads,
and affect the Musconetcong River through stormwater runoff. The increased truck traffic
would also negatively affect air quality. Members of the WCEAC recommended that they
consult experts and organizations such as the NJ Highlands Coalition, ANJEC, Delaware
Wild and Scenic, Trout Unlimited, Dr. Obropta of Rutgers Cooperative Extension Water
Resources Program, and NJ Water Supply Authority.

CORRESPONDENCE: N/A



COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS:

Michael Byrnes:

e Following up on Dr. Shope’s presentation, how do we use the data he presented, get more
data from Warren County, and use it to educate the community and make recommendations
to the Warren County Commissioners about strategies and investments.

e Suggested the possibility of an educational/demonstration Food Forest project on Warren
County land as a way to bring agriculture and the environment together.

Clairanne Arcaro:

The Pollinator Protectors are spearheading and assisting with several projects including:

e Swayze Mill Park in Hope trying to remove Mugwort invasive species

e Ramsaysburg Historic Homestead in Knowlton

e Tunnel Field in Knowlton

e Trimming trees at the Community Garden at Rutherford Hall

Matt Polsky: How can we participate and give feedback in the county-wide planning process?

Matt will reach out to the new Warren County Planning Director, Ryan Conklin.

Audra Frank: Audra and Matt attended the Green Building Council and heard an update about

green buildings including how to make buildings more resilient to flooding.

Sasha Fernandes: Not present

Josephine Noone:

The Washington Borough Green Team received a $2,000 Sustainable Jersey Grant funded by

PSEG, and planted a native plant perennial pollinator garden and wildlife habitat at the

Washington Public Library in June with assistance from other volunteers, including two

members of the Warren Garden Club. Josephine thanked the Pollinator Protectors for their letter

of support for the grant.

CHAIR REPORT (Kerry Pflugh):

e Thanked committee members for volunteering at the Warren County Bicentennial
Celebration to share information and get feedback from community members.

e Emily Hammer, Director of Public Works, was unable to attend this month’s meeting but
Kerry is trying to reschedule her for September.

e There is no meeting in August because we will be attending the Warren County Fair.

e How can we improve our capacity to reach out to municipalities and residents about salient
issues that residents have brought to us?

OLD BUSINESS:
e At the Warren County Bicentennial Celebration people who visited our table raised the
following issues:
o lllegal dumping
o Washington Township, Pleasant Valley Road, multifamily development in wetlands
o Honeybees versus native bees (Channel 7 news about honey bee swarms)
o HOAs: Restrictive policies on things like pollinator gardens, rules against planting in
yards
Rats attracted to birdseed so can’t do wildlife gardens
o Where are the butterflies?
o Interested in latest information on spotted lanternflies
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NEW BUSINESS:

e Scheduling for the Warren County Farmers Fair:
o Friday, July 25, set up: Claire

Sat., July 26, 3:00-5:00 pm: Claire, Audra

Sun., July 27 3:00-5:00 pm: Kerry

Sat., Aug. 2 3:00-5:00 pm: Michael, Josephine
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e For our September meeting, Kerry asked us to come up with ideas for a presentation to the
County Commissioners on Climate Change, Sustainability, and recommendations on a path
forward. Michael will create a shared document that we can all add information to.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn 9:02 pm by Clairanne Arcaro, 2" Michael Byrnes,
approved by acclamation.

Submitted by Josephine Noone



