Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

MINUTES

Wednesday, May 21, 2025
CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 pm
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:
Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Clairanne Arcaro, Sasha Fernandes, Audra Frank, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh, Matt
Polsky

Absent: Erik Purasson

SALUTE TO FLAG

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes from April 16, 2025, motion to approve by Clairanne
Arcaro, 2" Sasha Fernandes, approved by acclamation with Audra Frank abstaining.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Monica Sobon:

e She asked to have the WCEAC meeting agendas and minutes posted on the Warren County
Website in advance of our meetings.

e Approximately 400 people attended the Go Green with Hope Green Fair on April 26, and
there are photos of the event on the website.

e Americorp Watershed Ambassador Rain Barrel Workshop on June 7, 12:00-2:30 pm, in the
Hope Community Center.

CORRESPONDENCE: Art Charlton asked us to send all of our minutes again so he can repost
them due to an issue with the Warren County website. (Josephine will send the minutes.)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS:

Clairanne Arcaro:

e The Pollinator Protectors have been maintaining the gardens they planted and assisting with a
project in Blairstown.

e She would prefer our recorded minutes be in summary format.

Matt Polsky:

e Matt spoke to staff members at the Warren County Landfill and Recycling Center and got
information on their environmental practices.

e He interviewed a Warren County farmer at length on his environmental practices. He
recommends that we do a project that connects environmentalists and farmers.

e Matt has one college student from Centenary University who is willing to assist towns with
Sustainable Jersey actions and applying for certification this summer. Matt will reach out to
representatives from Blairstown and Phillipsburg to match them up with the student if she is
still interested. (Monica Sobon recommended that municipalities start by creating a Green
Team or Environmental Commission if they do not have one.)



Audra Frank:

e Invited us to attend an upcoming Rotary Club of Easton meeting to see Bob Harbaugh talk
about environmental issues. Rotary Clubs are increasingly focused on environmental goals.

e She suggested that WCEAC have a Facebook and/or Instagram page.

Sasha Fernandes:

e She asked if the presentation by Dr. Shope could be livestreamed on Zoom like the Warren
County Commissioner meetings.

e She asked if we had gotten back to the members of the public who came to speak about
PFAS contamination in Warren County. (Kerry Pflugh gave an explanation of the process
through which the EPA tests wells for PFAS and provides remediation if needed.)

Josephine Noone:

e She attended the Bridges to Better Health nature walk on Friday, May 9, 2025, at
Pohatcong Creek Natural Area. Samantha Murzenski talked about her Bridges to Better
Health Gold Award Project. Diana and Mike Dove talked about the native plants and animals
along the trail.

e The Washington Borough Sustainably Green Music and Arts Festival will take place on June
14 from 10 am to 5 pm. Vendor applications are still be accepted through the
washingtonbid.org website.

CHAIR REPORT (Kerry Pflugh):

e Next week, members of the WCEAC will be reappointed officially by the Warren County
Commissioners and one new member will be appointed.

OLD BUSINESS:

e Clairanne Arcaro scheduled the Climate Change Presentation by Dr. James Shope, Ph.D.,
Department of Environmental Sciences, for our next meeting on June 18, 2025, 6:00-7:30
pm. Clairanne Arcaro will introduce him. Samantha Grape will send out invitations to the
presentation. WCEAC should please share the flyer as well. Audra Frank will coordinate
food and beverages. Clairanne Arcaro will check with Dr. Shope to get permission to
livestream the presentation. If permitted, Sasha Fernandes will reach out to Commissioner
Kern and Samantha Grape.

NEW BUSINESS:

e The Warren County Bicentennial Celebration will take place at Warren County Community
College on Saturday, June 28, 12:00-9:45 pm. Some WCEAC members are willing to
volunteer at a table at the event. They are accepting tabling applications until June 6.

e We will have a table again at the Warren County Farmers’ Fair July 26-August 2. We will
staff it on the weekends only. We need to create a schedule at the July meeting.

e Motion to cancel the August WCEAC meeting by Audra Frank, 2" Clairanne Arcaro,
approved by acclamation.

e There was some discussion of choosing short and long-term goals, and planning future
events.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn 8:48 pm by Clairanne Arcaro, 2" Audra Frank, approved
by acclamation.

Submitted by Josephine Noone



