
 
Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee 
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ  07823-1949 

 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, April 16, 2025 
CALL TO ORDER: 7:02 pm 
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT: 
Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily 
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the 
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building.  Public participation is encouraged.  In 
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the 
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Clairanne Arcaro, Sasha Fernandes, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh, Matt Polsky 
Absent: Audra Frank, Erik Purasson 
 
SALUTE TO FLAG 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes from March 19, 2025, motion to approve Clairanne 
Arcaro, 2nd Matt Polsky. Approved by acclamation with Sasha Fernandes abstaining. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Laurie Winiarski, Asbury NJ.  
1. Would like to know Warren County’s position on PFAS contamination along Route 31. Are 
there any resources from the county that can help us get our wells tested if people are outside the 
radius of the EPA testing? It is costly to have your well tested. – Commissioner Kern stated that 
the County does not have jurisdiction. The federal government has taken the lead. Washington 
Township Government is also being proactive. Commissioner Kern will reach out to 
Congressman Kean regarding this issue. Kerry Pflugh can also reach out to her contact at the 
DEP. She suggested we reach out to Mayor Klingel of Washington Twp to find out what he has 
been doing so we can share with Franklin Twp. Kerry Pflugh would like to invite someone from 
DEP/EPA to provide us with an update on the contamination. 
2. Concerned about Tinsley light manufacturing project in Greenwich Township. Based on the 
plans, it looks like all of the stormwater runoff will go directly into the Musconetcong River. – 
Kerry Pflugh said that projects can only be approved if they meet all county, state, and federal 
regulations. Kerry also suggested reaching out to the DEP regarding stormwater review, and 
reaching out to the Musconetcong Watershed Association.  Another resource is the Association 
of NJ Environmental Commissions (ANJEC). 
Neil Moorcroft, Greenwich Twp: The MWA is doing their own monitoring program and 
presented their results at the MWA Council Meeting yesterday evening. 
Tara Mezzanotte, Warren County Representative to Lower Delaware Wild and Scenic 
River Management Council: She provided an update on the effort to achieve Paulinskill River 
Wild and Scenic designation. The Foodshed Alliance is supporting this effort, and Knowlton 
Twp, Blairstown Twp, Hardwick Twp, and Frelinghuysen Twp have passed resolutions of 
support for Wild and Scenic River designation. She has asked the Warren County 
Commissioners to provide a resolution of support in May. Congressman Kean’s office has been 
following along and is supportive. – Commissioner Kern noted that the resolution should be on 
the agenda for May 14. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: N/A 



 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS: 
Clairanne Arcaro: Pollinator Protectors are starting cleanup of gardens they started last year 
and are assisting with a Girl Scout Gold project. 
Sasha Fernandes: Introduced herself and shared some background information.  
Josephine Noone: Applied for a $2,000 Sustainable Jersey Grant for a wildlife garden at the 
Washington Public Library. The Pollinator Protectors provided a letter of support. Grant award 
notifications will take place in May. 
Matt Polsky:  
• Bridges to Better Health: Friday, May 9, 2025, at Pohatcong Creek Natural Area, 54 Mine 

Hill Rd, Washington Twp. (Warren County) NJ 07882 
o 6:15pm Wildlife Introduction with Dove Environmental Education  
o 6:45pm Casual walk for 45 minutes  
o Samantha Murzenski will talk about her Bridges to Better Health Gold Award 

Project. 
o Diana and Mike Dove will talk about the trees and their role in this habitat.  
o 7:30pm -8pm Kid's Crafts for those who wish to stay 
o RSVP to Diana Dove (908)763-9648. dianadove13@gmail.com 

In case of rain or high winds, the program will be rescheduled.  
• Matt created a data base with contact information for people to invite to our events. 
• Matt spoke to representatives from the Sustainable Jersey Hubs in South Jersey (Tri-County 

Sustainability) and Bergen County. Both hubs invited us to reach out to them for support as 
needed. Matt also has one college student from Centenary University who is willing to assist 
towns with Sustainable Jersey actions this summer. Matt applied for a PSE&G Montclair 
State Green Team Grant to assist us in creating a Warren County Sustainable Jersey Hub. If 
we receive the grant, Josephine would be the liaison to help organize the students. 

• Matt teaches a class on the Green Economy and the final project is a report with 
recommendations to an entity on how they can have a greener economy. He offered to have 
the students focus their research on Warren County. 

• Matt sent us some articles on how it is still possible to have a more sustainable future if we 
sufficiently work towards it, and the energy payback on photovoltaic solar power is not a 
long time. 

Commissioner Kern:  
• Moving along with Environmental Center at Breadlock Park and the County Parks Dept. will 

operate out of that location as well. Bids have gone out and there are conceptual designs.  
• Rutgers Cooperative Extension has reached out to us and they want to assist with a pollinator 

garden at Breadlock Park. 
 
CHAIR REPORT (Kerry Pflugh):  
• Welcomed Sasha Fernandes as our newest WCEAC member and presented her with an 

official t-shirt. 
• Kerry would like to invite Emily Hammer, Director of Warren County Dept. of Public 

Works, to our May meeting to update us on the Warren County Carbon Footprint Reduction 
Program. 

• Kerry would also like us to move forward with scheduling the presentation on the effects of 
climate change by Dr. James Shope. Ph.D., a Research Associate at Rutgers University, 
Department of Environmental Science. Clairanne Arcaro will reach out to Dr. Shope to get 
dates when he is available. Commissioner Kern will reach out to Warren Tech as the venue 
to finalize a date for the presentation. Samantha Grape will send out invitations to the 
presentation. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

mailto:dianadove13@gmail.com


• Once it is completed, Commissioner Kern will invite the he Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission to come back to present the Regional Climate Action Plan they are creating for 
the Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) that includes Carbon, Lehigh, & Northampton 
Counties in PA and Warren County in NJ. We would like to recommend actions for Warren 
County based on the report. 

• Reappointment of the members of the WCEAC who wish to remain on the committee will be 
on the agenda for the May 14 County Commissioners’ meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS:  
• Matt Polsky would like to invite Doug O’Malley to come back to speak about the completed 

Economic Value of New Jersey Tributaries to the Delaware River - Jan 2024 
• Sasha Fernandes stated that Peace NJ is a local NGO. They have put together a proposal to 

make Alumni Park in Hackettstown more accessible to differently abled people. Would we 
like to get involved in what they are doing? – Kerry mentioned that the State of NJ is 
working to evaluate their trails to make them more accessible and our committee should be 
supportive of initiatives to make our parks and trails accessible. Peace NJ should reach out to 
us and let us know how we can support them. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Monica Sobon: 
• Thanked us for working on creating a Warren County Sustainable Jersey Hub. 
• She provided the following dates:  

• Hope Green Fair on April 26, 2025. We can still invite organizations who would like to 
attend. She shared information on the event. 

• Americorp Watershed Ambassador: Rain Barrel Workshop on May 4, 12:00-2:30 pm, in 
the Hope Community Center.  

• Stream Training on May 17 (raindate May 18) at Swayze Mill Park at the Muddy Brook 
below the bridge separating the sports field from the pond-path section. Online 
registration is available by emailing green.hopenj@gmail.com 

Tara Mezzanotte: She is on the Knowlton Twp Lime Kiln Trail Committee. They have been 
developing a trail and want to restore the lime kiln by Tunnel Field. They are looking for funding 
for protecting the lime kiln. – Commissioner Kern will email her the application for the Warren 
County Municipal and Charitable Trust Fund. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn 8:47 pm by Clairanne Arcaro, 2nd Sasha Fernandes. 
Approved by acclamation. 
 
Submitted by Josephine Noone 
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