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Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

Minutes
Wednesday, January 15, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: 7:05 pm

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:
Present: Clairanne Arcaro, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh, Matt Polsky, Audra Frank
Absent: Erik Purasson

SALUTE TO FLAG

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes from December 18, 2024, motion to approve Audra
Frank, 2" Clairanne Arcaro. Approved by acclamation.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None
CORRESPONDENCE: None

NEW BUSINESS - Election of Officers

Chair: Kerry Pflugh, nominated by Clairanne Arcaro, 2" Josephine Noone. Approved by
acclamation.

Vice Chair: Clairanne Arcaro, nominated by Kerry Pflugh, 2" Audra Frank. Approved by
acclamation.

Secretary: Josephine Noone, nominated by Clairanne Arcaro, 2™ Matt Polsky. Approved by
acclamation.

Event Committee Chair: Clairanne suggested that we establish a chair to coordinate our events
and that we nominate Audra Frank as Chair, 2" Matt Polsky. Approved by acclamation.

COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS:
Clairanne Arcaro:

e The Pollinator Protectors had their regular January meeting and 11 people attended. They
already had 2 events in January. They are working with Jennifer Correa-Kruegel to do
maple sugaring with students. They plan to apply for some grants.

e Dr. Shope provided her with dates in March & April when he is available. We are
working to set up a date at Warren County Community College. (See below.)

Matt Polsky:
e Matt had a great conversation with Dr. Shope who is going to provide a presentation to us in

March/April. Matt sent Dr. Shope some information on agriculture in Warren County.



e At the January 8, 2025, Warren County Commissioners meeting the Commissioners
approved a resolution to award a contract for a feasibility study to assess Warren County
facilities and develop sustainability standards for energy efficiency and environmental
responsiveness to SSP Architectural Group of Somerville, New Jersey.

e JCP&L has a subcontractor TRC who does energy audits in Warren County. Matt went
through the energy audit process with his temple, Jewish Center of North West Jersey, and
they are starting to look at the recommendations. He noted that one of the things that
municipalities must do for Sustainable Jersey is have an energy audit of municipal buildings.

e Diana Dove of Dove Environmental Education is helping us to put together a tour of
Samantha Murzenski’s Bridges to Better Health Girl Scout Gold Award Project at Pohatcong
Creek Natural Area Trail System. Tentative date is May 9' in the evening.

e Matt suggested that we invite Tom Dallessio, Executive Director of the Musconetcong
Watershed Association, to come and speak to us about their Vision Plan.

Audra Frank: Rotary in PA will be having a conference in April about pollinators. Rotary is

looking to support the environment and they have district grants.

Josephine Noone: Josephine and Jennifer Correa-Kruegel, Warren County Park Naturalist, will

provide a presentation on Threatened & Endangered Species and creating National Wildlife

Federation Backyard Wildlife Habitats on February 10, 2025, at 6:30 pm at the Washington

Public Library in Washington Borough. Josephine will send the flier to the committee members.

Please share widely. Josephine will send the flier to the people who signed in at the last

presentation and to local schools. We will take a picture of the event to be posted on our

Webpage.

CHAIR REPORT:

e Kerry wants us to review the 2 resumes we received and send her our comments and
recommendations so that we can make a recommendation to Commissioner Kern at our
February meeting.

e Kerry thanked all of the committee members for their confidence in her and for voting for her
as chair again. She is delighted with our accomplishments and the positive direction that
Warren County is going in recognizing the importance of energy efficiency and
environmental responsiveness.

e All committee members except Audra will need to be reappointed or replaced by the
Commissioners in May 2025 as our terms are up.

e Kerry will reach out to Commissioner Kern to see if Emily Hammer, Warren County
Director of Public Works, can attend our February meeting to talk about the Carbon
Footprint Energy Audit.

e Kerry wants us to take photographs of our projects/activities and send them to her with
captions to go on our Webpage.

e Jennifer Correa-Kruegel is receiving an award from Alliance for New Jersey Environmental
Education (ANJEE) as Environmental Educator of the Year Nonformal Sector. Everyone
congratulated her.

OLD BUSINESS

Sustainable Jersey Update: Matt Polsky spoke to the Sustainable Jersey staff person in charge
of Hubs and he is going to the Bergen County Hub meeting to see how it runs to help us with the
process of setting up a Hub.

Presentation by Dr. Shope Update: James Shope, Ph.D., a Research Associate at Rutgers
University, Department of Environmental Science, is available to give a presentation on effects
of climate change. Dr. Shope is available to do the presentation on the following dates: March



18, 20,22, 27,28 & 29. April 3,4, 5,10 & 11. We would like to hold the presentation at Warren
County Community College.

Wildlife Challenge Update: Did the county order the NWF signs that say that Warren County
is a National Wildlife Federation Community Wildlife Habitat?

OTHER BUSINESS: None

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Michelle St. Andre: Michelle formed the Warren County Pollinator Protectors Taskforce of the

Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee. Michelle is trying to get out and talk to as

many people as possible. She has been speaking at senior centers. She is going to the Blairstown

Rotary Club in March.

Jennifer Correa-Kruegel:

e They are scheduled to begin work on the Nature Center at Breadlock Park this winter.

e Jennifer got a donation of propane tanks, stoves, buckets, and other equipment and is doing a
small -cale maple sugaring demonstration at Ramsaysburg Historic Homestead with the
Kindergarten students from Knowlton Township Elementary School.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn 8:08 pm Clairanne Arcaro, 2" Audra Frank. Approved
by acclamation.

Submitted by Josephine Noone



