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Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

RELS

MINUTES

Wednesday, February 19, 2025
CALL TO ORDER: 7:14 pm
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:
Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:
Present: Clairanne Arcaro, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh, Matt Polsky, Erik Purasson
Absent: Audra Frank

SALUTE TO FLAG

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes from January 15, 2025, motion to approve Clairanne Arcaro,
2" Matt Polsky. Approved by acclamation. Erik Purasson abstained.

PUBLIC COMMENT: N/A
CORRESPONDENCE: N/A

NEW BUSINESS — Proposed presentation at March meeting: The Lehigh Valley Planning
Commission is preparing a regional climate action plan for the metropolitan statistical area
(MSA) that includes Carbon, Lehigh, & Northampton Counties in PA and Warren County in NJ.
The plan will identify goals and measures for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and other
harmful air pollutants. David Dech, Warren County Planning Director, explained the goals and
proposed meeting topics for the workshop on March 19, at 7:00 pm. Kerry Pflugh will let David
Dech know if we can move forward with this event.

Recommendation to move forward with this event, motion by Clairanne Arcaro, 2" by
Josephine Noone. Ayes: 4 Nays: 1 Motion passed.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS:

Clairanne Arcaro: Pollinator Protectors will be planting chestnut seeds in Allamuchy at the
Elementary School. Maple sugaring project will move forward with Knowlton Township
Elementary School. Hope Green Fair is coming up on April 26",

Clairanne Arcaro for Audra Frank: Project Green Allies in Pennsylvania empowers kids to get
involved with sustainability.

Matt Polsky:

Musconetcong Watershed Association: The MWA has completed and posted on the website
the 2050 Vision Plan and Economic Value of New Jersey Tributaries to the Delaware River. The
MWA Asbury Mill Dinner is on February 26™.

Sustainable Jersey: Matt went to the Bergen County Hub meeting. He has reached out and is
meeting with the head of the Bergen County Sustainable Jersey Hub. He is also reaching out to
the head of the South Jersey Hub. Monica Sobon, Hope Green Team, and Josephine Noone are
both willing to volunteer time to help other Warren County towns apply for Sustainable Jersey



Certification. Matt is also reaching out to Montclair University to see if some of their summer
interns would be willing to volunteer to help towns in Warren County.

Erik Purasson: Recommended the books: Overshoot by William R. Catton, Jr., The Life and
Death of Planet Earth by Peter Ward and Don Brownlee, Immoderate Greatness: Why
Civilizations Fail by William Ophuls, and Blip: Humanity’s 300 Year Self-terminating Experiment
with Industrialism by Christopher O. Clugston.

Josephine Noone: Josephine and Jennifer Correa-Kruegel, Warren County Park Naturalist,
provided a presentation on Threatened & Endangered Species of Warren County and creating
National Wildlife Federation Backyard Wildlife Habitats on February 10, 2025, at the
Washington Public Library in Washington Borough. 13 people attended the presentation,
including our Chair, Kerry Pflugh.

CHAIR REPORT (Kerry Plugh):

e We need to have a sign in sheet for all of our events to collect email addresses for sending
invitations to future events.

e All committee members except Audra Frank will need to be reappointed or replaced by the
Commissioners in May 2025 as our terms are up. Please email Commissioner Kern and cc
Kerry Pflugh to let him know whether or not you would like to be reappointed.

e Kerry is going to reach out to the two candidates to fill the WCEAC vacancy and ask them to
fill out an application and submit their resumes to the Commissioners. She has also sent
Commissioner Kern our recommendations based on our review of the candidates’ resumes.

e Inrecognition of Black History Month, Kerry spoke about the significant contributions of
Black people in the environmental field including environmental research and education.

e Thereis an active PFAS remediation program in the Washington Township Area along the
Route 31 corridor near Rymon Road due to well water contamination. EPA is currently
investigating and doing water testing.

OLD BUSINESS:
Presentation by Dr. Shope: Kerry Pflugh will follow up with Audra Frank regarding the planning
for his presentation.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Jennifer Correa-Kruegel: She will have a table at the Earth Day Festival at Chappelle Park in

Phillipsburg on April 27,

Monica Sobon provided the following dates:

e Hope Green Fair on April 26, 2025

e Americorp Watershed Ambassador: Rain Barrel Workshop on May 4% in the Hope
Community Center. Stream Training on May 17t at Swayze Mill Park at the Muddy Brook
below the bridge separating the sports field from the pond-path section. Online registration
will be available soon.

David Dech: On Monday, February 24t at 6:00 pm there will be a meeting in the Wayne

Dumont Building about the State Development and Redevelopment Plan. 13 of the 19 towns in

Warren County are participating in the Highlands Regional Plan as their lead agency rather than

the State Plan. Knowlton, Blairstown, Hardwick, Belvidere, White, and Oxford chose Warren

County to be their lead agency.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn 9:00 pm by Clairanne Arcaro, 2" Matt Polsky. Approved by
acclamation.

Submitted by Josephine Noone



