WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF RECREATION COMMISSIONERS
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

April 8, 2025
Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Helbing called the meeting to order at 5:00pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:

Members Present: Mike Helbing, Charles Fineran, Michael Margulies, and Jane Bullis
Members Not Present: John Trontis and Tom Lizzi

Staff Present: Corey Tierney and Kim Barnes

Staff Not Present: Justin Tibbetts

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Mr. Helbing read the Open Public Meeting Notice.

MINUTES:
The meeting minutes from March 11, 2025 were reviewed. Mr. Margulies motioned to approve
the minutes, seconded by Mr. Fineran. All voted in favor. Minutes approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT (related to agenda items):

Beth Hehn, chair of the Warren County Parks Foundation, commented that the Musconetcong
Watershed Association is having a spring cleanup this Saturday if anyone was interested in
helping.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

REPORT OF COMMITTEES:
Morris Canal Committee — Mr. Fineran reported the Morris Canal Committee’s April meeting is
scheduled for next Monday.

Warren Heritage Scenic Byway — No update.

Warren Highlands Trail — There was a meeting last Friday. Mr. Tierney will work with the
Planning Dept. to update the mapping and will then work with the meeting attendees to identify
who might be able to acquire what properties in the future. Mr. Helbing felt they may need to
speak with Panther Valley to have the trail go along their property. There was discussion about
alternatives to the use of Panther Valley property.

A doodle poll was sent out to schedule a Lehigh-Hudson Rail Trail meeting. Blanca Chevrestt
will be invited in place of Joshua Osowski.

Options are being discussed to acquire the Bodolsky property.



Mr. Helbing suggested naming the Yellow Trail for Bill Hann, former member of the BORC who
recently passed away. Mr. Hann pushed to acquire that property and did a lot of work clearing
the Yellow Trail. Mr. Fineran made a motion to send a recommendation to the County
Commissioners to rename the Yellow Trail in memory of Bill Hann. Mr. Margulies seconded the
motion. All voted in favor and motion passed. Mr. Tierney suggested another option could be a
memorial bench.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

Special Use Permit Application — Troop 2022G submitted an application for a Special Use
Permit to camp out one night at Bread Lock Park in May. Mr. Margulies made a motion, seconded
by Mr. Fineran, to approve the application. All voted in favor. Permit approved.

Administrator’s Reports — Mr. Tierney shared the following reports with the board:
e ACQUISITIONS
o Mr. Tierney reported the contracts were received back for the Washington Twp.
surplus properties on Lannings Trail and they have begun the due diligence on
them. The purchase of the Ken Miller property next to Port Warren is still in
process. Mr. Miller recently passed away. The barn needs to be demolished. There
was discussion about why the property will not be subdivided. Mr. Fineran made a
motion, seconded by Mr. Margulies, to recommend to the County Commissioners
to do a structural/architectural assessment of Ken Miller's house. All voted in favor.
Motion passed.
o Mr. Tierney reported there were two closings. The first on 3/27 was on the Ullman
2/ The Nature Conservancy “Mt. Pleasant® property (189 acres in Knowlton Twp.).
There is still some cleanup that TNC needs to do, along with bridge repairs and
removal of a large tree. The second on 3/28 was the Sargeant property that The
Land Conservancy (TLC) donated to the county (17 acres in Frelinghuysen), which
adjoins another TLC donated property.
o MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENTS
o Mr. Tierney reported that the annual White Lake spring maintenance meeting
between the Dept. of Land Preservation and NJ Youth Corps was held. The free
kayak rental program will begin in May (Tuesdays, 4pm-7pm, by reservation). Mr.
Tibbetts and Park Naturalist Jennifer Correa-Kruegel met with DEP Biologist
Mackenzie Hall at Marble Hill to look for bats in the cave. There was one bat in it
at the time. There may be some federal grant money available to fabricate a grate
to keep people out and protect the bats.
¢ PARK PROGRAMS
e MEETINGS & EVENTS
o The Volunteer Appreciation Event for the parks and museum volunteers will be
Friday, April 25th, from 2pm-4pm at the Richard D. Gardner branch of the library.
o The Warren County Bicentennial Celebration will be on Saturday, June 28th, from
12pm-9pm (rain date Sun. June 29th) at the Warren County Community College.

Trail maps have been updated. Brochures are in the process of being updated with the new maps.

Mr. Fineran shared news that the Delaware River was awarded Pennsylvania River of the Year.
There will be an event on Wednesday, 6/18, and will be part of the Sojourn. Mr. Fineran suggested



tabling the event and promoting the Bicentennial Celebration since they are our neighbors and
there should be several hundred people there.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

NEXT MEETING: The next Board of Recreation Commissioners meeting will be on Tuesday, May
13, 2025 at 5:00 PM.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran motioned to adjourn the meeting,
seconded by Mr. Margulies. All voted in favor. Meeting adjourned at 5:51 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kim Barnes, Clerk
Warren County Land Preservation Dept.



