
February 6, 2025 

 

The February 6, 2025 meeting of the Warren County Solid Waste Advisory Council was called to 

order at 7:30 p.m. by Chair Ellen Nerbak, conducted at the Warren County Commissioners 

meeting room.  SWAC members present were Ellen Nerbak, Emilio Lois, Kathleen Miers, Eric 

Lohman, Gregory Gaertner, Linda Gabel, Frank VanHorn, Joseph Watters, Donald Niece, Robert 

Finke, James Smith and Rob Colontrelle; excused were Lynn Rutkoski and Adam Baker.  Also 

present were Jon Knittel and David Dech. 

 

Notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by 

forwarding a schedule of regular meetings of the Warren County Solid Waste Advisory Council 

to the Warren County Clerk and The Star-Ledger and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin 

board in the office of the Board of Commissioners.  Formal action may be taken by the Warren 

County Solid Waste Advisory Council at this meeting.  Public participation is encouraged.  In 

order to assure public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the 

meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance. 

 

MINUTES 

Reviewing the November 7, 2024 minutes, it was noted that a correction to the REHS 

paragraph, line 4, should read “cans were not next to trash receptacles.”  With that correction 

noted, it was MOVED by Mr. Finke to accept and correct the minutes, seconded by Mr. VanHorn.  

All in favor with one abstention. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Solid Waste/Recycling 

Mr. Dech is expecting an increase in tonnage reports from haulers and recyclers that he will 

forward to municipal recycling coordinators for their annual tonnage grant filing.  He noted 

some changes to the County web site, and a visual tour of the web site was shared with 

members present.  A question was raised about information for recycling batteries for E-bikes. 

There was a discussion about the varieties of acceptable containers for recycling.  Mr. Dech 

suggested there is a complete Warren County guide to recycling and a listing of events, 

including a list of items and how to get rid of them.  June 7 will be the next paper shredding 

event.  Mr. Dech suggested anyone with further questions should call him. 

 

REHS:   No one present. 

 

PCFA 



--Mr. Knittel said a household hazardous waste collection will be held soon on May 18th 8am 

until 12:00 noon; flyers can be distributed to County residents. Mr. Knittel reported the volume 

of household hazardous waste has come down, including liquid chemicals.  The plan is to hold 

one such event each year. 

--A major recycling fire (batteries) occurred in Northampton County, PA.  Lithium batteries 

remain a problem.   

--De-Construction at the former Covanta site has ceased for the winter but will restart in April.  

SWAC members will be invited to a tour of the landfill this Spring. 

--Mr. Knittel reported there are a few pairs of eagles at the landfill; one of them was injured but 

is recovering.  

--All towns in Warren County now come to the landfill.  Upgrades are under way at the landfill 

to eliminate odors.  Leachate is being recycled/treated at an offsite location.   

--PFOS/PFOA “Forever Chemicals”   Polyfluoroalkyl substances are man-made chemicals are 

now recognized as harmful to human health and the Landfill is researching ways to best help 

with this issue.  It is still being used in industry but eventually will have to work its way out of 

use.  Motor oil is recyclable at local auto parts stores. 

  

WARREN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS:   No one present. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   None. 

 

REORGANIZATION 

--The present SWAC officers are Ellen Nerbak, Chair; Donald Niece, Vice Chair; Robert Finke, 

Secretary.  Mr. VanHorn MOVED to retain the present slate of officers, seconded by Mr. Watters.  

With no additions, corrections or abstentions, the motion carried. 

--A list of meeting dates has been circulated, those dates being May 1, September 4 and 

November 6, 2025 and February 5, 2026.  Mr. Colontrelle MOVED to adopt the meeting dates as 

presented, seconded by Mr. VanHorn; members present approved the schedule.  Mr. Knittel 

suggested the meeting time be changed from 7:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  There was discussion 

about changing the start time, and Mr. Colontrelle suggested, then MOVED for a compromise at 

6:30 p.m., seconded by Mr. Watters.  The motion carried with two members in opposition.  A 

count was taken, and the motion carried at 12 members in favor, two opposed, Donald Niece 

and Frank VanHorn.   

--Mr. Dech questioned the need to add the possibility of an online meeting, publicizing could be 

a problem to the public.  This would be part of the notification to newspapers in the 48-hour 

publication requirement.  Mr. Watters suggested cancelling as necessary.  Mr. Dech said he will 

put any notifications on the web site and radio station. 

 



REMARKS FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

Mr. Van Horn opened the question of food waste.  Mr. Dech said there are some places in NJ 

collecting food waste, but this is food only, no waste.  NJ has a food waste reduction plan now.  

Food recycling centers will soon become a state law.  A bill is pending in the legislature making 

this a two-year plan.  Using food waste as for livestock feed is the plan. 

Ms. Nerbak extended good wishes for Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day and Easter.  The next 

SWAC meeting will be May 1, 2025. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      Ruth A. Panté, Secretary 

Next meeting date: 

May 1, 2025      

 


