WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

March 10, 2025
MINUTES

Call to Order: Mr. Roth opened the meeting at 5:31 PM.

Roll Call:

Members Present: Charles Fineran, David Detrick, Tim Roth, and Paul Tarlowe
Members Absent: Jim Lee Ill and Randy Piazza Sr.

Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy, Kim Barnes

Minutes: Mr. Fineran motioned to approve the 2/10/25 meeting minutes, seconded by
Mr. Tarlowe. All voted in favor. Motion passed, minutes accepted.

Public Comment (on agenda items): None

Correspondence/Communication: An email from Corey Tierney regarding the use of
budget funds was discussed (see Bills & Budget).

Bills & Budget:

Mr. Tierney approved the use of MCC funds on interpretive panels, but not on the canal
boat and mule silhouettes they want to install along the canal at Meadow Breeze Park.
The MCC was formed to aid the planning board in reviewing Morris Canal properties,
and some activities over the years have strayed further away from the MCC'’s planning
functions. The general public history education has been delegated to the Warren
County Bicentennial Cultural and Heritage Advisory Board (WCBCHAB). WCBCHAB
has the County History Partnership Program (CHPP), run in coordination with the NJ
State Historical Commission, that specifically provides funding for historical displays,
exhibits, and other similar museum items. Mr. Tierney offered a suggestion. The MCC
can move $2,000 from their budget into the Cultural & Heritage (C&H) budget,
earmarking it for the supplies for the silhouettes. The C&H can then grant the money to
the Warren County Parks Foundation (WCPF) for that project. After much discussion,
Mr. Detrick made the motion to move $2,000 from the MCC budget into the C&H budget
for the specific use of granting the WCPF the money for the silhouettes, as long as the
WCPF agrees at their meeting tomorrow, seconded by Mr. Fineran. All voted in favor.
Motion passed.

No bills have been paid out of the budget yet this year. Projects earmarked were the
Myra Snook tribute on the website and updating the Morris Canal Greenway brochure
(edits and printing). After transferring the $2,000 from the MCC account to the C&H



account, the balance will be $3,000. A total of five panels to be designed and six to be
fabricated were also proposed. The list includes the following 18” x 24” interpretive
signs: Florence Kuipers Morris Canal Greenway Trail - East End, Florence Kuipers
Morris Canal Greenway Trail - West End, Brass Castle aqueduct at Meadow Breeze
Park, and the community swimming pool at the canal at Meadow Breeze Park. It also
includes a smaller panel (12” x 24”) describing the Warren truss bridges (two would be
fabricated - one for Plane 10 and one for Bread Lock Park). Mr. Detrick will email
MacGraphics for a proposal on the design costs and instruct him to work with Ms. Roy
for payment. There will be two rounds of review by MCC (and final review by Dept. of
Land Preservation). Ms. Roy will contact Mixed Media when provided with the sizes and
material.

Reports of Officers and Committees:
Old Business:
Land Preservation Project Updates:

Ms. Roy also shared park maintenance information. There were several hazardous
trees identified for removal in Florence Kuipers Park. Proposals are being acquired for
new HVAC equipment at Plane 9 and Shippen Manor. Interior barn lighting is being
researched for the barn at Bread Lock Park. Plans are being reviewed for turning the
front of the shop building at Bread Lock Park into offices.

Phillipsburg:

Nothing to report.

Pohatcong:

Nothing to report.

Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street:

Now that the weather is getting nicer, the pedestals with the interpretive panels can be
installed at Plane 10. The Board of Education is waiting to get a letter from DEP to sign
off on the kiosk that will be at Morris Canal Way.

Strykers Road:
Nothing to report.
Port Warren/Plane 9 West:

There was a meeting with Mr. Tierney, Ms. Roy, the Public Works Dept., and Colliers
Engineering. Colliers will be taking on the two projects at Plane 9 (turbine chamber and
tailrace). There is a time constraint on the tailrace project because of the historic trust
grant deadline.



The state (DEP) gave permission for the old bridge at Plane 9 to be removed. This
should make getting a new pedestrian bridge put in easier. The pedestrian bridge can
be put in as a permit by rule so it will streamline that process. The vehicular bridge will
be further down the road and will take quite some time.

There is no closing date yet for the Ken Miller property. There still needs to be some
cleanup on the property. A dilapidated barn needs to be demolished.

Bread Lock Park:

Plans are moving forward with putting offices in the front of the shop building and
adding a second story. Testing is being done for turning the former museum building
into the nature center. Ms. Roy shared a photo of a taxidermied black bear that was
donated to the county for the future nature center.

Port Colden/Plane 6 West:
Nothing to report.
Port Murray:

Nothing to report.
Florence Kuipers:
Nothing to report.
Rockport:

Nothing to report.
Bilby Road:

Nothing to report.
New Business: None.
Projects:

Discussed under Bills & Budget (Myra Snook tribute on current website,
exploremorriscanal.org; updating the Morris Canal Greenway brochure; interpretive
panels).

Events/Education/Public Awareness:
There will not be a bus tour this year.

The Warren County Bicentennial Community Day will be June 28! (rain date June 29%")
at the Warren County Community College, including live music and fireworks.

The Volunteer Appreciation event is on Friday, April 25t".

The WCPF will have a cleanup day at Bread Lock Park on May 31,
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Public Comment:

Mr. Detrick expressed appreciation to Mr. Tierney on offering a way to move forward on
how to fund the canal project (silhouettes at Meadow Breeze Park).

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on April 14, 2025 at 5:30PM.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Tarlowe made a motion to adjourn
the meeting, seconded by Mr. Fineran. All in favor. Motion carried and meeting
adjourned at 6:28 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Barnes

Staff Representative



	Oxford, NJ 07863
	March 10, 2025

