WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF RECREATION COMMISSIONERS
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

March 11, 2025
Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Helbing called the meeting to order at 5:02pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:

Members Present: Mike Helbing, Charles Fineran, John Trontis, Tom Lizzi, Michael
Margulies, and Jane Bullis

Members Not Present: None

Staff Present: Corey Tierney and Kim Barnes

Staff Not Present: Justin Tibbetts

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Mr. Helbing read the Open Public Meeting Notice.

MINUTES:

The meeting minutes from February 11, 2025 were reviewed. Mr. Fineran motioned to approve
the minutes, seconded by Mr. Trontis. Mr. Helbing, Mr. Fineran, Mr. Trontis, and Mr. Lizzi voted
in favor. Mr. Margulies and Ms. Bullis abstained. Minutes approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT (related to agenda items):

Beth Hehn, chair of the Warren County Parks Foundation, commented that it is a problem when
a monthly meeting is canceled and the previous meetings’ minutes are not approved (and made
public) for another month’s time when the board meets again to vote and approve them. The
board understands her frustration, but every public body has to follow those guidelines.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

REPORT OF COMMITTEES:

Morris Canal Committee — Mr. Fineran reported the Morris Canal Committee authorized $2,000
of their budget to be transferred to the Cultural & Heritage account to be earmarked for a grant to
the Warren County Parks Foundation. The project it will fund is making canal-related silhouettes
(boat, mules, boat captain, and mule walker) to be installed at Meadow Breeze Park.

Mr. Helbing said there are blazes on the Lock Street Park trail facing the wrong direction. Going
from the new development where the retention pond occupies the canal, it is a left turn blaze
instead of a right. He did not have a hammer to fix them when he was there. Jonathan Martin, of
the NJ Youth Corps, present at this BORC meeting, will make sure it gets corrected.

Warren Heritage Scenic Byway — Mr. Trontis reported the Scenic Byway Committee met on
March 3. The Planning Dept. reached out to DOT for an update on sign funding. The Warren
County website was updated with information on the Scenic Byway (under the Planning Dept.’s
page). Next month there should be a press release from the county promoting the byway. The



corridor management plan needs to be updated to include the northern and southern routes. The
NJ Highlands Council will not fund it, as the county is not in conformance with their plan. However,
NJTPA has grants available and the Planning Dept. will be applying for one. There is also a
Highlands grant potential in regards to tourism initiatives.

The election of officers of the Scenic Byway Committee will occur during their next meeting. Mr.
Trontis is stepping down as Chair.

Warren Highlands Trail — Mr. Tierney sent out a doodle poll to schedule the best date and time
for the next meeting. He also included an agenda with certain topics listed in 15-minute
increments. Mr. Helbing reported Merrill Creek is still closed due to bird flu. There is no sign
noting Merrill Creek’s closure coming in from Harmony Brass Castle Rd side of the Merrill Creek
portion of the WH Trail, only the Fox Farm Rd side. Seventeen miles of that trail are blazed.
There was discussion about having an agency maintain one central site with current information
on the trail as a whole, including any temporary closures. There was also discussion on
addressing the many road crossings of the Warren Highalnds Trail. Mr. Tierney said two
ongoing projects that he is involved with, along with the Planning Dept., are Complete Streets
and a local Safe Street project.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:
Administrator’s Reports — Mr. Tierney shared the following reports with the board:
e ACQUISITIONS

o Mr. Tierney met with Mr. Bodolsky about his Independence Twp. property today.
Both parties are still interested in proceeding with the purchase. The contract for
the county to purchase Washington Twp.‘s surplus land on the top of Oxford
Mountain is in attorney review. The Nature Conservancy is purchasing 188 acres
in Knowlton Twp. There is a transfer agreement for the county to take ownership
with a funding contribution. The closing should be at the end of this month. There
was discussion about posting the perimeters of the county parks. The agreement
to purchase the Miller property by Port Warren in Greenwich Twp. was modified.
There is a dilapidated barn that needs to be removed and then reassess it to make
sure there is no more contamination.

o MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENTS

o The Warren County Parks Foundation had a litter cleanup event on the Strykers
Road trail on Feb. 22. Mr. Tibbetts is working on a plan for gates, fencing, and
parking improvements for property off of Richline Rd. There are a number of
hazardous tree removals ongoing. Mr. Tibbetts also has surveys and will work with
the NJ Youth Corps to post boundaries, starting with Lock St. in Phillipsburg, the
Singley property in New Village, and the Cafaro property in Mansfield Twp. The
Shippen Manor drainage project is underway. The drains have been installed.
Paving still needs to be completed. A proposal was received for interior barn
lighting at Bread Lock Park. Mr. Tibbetts is also currently obtaining proposals for
new HVAC systems at Plane 9 and Shippen Manor. The stage at Shippen Manor
will be rebuilt. There are currently no concerts scheduled for this year. The bridge
at Plane 9 (main entrance) that has been closed since July 2023 was removed
today. A new pedestrian bridge will be ordered and installed. A new vehicular
bridge further upstream is still a few years out. Parking by the pedestrian bridge is
being discussed. Starting up monthly tours will depend on the parking situation.
The design development for the new office space and the nature center at Bread



Lock Park is ongoing. There are also site plan improvements that need to be
addressed. Mr. Tibbetts is meeting with Jennifer Correa-Kruegel (Park Naturalist)
and Mackenzie Hall (from the state) at Marble Hill regarding the brown bat
population in a cave there. There was discussion about installing cameras or
having someone patrol the area to deter vandalism.
¢ PARK PROGRAMS
MEETINGS & EVENTS

o The Volunteer Appreciation Event for the parks and museum volunteers will be
Friday, April 25th, from 2pm-4pm at the Richard D. Gardner branch of the library.

o The Warren County Bicentennial Celebration will be on Saturday, June 28th, from
12pm-9pm (rain date Sun. June 29th) at the Warren County Community College.
There will be music, food trucks, some rides and games, and fireworks.

Mr. Trontis stated he still wants to be involved in the prescribed burn at White Lake, even though
he just resigned from the Forest Fire Service.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Ms. Hehn shared how the WCPF worked with Liv Stettler of AmeriCorps and cleaned up a lot of
garbage, tires, and invasive vines on the trees along the Strykers Rd trail. The Musconetcong
Watershed will be having another cleanup, also working with AmeriCorps. She asked to be
notified of any other areas that need to be cleaned up.

NEXT MEETING: The next Board of Recreation Commissioners meeting will be on Tuesday, April
8, 2025 at 5:00 PM.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Mr. Trontis motioned to adjourn the meeting,
seconded by Mr. Lizzi. All voted in favor. Meeting adjourned at 6:02 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kim Barnes, Clerk
Warren County Land Preservation Dept.



