WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

February 10, 2025
MINUTES

Call to Order: Mr. Lee opened the meeting at 5:30 PM.

Roll Call:

Members Present: Charles Fineran, Paul Tarlowe, Jim Lee Ill, Tim Roth, David Detrick
Members Absent: Randy Piazza Sr.

Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy, Kim Barnes

Minutes: Mr. Roth motioned to approve the 1/13/25 meeting minutes, seconded by Mr.
Fineran. All voted in favor. Motion passed, minutes accepted.

Public Comment (on agenda items): None
Correspondence/Communication: None
Bills & Budget:

There have been suggestions to spend the MCC budget on displays and exhibits for the
inside of the new Museum at Meadow Breeze Park, which is not a county owned
museum. The MCC was formed to aid the planning board in reviewing Morris Canal
properties, and some activities over the years have strayed further away from the
MCC'’s planning functions. There was discussion on the Morris Canal Committee’s
allowable expenses as Ms. Roy shared a memo from Corey Tierney with clarification on
the subject. There have been many changes over the years (in administration,
insurance requirements and liabilities, etc.). While things like bus tours may have
occurred in the past, they might not be permitted going forward. The general public
history education has been delegated to the Warren County Bicentennial Cultural and
Heritage Advisory Board (WCBCHAB). WCBCHAB has the County History Partnership
Program (CHPP), run in coordination with the NJ State Historical Commission, that
specifically provides funding for historical displays, exhibits, and other similar museum
items.

Reports of Officers and Committees:
Old Business:
Land Preservation Project Updates:

Ms. Roy gave an update on property the county is hoping to, or in the process of,
acquiring. There is property on Strykers Rd. that is needed for the creation of a loop
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trail. There was a verbally accepted offer for a property easement behind the Towpath
Apartments in Hackettstown. The county commissioners approved the purchase of the
Sigler farm in Franklin Twp. It is in attorney review. Part of it will be farmland
preservation and part will be historic property. The Miller property next to Port Warren is
under contract. There are some remaining environmental concerns being worked
through. The county will also be acquiring a 6.4 —acre addition to Mount Rascal Park in
Hackettstown/Independence.

Ms. Roy also shared park maintenance information. There were several hazardous
trees identified for removal in Florence Kuipers Park. Proposals are being acquired for
new HVAC equipment at Plane 9 and Shippen Manor. Interior barn lighting is being
researched for the barn at Bread Lock Park. Plans are being reviewed for turning the
front of the shop building at Bread Lock Park into offices. Items are being moved into
the Lee Museum at Port Warren and the Stine farmhouse.

There was discussion about the access from Millbrook Rd to Halfway House Rd. The
towpath off Millbrook Rd is directly behind a private home. The county and the owners
of the horse farm came to an agreement to have a public access through the horse farm
to get to the area beyond the private residence. The property beyond the horse farm
has been purchased by the county. Close to Halfway House Rd there is an access
driveway. The purchase of the Sigler farm would create access from Whites Rd all the
way to Halfway House Rd.

Phillipsburg:

Nothing to report. Mr. Lee will reach out to MCC member Mr. Piazza.
Pohatcong:

The Lock 8W lock tender’s house is for sale.

Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street:

Mr. Lee still needs to send out the thank you letter to the Eagle Scout. Mr. Lee said that
his father, Jim Lee Jr., is going to print out a sign explaining king post vs. queen post
bridges.

Strykers Road:

The NJ Youth Corps did get started on the maintenance.
Mr. Lee still has not heard back from Trout Unlimited.
Port Warren/Plane 9 West:

Ms. Roy has a meeting this Friday, but did not receive Mr. Lee’s comments on the draft
documents for the project authorization for the turbine improvements, timber
replacement, and headwall and tailrace exit sidewalls. She will need to move on without
his comments, as the grant has to be used by the end of this year.
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Bread Lock Park:
The county had an informal review with SHPO on the design of the Nature Center.

Plans are in the works for turning the shop building into office space, including the
addition of a second floor. Mr. Detrick said turning it into the Dept. of Land Preservation
headquarters would be good since that building was bought with Green Acres funds.

In addition to Bread Lock Park being a great location for the DLP offices, Mr. Detrick
also thinks the historic building at Meadow Breeze Park is a more fitting
location/building for the museum than a 1970’s house.

Port Colden/Plane 6 West:
Nothing to report.

Port Murray:

Nothing to report.

Florence Kuipers:

Mr. Roth will email pictures he took of the downed trees to Corey Tierney and Ms. Roy.
Rockport:

Nothing to report.

Bilby Road:

Nothing to report.

New Business: None.
Projects:

Mr. Lee stated he still has not contacted the webmaster to review what can be done
with the current website (exploremorriscanal.org) for the Myra Snook tribute and other
expanded virtual content.

Mr. Lee does not think they should update the Morris Canal Greenway brochure now if it
is going to have to be changed in a year or two.

Events/Education/Public Awareness:

Mr. Fineran will be giving a presentation on Thursday to 100 Allamuchy senior citizens
to reintroduce and remind them of all the different organizations and sites available to
them, including the new museum and Bread Lock Park.

Mr. Fineran wanted to make a motion for the MCC to coordinate with the other groups,
like the Parks Foundation and WCBCHAB, to have a bus tour or other events like that.
Ms. Roy didn’t think a motion was necessary right now. She will discuss it with Mr.



Tierney. Mr. Roth will put it on the agenda for the Parks Foundation meeting on 2/20.
Ms. Roy will ask Gina Rosseland to send Mr. Roth the information on the CHPP grants.

Mr. Detrick will draft an email and send to Mr. Lee for review on the two panels for
Plane 9 (Brakeman’s house and the bottom of Plane 9). Then they will forward it on to
Joe Macasek and copy Ms. Roy. They will also include a request for small signs on the
Warren Truss bridges at Plane 10 and Bread Lock Park. Mr. Roth also suggested a
small sign on a pedestal placed on the west side of the towpath at Florence Kuipers
Park looking east. It can contain a photo and verbiage describing the west end of the
towpath.

Public Comment: None
Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on March 10, 2025 at 5:30PM.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran made a motion to adjourn
the meeting, seconded by Mr. Tarlowe. All in favor. Motion carried and meeting
adjourned at 6:45 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Barnes

Staff Representative
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