WARREN COUNTY
BOARD OF RECREATION COMMISSIONERS
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

December 10, 2024
Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Fineran called the meeting to order at 5:01pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:

Members Present: Charles Fineran, John Trontis, Tom Lizzi, Michael Margulies, and
Mike Helbing (arrived at 5:06pm)

Members Not Present: Bill Hann

Staff Present: Corey Tierney, Kim Barnes, Justin Tibbetts

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:
Mr. Fineran read the Open Public Meeting Notice.

MINUTES:

The general session meeting minutes from October 8, 2024 were reviewed. Mr.
Margulies, seconded by Mr. Trontis, motioned to approve the minutes. All voted in favor.
Minutes approved.

The executive session meeting minutes from October 8, 2024 were reviewed. Mr. Trontis,
seconded by Mr. Lizzi, made a motion to approve the minutes. All voted in favor. Minutes
approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT (related to agenda items): Mr. Tierney introduced Justin Tibbetts
as the new Warren County Director of Facilities and Parks.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

REPORT OF COMMITTEES:

Morris Canal Committee — Mr. Fineran shared information on the creation of the new
Museum at Meadow Breeze Park, formerly the Warren Heritage Museum at Bread Lock
Park. 1t will be in a home (the Friese house) owned by Washington Twp. that sits along
the canal prism. Washington Twp. will maintain the museum.

Mr. Helbing arrived at 5:06pm.
There was discussion of the requirements and permitting of a pedestrian bridge at the

bottom of Plane 9, as well as the main vehicular bridge. Both are held up by Phase lli
archaeological investigations.



Mr. Tierney also noted the tour of Plane 6 (Port Colden) last month. The Warren County
Parks Foundation and some member of the Morris Canal Committee were granted
permission to lead a tour of no more than 25 people. A neighbor had called to complain
about it. She had concerns people would walk across her property to reach the county
property. Mr. Tierney consulted with county counsel. We can access our property, but
public access is only with county permission. The tour went well and the neighbor was
happy with how it was handled. The NJ Youth Corps volunteered a shuttle van for the
tour and also removed a tree that was in the way.

Warren Heritage Scenic Byway — The Scenic Byway Committee met on 10/21. There
is a new northern extension and a southern extension. The county is taking the lead
compiling the database to identify where improvement is needed. The county also took
the lead on doing an RFP to bring a firm on board to change the master plan for the entire
Scenic Byway. DOT funding is no longer available. A subcommittee met on 11/13 to
discuss signs and fundraising ideas.

Warren Highlands Trail — The Warren Highlands Trail breaks off of the Highlands Trail
at Allamuchy State Park and heads to the free bridge in Phillipsburg. There was a
meeting scheduled for 10/18, but had to be canceled. A new date will be discussed and
will be held at the Dept. of Land Preservation or the State Park Regional Office.

Marble Hill was reblazed. In one section, the trail had been pushed up on to school
property due to washout below, so it was also rerouted to avoid being on school

property.
There was a lengthy discussion about trail possibilities in the county.

OLD BUSINESS:

Mr. Lizzi asked, with it being buck firearm hunting season, if they will get notified of any
hunting incidents that happen on county parkland. Mr. Tierney said he is hopefully
notified, but not necessarily.

NEW BUSINESS:
Administrator’s Reports — Mr. Tierney shared the following reports with the board:

e ACQUISITIONS — There is a verbal acceptance on the trail easement at Towpath
Apartments. The county is going to purchase the Sigler farm in Franklin Twp.,
which includes an old mill and the canal; this would be a combination of farmland
preservation and open space.

e MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENTS — Mr. Tierney provided a list of maintenance
and improvements for the parks. The trail (a gravel access lane) off of Richline
Road was redone and will need a gate, fencing, or rocks to block ATVs and trucks
from going in. As part of the forest stewardship grant, NJ Audubon has some
interpretive signs that need to be installed at White Lake, which will get done in the
spring. The Shippen Manor driveway drainage project is temporarily paused.



SHPO needs to review the county’s archaeological plan and give authorization to
resume. The NJ Youth Corps decorated the Manor for the holiday.

e PARK PROGRAMS - Jennifer Correa-Kruegel, Warren County Park Naturalist,
provided programming for 1,367 people this past year. She will be receiving an
award from the Alliance for NJ Environmental Education for 2024 Outstanding
Environmental Educator in the Non-Formal Sector at the winter conference in
January at The Colllege of NJ. She will be leading a First Day Hike at White Lake
on January 1st at 10am.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Though originally on the agenda, the Executive Session is not
needed as the property set for discussion is already under contract.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None
NEXT MEETING: The next Board of Recreation Commissioners meeting will be the
Reorganization meeting on Tuesday, January 14, 2025. Mr. Trontis noted he will not be

able to attend.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Mr. Margulies motioned to adjourn
the meeting, seconded by Mr. Fineran. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 5:48pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kim Barnes, Clerk
Warren County Land Preservation Dept.



