
May 2, 2024 

 

The May 2, 2024 meeting of the Warren County Solid Waste Advisory Council was called to 

order at 7:30 p.m. by Chair Ellen Nerbak and was conducted at the Warren County 

Commissioners meeting room.  SWAC members present were Ellen Nerbak, Emilio Lois, 

Kathleen Miers, Gregory Gaertner, Linda Gabel, Robert Finke, Jan M. Lee and Rob Colontrelle; 

Lynn Rutkoski and Joseph Watters were excused.  Also attending were David Dech, Chris 

McCormick and JoAnn Fascenelli.  The Chair confirmed the presence of a quorum.  

 

Notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by 

forwarding a schedule of regular meetings of the Warren County Solid Waste Advisory Council 

to the Warren County Clerk and The Star-Ledger and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin 

board in the office of the Board of Commissioners.  Formal action may be taken by the Warren 

County Solid Waste Advisory Council at this meeting.  Public participation is encouraged.  In 

order to assure public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the 

meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance. 

 

MINUTES 

Several errors were pointed out for the February 1, 2024 minutes including failure to include 

Robert Finke in the attendance record.  Also, in Old Business, line 9, “diverter” shall be changed 

to “inverter”.  Motion to accept minutes as corrected, all in favor, no abstentions. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Recycling 

--Mr. Dech has received notification from the DEP approving modification of the landfill at the 

former Ingersol-Rand property where the DEP has extended the amount of time to install solar 

panels in two phases to begin August 1, 2024, ending December 31, 2024.  The second phase 

will begin March 1, 2025.     

--A letter received from an attorney representing Compost 360.  Compost 360 will be acquiring 

Harmony Compost a/k/a Rotondi Composting, in Harmony Township.  He spoke with the 

attorney and the DEP and they said no solid waste plan would be needed because the site will 

continue to operate under the same General Approval as Harmony Compost. 

--On April 4 the Municipal Recycling Coordinators met in a virtual meeting, attendance was 

good.  Erin Jensen of the DEP reviewed how to file the Municipal Tonnage Grant reports; Mr. 

Dech reviewed recycling data for the towns.  Mr. McCormick reviewed and discussed the Health 

Department’s efforts in inspections and enforcement.  Another meeting is being planned for the 

fall and will include a virtual or in-person tour of a Class A Recycling Facility. 



--April 25 a tour was conducted of the Colgate facility followed by a Q&A session.  This is a 

regional processing facility where sorting of Class A materials is conducted.  Asked about 

contamination, Mr. Colontrelle reported LMR is getting less plastic store bags but still gets large 

trash bags.  Recycling was discussed by SWAC members. 

--April 30 the municipal tonnage reports for 2023 are due but will have until June 30 to file 

additional information. 

--Mr. Dech reported the Recycling Enhancement Act grant application which funds HHW events 

among other activities including public information and education is due June 15. 

--He reported receipt of a petition from R&D Demonstration project to allow for outdoor food 

composting, which the DEP has rejected stating that DEP would rather address the issue in the 

comprehensive review of the recycling regulations.  The applicant was appealing NJDEP’s 

decision to wait until the entire set of regulations go under review. 

--Mr. Dech has received from NJ Association of Recyclers a survey form asking for input in what 

specific items are accepted/collected by our towns and haulers for recycling.  ANJR is 

completing a list of what is recyclable showing variations from town to town and to identify the 

materials that are being collected statewide with the goal of recommending a standardized list 

of what must be recycled in the state.  ANJR is preparing a spread sheet that will summarize the 

data and recommendations. 

--At the February 1, 2024 SWAC meeting members reviewed S-3147, a bottle bill; one sponsor 

so far has responded but there is much opposition.  The discussion is ongoing. 

--Mr. Dech announced a June 1, 2024 shredding event from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m.  Also, there will 

be a Household Hazardous Waste event on May 19, 2024.  He reminded the SWAC that tires are 

now accepted from homeowners at the landfill; there is a charge of $2.50 to recycle. 

 

REHS 

Mr. McCormick reported that facilities in Independence and Knowlton have been cited for 

failure to recycle.  Recycling inspections are done throughout the county as part of the DEP 

contract and the REA grant. 

 

PCFA 

Mr. Knittel was not present. 

 

WARREN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

No one present. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

 



REMARKS FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

A moment of silence was held to remember Victor Camporine, former SWAC member and 

Recycling Coordinator for Warren County,, who died recently. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      Ruth A. Panté, Secretary 

Next meeting date: 

September 5, 2024  


