WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation
500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179
Oxford, NJ 07863

January 13, 2025
MINUTES

Call to Order: Ms. Roy opened the meeting at 5:34 PM.

Roll Call:

Members Present: Jim Lee lll, Tim Roth, Paul Tarlowe, Charles Fineran, David Detrick
Members Absent: Randy Piazza Sr.

Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy, Kim Barnes

Reorganization: Mr. Fineran nominated Mr. Lee to continue as Chair in 2025. Mr. Roth
seconded the nomination. Mr. Lee accepted the nomination. All voted in favor. Ms. Roy
turned the meeting over to Mr. Lee. Mr. Detrick nominated Mr. Roth to continue as Vice
Chair in 2025. Mr. Fineran seconded the nomination. Mr. Roth accepted the nomination.
All voted in favor. Officer positions are the same in 2025 as they were in 2024. Mr. Lee
is the Chair, Mr. Roth is the Vice Chair, and the Secretary position is open.

Minutes: Mr. Fineran motioned to approve the 12/9/24 meeting minutes. Mr. Roth
seconded. All voted in favor. Motion passed, minutes accepted.

2025 Calendar/Schedule:

The normal meeting dates are the second Monday of each month. October’s date
conflicted with Columbus Day, which is a county holiday, so it was agreed to change it
from October 13 to October 6. The following dates were agreed upon:

2025: January 13, February 10, March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9, July 14, August 11,
September 8, October 6, November 10, December 8; and 2026: January 12
(Reorganization)

Public Comment (on agenda items): None
Correspondence/Communication: None
Bills & Budget: The 2025 budget is $5,000.00.

Ms. Roy listed previously discussed, possible projects for 2025, including the carryover
for the exploremorriscanal.org website expansion (the Myra Snook tribute/panel
compilation) and the MC Greenway brochure edits and printing. Mr. Detrick suggested
panels for Plane 10, and to ask Joe Macasek to fabricate a couple panels for Plane 9
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(the bridge area and the Brakeman’s House) if the MCC provides the design (pictures
and information).

New Business: None.

Reports of Officers and Committees:
Land Preservation Project Updates:
Phillipsburg:

Mr. Detrick reported the kiosks are at Bread Lock Park to be installed at Canal Way
(Steve’s Café) and Campbell House when the weather gets warmer.

Pohatcong:
Nothing to report.
Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street:

There are pedestals at Bread Lock Park waiting to be installed at Plane 10 when the
weather gets warmer. Mr. Lee still needs to send out the thank you letter to the Eagle
Scout.

Strykers Road:

Maintenance of the prism stays on the Youth Corps’ list to take care of when they are
able to. Ms. Roy will check with them to make sure it is on their radar so the prism
doesn’t get overgrown.

Mr. Lee asked about the status of establishing a loop trail. Ms. Roy said there is an
easement for most of the property between the towpath trail and the Lopatcong Creek.
However, there is another lot between the trail and the creek that adjoins the road and
which contains the access lane. The lane was washed out and has not been fixed.
There was a possibility of creating a loop trail that goes back up to the prism farther off
the road than desired.

Mr. Lee asked about Trout Unlimited and their streamline restoration project between
Strykers Rd and Route 22. He e-mailed them but did not hear back.

Ms. Roy reported the Planning Dept. said a transportation grant would be rewarded for
the trail and bridge improvements on the Strykers Rd side of the road, from the Youth
Corps farm to Strykers Rd.

Port Warren/Plane 9 West:

The Public Works Dept. is looking at installing a pedestrian bridge next to the Plane 9
existing bridge. It would be a permit by rule. Meeting the elevation is going to be the
challenge. It has to lay on the ground, footings are not allowed.



Mr. Lee said he would give his comments on the draft documents for the project
authorization for the turbine improvements, timber replacement, and headwall and
tailrace exit sidewalls to Ms. Roy soon. Ms. Roy said we have this calendar year to use
the grant from Historic Trust.

Objects that are currently in the shop at Bread Lock Park, except for the Schisler
paintings and the corner cupboard, will be stored at the currently closed Jim and Mary
Lee Museum. They will be moved the week of January 20. A lot of the items were
purchased by the county from Mr. Lee’s grandfather. They will be in a climate-controlled
environment. Mr. Lee said there were a couple paintings at the Jim and Mary Lee
Museum that had mildew spots, but he used the cleaning techniques learned in the
Gary McGowan workshop and it seems to be working. The future permanent home of
those items is undetermined.

Mr. Lee still needs to call Che Mechanical about the boiler. The furnace is very old and
needs to be looked at before it stops working in frigid temperatures.

Mr. Fineran asked about the possibility of the MCC providing any funds from the budget
for the new Museum at Meadow Breeze Park. Mr. Detrick did say they have funding
coming in from other places.

Bread Lock Park:

The Nature Center design is ongoing. Ms. Roy said Mr. Tierney gave his Dept. of Land
Preservation budget presentation to the county commissioners this past Saturday. We
won’t know until they present the final budget what they have decided to do for the
Nature Center and the front shop building. The current plan for the front of the shop is to
turn it into office space for the Dept. of Land Preservation staff. There will not be a
museum at Bread Lock.

Mr. Lee suggested using the downtime to plan new exhibits for Plane 9, perhaps hiring
someone to help with interpretation.

Mr. Detrick said everything would be out of the old BLP museum by the end of the
week. The Museum at Meadow Breeze Park is moving along fabulously. The
Washington Twp. Historic Preservation Commission will run the museum, and the
Warren County Parks Foundation will be a supporting organization.

Port Colden/Plane 6 West:

Mr. Detrick suggested hosting a bus tour this year and adding it to the budget.
Port Murray:

Nothing to report.



Florence Kuipers:

Mr. Roth reported there are two trees down. One is very large and may be too large for
the Youth Corps to take care. He has already reported it to Mr. Tierney.

Rockport:

Mr. Roth also reported on the new Rockport Road property. The Warren County Parks
Foundation started clearing the towpath, but had to stop as there are a lot of big trees
down.

A man whose grandfather worked at the store in Rockport called the Land Preservation
office asking about the pictures on the panels at the Rockport property. Ms. Roy was
able to send him digital copies of the pictures and he was very grateful.

Bilby Road: Nothing to report.
Projects:

Mr. Lee stated he still has not contacted the webmaster to review what can be done
with the current website (exploremorriscanal.org) for the Myra Snook tribute and other
expanded virtual content.

Mr. Lee started editing the Morris Canal Greenway brochure. Printing the brochures is a
high priority this year.

Events/Education/Public Awareness:

Mr. Lee asked if the new Director of Facilities & Parks, Justin Tibbetts, would like a tour
of the canal.

Mr. Detrick suggested putting together a subcommittee and speaking with Mr. Tierney
for a Morris Canal Committee bus tour. Mr. Lee and Mr. Fineran offered to be part of the
subcommittee with Mr. Detrick. Mr. Fineran suggested partnering with the Bicentennial
Cultural & Heritage Advisory Board since it is the county’s bicentennial year.

Park Naturalist Jennifer Correa-Kruegel will be leading a Wellness Walk at Florence
Kuipers on January 22. It may need to be put on hold because of the large tree that
needs to be removed.

Ms. Roy received a Canal Society of NJ membership annual renewal costing $25 for the
Morris Canal Committee. The MCC has not paid for a membership in recent years. Mr.
Lee thinks it should be renewed, but no donation. Mr. Detrick made a motion to renew
the MCC’s membership to the Canal Society of NJ, seconded by Mr. Fineran. Mr. Roth
and Mr. Lee abstained from the vote. All others voted in favor. Membership will be
renewed.

Mr. Lee agreed to reach out to Mr. Piazza about his membership on the committee as
he has not attended the meetings and does not communicate to anyone about his
inability to attend.



Mr. Detrick had the following ideas for this year’s budget expenses: two panels
fabricated for Plane 9 (one for the Brakeman’s house and one for the bottom of the
inclined plane where the store used to be), and a small interpretation at Plane 10 of the
Warren truss bridge, and one by the Warren truss bridge at Bread Lock Park.

Public Comment: None
Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on February 10, 2025 at 5:30PM.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran made a motion to adjourn
the meeting, seconded by Mr. Roth. All in favor. Motion carried and meeting adjourned
at 6:26PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Barnes

Staff Representative
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