
September 5, 2024 
 
The September 5, 2024 mee�ng of the Warren County Solid Waste Advisory Council was called to order 
at 7:30 p.m. by Chair Ellen Nerbak and was conducted at the Warren County Commissioners mee�ng 
room.  SWAC members present were Ellen Nerbak, Eric Lohman, Gregory Gaertner, Linda Gabel, Frank 
VanHorn, Lynn Rutkoski, Donald Niece, Robert Finke, Rob Colontrelle; Kathleen Miers was excused.  Also 
atending were David Dech and JoAnn Fascenelli.  The Chair confirmed the presence of a quorum. 
No�ce of this mee�ng was given in accordance with the Open Public Mee�ngs Act by 
forwarding a schedule of regular mee�ngs of the Warren County Solid Waste Advisory Council 
to the Warren County Clerk and The Star-Ledger and by pos�ng a copy thereof on the bulle�n 
board in the office of the Board of Commissioners.  Formal ac�on may be taken by the Warren 
County Solid Waste Advisory Council at this mee�ng.  Public par�cipa�on is encouraged.  In 
order to assure public par�cipa�on, those individuals with disabili�es who wish to atend the 
mee�ng should submit any requests for special accommoda�ons one week in advance. 
 
MINUTES 
It was MOVED by Mr. Finke to accept and approve the minutes of the May 2, 2024 mee�ng, seconded by 
Linda Gabel.  With no addi�ons, correc�ons or absten�ons, the mo�on carried. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Solid Waste 
--Mr. Dech reported the DEP has granted permission to Phillipsburg for temporary debris cleanup.   
--Mr. Dech has reported on the status of S-3147, the Beverage Bill.  It is in the Senate Environment and 
Energy commitee and does not appear to be moving.  Concerns with the bill need to be resolved. 
--The food waste reduc�on bill S-2426 has emerged from the Environmental Commitee and has been 
sent to the Senate Budget Commitee.  This bill will require coun�es to develop a plan to reduce food 
waste by 50 percent by 2035.  Most coun�es are wai�ng to see what other coun�es are doing.  
--Mr. Dech atended a DEP mee�ng to discuss poten�al rule changes to allow for the outdoor processing 
of food waste.  New Jersey is the only state that requires compos�ng be done indoors.  It was generally 
felt that small operators should not compost outdoors because they o�en lack the technology and 
equipment to manage the opera�on correctly.  Regula�ons should be based on the science and 
technology, need to have an effec�ve way to deal with contaminates and manage odors.  A �ered system 
of permi�ng should be established, as well as many other comments were made during the ensuing 
discussion.   
--September 10 will be an ANJR webinar. 
--A virtual mee�ng of Municipal Coordinators will be held at 10:00 a.m. on September 24 or 26.  This will 
include a virtual tour of a Class A facility. 
--A ques�on arose whether giving animals food waste would be acceptable as food waste recycling, to 
which Mr. Dech responded this will be provided in the Bill.  Mr. VanHorn said that farmers give animals 
food waste and said that this was a way of reducing the amount going to the landfill. 
 
REHS 
Mr. McCormick was not present. 



PCFA 
Mr. Knitel was not present. 
 
WARREN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
No one was present.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Administra�ve ac�on was requested of SWAC to acknowledge a change of name and ownership from 
LMR Disposal, LLC to Casella Major Account Services, LLC as it affects the Class A Recycling Center in 
Harmony Township.   Mr. Dech said that he has the proper documenta�on from Casella and the NJDEP to 
proceed with the Administra�ve Ac�on.  Casella will con�nue with no significant change to the Class A 
Recycling Center as approved by County Commissioner resolu�on dated October 12, 2022. 
 
It was MOVED by Mr. Finke to approve the Resolu�on, seconded by Mr. Lohman.  It will be 
recommended to Commissioners that this Administra�ve Ac�on be approved at an upcoming mee�ng.   
With one absten�on, Mr. Colontrelle, and no opposi�on, all members were in favor, the mo�on carried.   
The mee�ng adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
      Respec�ully submited, 
 
      Ruth A. Pante, Secretary 
Next mee�ng date: 
November 7, 2024   
 


