Preliminary State Plan Memo

Goal- approach to facilitate and direct growth in the state
The goals and policies are a consensus among multiple levels of government

State Plan Process

O

o
o
o
o

The State Plan must be supported by state agencies

Municipal plans must conform

Public input is required

Each county will have a public hearing

After Cross Acceptance, a Final Draft will be published (including an
Infrastructure Needs Assessment and Impact Assessment)

State Plan Goals

o

Economic Development
m Economic policies should benefit marginalized groups
m  Smart growth should be encouraged
m Environmentally sensitive sites should be protected
m Invest in infrastructure and services
m Reduce costly regulations
Housing
m  There should be affordable, diverse, high-quality housing available for
everyone
Infrastructure
m The state should spend money on, and encourage private investment in,
improving infrastructure
m Investments should minimize greenhouse gas emissions
m Public health in the built environment should be improved
Revitalization and Recentering
m  With public and private investments, create more sustainable and green
urban areas

Climate Change
m Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase the use of renewable
energy

Natural and Water Resources
m Protect natural and water resources with carbon sequestration, targeted
acquisitions, stewardship initiatives, and other measures.
Pollution and Environmental Clean Up
m Restore natural systems and ecosystem integrity, encourage clean energy,
encourage an economy that uses resources more efficiently
Historic and Scenic Resources
m Protect and improve cultural, historic, and natural resources
m Promote the arts and public spaces
Equity
m Build wealth in all communities
m Disinvestment causes communities to be overburdened



o

m Sufficient affordable housing, restorative land use, transportation
techniques will help these communities
Sound and Integrated Planning
m Planning should be linked to investment, programming and land-use
regulations.
m Local plans are more likely to align with state plans when resources and
incentives are given to them.

e 2050 Vision

o

O O O O O

Revitalized cities.

Many well-paid jobs.

Sustainable housing, employment, and public infrastructure.

Thorough disaster recovery and mitigation efforts.

Regenerative and sustainable farming practices.

Communities that have been historically underrepresented participate in planning
and decision-making.

New Jersey participates in initiatives with other states

e Economic Development Goal

o

Strategy
m Encourage policies that benefit all residents
m Policies that encourage growth and conserve the environment
Goals
m Establish a sustainable, circular economy
m People who participate in the economy should be rewarded fairly
m Regulations should encourage business growth
m Job training programs should be available to all residents
Government Coordination - Priorities
m To encourage business, different government departments should
cooperate, bureaucratic processes should be simplified, and regulations
should be streamlined.
m  Economic development activities should be coordinated among and within
different levels of government.
Business Retention and Expansion
m  The state should encourage business to move to NJ, retain and expand
existing businesses, and encourage businesses to develop in urban centers.
Workforce Development
m Economic development should be aligned with secondary
schools/institutions of higher learning
Regional Planning
m Planning should consider housing, employment, transportation, and
quality of life.
Sustainable and Inclusive Development
m Businesses should emphasize health and safety into their practices
m Renewable resources and lower emissions should be incentivized.

e Housing Goal



o Strategy
m Affordable, diverse, high-quality housing for everyone
m  Mix of starter homes, rentals, market-rate, and senior housing
m Development should be streamlined with public/private partnerships
o Goals
m Policies should ensure there is sufficient housing available to all NJ
residents
o Housing as a Catalyst for Economic Development- Priorities
m Housing is crucial for economic development
m Subsidies and the free market are not enough to allow low income
residents to afford homes
m In areas where it is feasible, allow for more residential (affordable)
development
o Housing Stock Diversity- Priorities
m A wider variety of housing types are needed due to changing
demographics
Young worker home ownership is critical
People with special needs must be consulted
Housing should be accessible to people of all ages
m There should be more multi-bedroom rentals
o Reducing Barriers to Development- Priorities
m  Minimize restrictive zoning
m  Minimize proximity to negative land uses
m Ensure enforcement of fair lending laws
m Encourage multi-modal planning
m  Avoid displacement from redevelopment
o Health and the Environment- Priorities
m Require residential construction to abide by class green building standards
m Renovate aging housing stock
m Improve amenities in units
m Combine government resources to reduce environmental harm
o Housing and Transportation- Priorities
m  More accessible transportation is closely tied to better housing conditions
m  With accessible transportation, people can access amenities and their
places of employment more easily

Infrastructure Goal
o Strategy
m  Expand the amount of safe, affordable infrastructure in NJ
m Encourse pedestrian and cyclist friendly spaces
m Public health and green projects should be emphasized
o Goals
m Promote ongoing investment, in partnership with the public sector
m Infrastructure must change due to the shift away from fossil fuels
o Transportation- Priorities
m Long-term investment



Collaboration with the private sector

Sustainable travel

More public transportation in densely-populated developments
Prioritize pedestrian and cyclist needs

Improve natural features in urban areas

Convert abandoned rights of way into transportation routes/greenways
Incentivize transit with market-based strategies

Transportation efforts should be coordinated among different
levels/agencies of government

Study the public health impacts of highways

Create green infrastructure

Use traffic calming techniques

Encourage the use/expansion of aeronautical facilities

Emphasize the movement of people over vehicles

Link residential areas to areas with growing employment
Seasonal demands should be considered

o Clean Energy- Priorities

A transition to renewable forms of energy will take place

The State Energy Master Plan will guide energy policy in the state
Local and count build-out analyses are needed

Renewable energy and energy conversion should be encouraged
New buildings should be energy efficient

Existing building should be retrofitted to be more efficient
Electric vehicles should be promoted

The electric grid should be maintained and expanded.
Infrastructure improvements that concern life-threatening situations should
be prioritized.

e Revitalization and Recentering Goal
o Strategy
m  More urban green spaces
m Expand cycling routes, walkable streets
m  More balance between built and natural environments.
m Combine public and private investments to improve livability,
sustainability, functionality, and prosperity.
m  Remove limits to mobility, especially in Overburdened Communities
o Goals
m  Many urban centers need to be revitalized- due to inadequate schools, a
lack of employment opportunities, aging housing stock, and an aging
population.
m Successful Centers need housing, employment opportunities and leisure
spaces.
m Revitalization will benefit from streamlining land use policies and
removing unnecessary obstacles to investment.
m Reinvestment can make areas surrounding highways less auto-oriented.
o Revitalizing Older Centers- Priorities



Identify new centers, to relieve overburdened areas. This can be done by
developing underutilized areas.

Reaxmine mandatory parking rules.

Reduce the footprint of parking lots, and redevelop these spaces if
possible.

Carefully examine local land use laws.

Examine land development procedures, so that the development and
review process can be streamlined.

o Recentering Underutilized Developed Areas- Priorities

A redevelopment plan should be developed for municipalities, to introduce
Center-like features.

Connections between parcels are crucial (that minimize auto dependency).
Landscaped buffers should be altered to allow for more walking paths
Housing should be built in auto-oriented commercial strips whenever
possible

e C(Climate Change Goal
o Strategy

Actions that benefit public health, community resilience, and economic
stability should be encouraged.

Greenhouse gas reductions, decarbonization, and renewable energy should
be prioritized.

The negative impacts of climate change can be seen with destructive
weather events, higher temperatures, and reduced air quality.
Planning should balance land use and transportation concerns.

Land use decisions should reflect the best data available.

o Decarbonization- Priorities

State, county, and municipal efforts should be coordinated.

Energy efficient vehicles, heating, and construction should be
incentivized.

Land use and transportation planning should facilitate walking, cycling,
public transportation, and mixed-use zoning.

Advanced carbon sequestration (wetlands, forests, farmlands).

o Hazard Mitigation- Priorities

Local vulnerabilities must be assessed

These assessments should then be incorporated into land use strategies.
Adaptive infrastructure should be encouraged

Green canopies, controlled burning, watershed planning, and stormwater
modeling should all be used to mitigate the threat of natural disasters.

o Coastal Areas and Riverine Corridors- Priorities

Coastal areas are regulated by: the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act,
State Coastal Area Facility Review Act, National Parks and Recreation
Act, and Pinelands Protection Act.

There must be a coordinated, comprehensive coastal/riverine management
program.



m Natural habitats should be restored to mitigate flooding.

m These habitats could benefit the state economy through eco-tourism.

m These management policies should be aligned with emergency response
planning.

m High-hazard coastal and riverine areas have to be conserved.

m  Water resources should be used responsibly.

Natural and Water Resources Goal
o Strategy
m Resources should be protected, in line with current scientific data
m Development and redevelopment should be environmentally friendly.
m Atall levels of government, there should be an effort to reduce habitat
fragmentation, site disturbance, and greenhouse gas emissions.

m Development of parks and preserved land will protect habitats and
endangered/native species
m Investing in farmland preservation is strategic
m The viability of the agricultural industry must be preserved
m Farmland preservation benefits biodiversity, scenic landscape, water
resources, and overall quality of life.
o Habitat Preservation and Restoration- Goals
m Protect habitats of resident/migratory threatened and endangered species.
m  Municipalities should adopt construction requirements that minimize soil
disturbance.
m Urban tree canopies should be preserved/expanded.
m Environmentally significant forests should be mapped, acquired for public
purpose, and managed so they can be used for carbon sequestration.
m Forest management practices should protect watersheds/bodies of water.
m Buried teams should be resorted, and dams that have become unnecessary
should be removed.
o Agriculture and Food Production- Goals
m Farmers must contend with climate change
m Farmland preservation allows for: long-term viability of the agricultural
industry, mitigation of climate change impacts, and increased local food
production.
m Local building ordinances should facilitate agricultural construction and
associated seasonal uses.
o Air Quality- Priorities
m Fossil fuel vehicles should be converted to zero-emission ones.
m  Multiple types of land use should be located close together, to reduce the
need to travel by car.
o Water Quality- Priorities
m Conservation efforts between multiple agencies should be coordinated
m A watershed-based planning and permit program should be implemented
m County and municipal conservation planning should be aligned with the
Carrying Capacity of the local natural systems/landscape units



Water quality can be protected with stormwater treatment systems and
best-management practices.

Flood and stormwater management should be done a regional scale
New development should be required to limit the peak runoff rate
Wetlands and forests should be conserved and expanded, to manage
flooding and improve water quality

Water consumption should be reduced

Pollution and Environmental Clean-Up Goal

o Strategy
m Restore degraded natural areas.
m  Ecosystem integrity should be restored (especially in overburdened
communities).
m Maintain and improve the built environment.
o Goals
m Redevelopment efforts should focus on economic sustainability,
environmental sustainability, and equity.
m Lead paint abatement and the removal of lead from pipes must continue
m Effective waste management and recycling are necessary
o Brownfields and Lead- Priorities
m Brownfields
e The brownfield remediation process has been streamlined, but is
still lengthy
e Licensed Site Remediation Professional Program- people can
inspect brownfields without waiting for DEP oversight
e A brownfield’s remediation potential determines what it can be
used for afterwards
e Provide resources/assistance to communities with Brownfield
redevelopment plans
e C(reate brownfield strategies that involve cooperation from all
levels of government
m Lead

e Prioritize lead paint remediation/abatement in older housing
e Despite the costs, lead pipes must be replaced

o Waste Management and Recycling- Priorities

m Statutory and regulatory mechanisms for recycling/waste management
should be coordinated.
m Self-sufficiency should be encouraged.
m Promote the reuse and recycling of materials
m Exposure to toxic materials should be reduced.
m Composting should be encouraged.
O
Historic and Scenic Resources Goal
o Strategy
m Historic, cultural, and natural resources can support communities,

economic growth, and public enjoyment.



o QGoals
]
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Access to historic and cultural sites are necessary

Underrepresented groups should be consulted with to ensure cultural
resources are managed appropriately

All levels of government should protect artifacts

o Historic Resources, Cultural Resources, and the Arts- Priorities

Historic/Archaeological sites should be added to State and National
registries, and to municipal and planning documents

Promote the character of historic sites and landscapes

Historic preservation guidelines should be uniform among all levels of
government

Find the infrastructure improvements needed to protect historic resources
Adaptively reuse historic structures

Historic district management programs

Preserve and document archaeological materials

Support museums, libraries, and other cultural resources.

Art should be promoted in public buildings.

o Open Space and Recreational Resources- Priorities

e Equity Goal

Municipal, county, and regional plans should align with the Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan

Ensure there are adequate indoor/outdoor recreation facilities

Forests, grasslands, and other natural environments should be connected
with streams/rivers

Implement the NJ Trails Plan

Support rails-to-trails conversions

Enhance and protect open space, forests, wetlands, and recreation facilities
Provide public recreation facilities

Protect scenic forests, roads, trails, and waterways

Denote areas with critical habitats, that are below one square mile, Critical
Environmental Sites

o Strategy
m  Document environmental public-health challenges
m Encourage a reduction in pollution
m Restore streams and wetlands
m  Encourage green infrastructure
m An equitable housing plan
o Goals
m Stronger and fairer state for all residents
m Historic planning practices have harmed overburdened communities
m Overburdened communities are more significantly impacted by

environmental and public health concerns, and this must be rectified

o Equity and Environmental Justice- Priorities

Equitable outcomes must be provided for all NJ residents
State Plan benefits should be equally applied to all residents



All levels of government should encourage public participation

New innovative planning and land use strategies to address issues with
development and infrastructure

Sustainable farming, which may require additional investment

Programs that protect farming communities and the agriculture industry
The implementation of the state plan should not place an undue burden on
one group of residents

Equity should be a fundamental part of the decision making process at all
levels of government, and among private investors

2024 Comprehensive Planning Goal

o Strategy
m The State Plan and Plan Endorsement
m Land use and transportation planning should be closely aligned
m Planning should be at a regional/watershed level more than at a municipal
level
m Development, redevelopment, and conservation goals should be aligned
with the State Plan
m  Communities should have visioning sessions to inform the public about
planning initiatives
o Goals
m Communities’ physical design is significant in achieving the goals of the
State Plan
m Physical design can improve peoples’ quality of life, and encourage
investment in an area
m  Municipalities have most of the authority for determining design (NJ
Municipal Land Use Law)
m Specialized design review functions are determined by state agencies

o Comprehensive Planning and Design- Priorities

Encourage mixed land uses (whenever they are compatible)

Implement design guidelines that facilitate the goals of the State Plan
Circulation systems should maximize connectivity- this can be
accomplished by safe, multimodal transportation between different
segments

Areas of urban sprawl should look more like centers- diverse land uses,
removing buffers that separate different types of land uses, accessible
transportation

o Regional Planning and Areas of Critical State Concern

The State Plan should encourage integrated planning at all levels of
government.

The State Plan should be aligned with the Pinelands Commission,
Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council, NJ Sports and
Exposition Authority, Fort Monmouth Economic Revitalization Authority,
and Casino Reinvestment Development Authority.

o Pinelands- Priorities



m  The State Plan must acknowledge the authority of the Pinelands
Commission under the Pinelands Protection Act

m The State Plan and the Pinelands Comprehensive Management Plan
should be aligned

m There should be a coordinated review of developments that impact the
pinelands area

m If the pinelands and State plans are aligned, projects in the Pinelands can
get adequate funding

o Hackensack Meadowlands District- Priorities

m The Meadowlands has 3 distinct mandates: over the development of the
district, protect the balance of nature, and provide solid waste disposal
facilities.

m The New Jersey Meadowlands Commission was merged into the New
Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority (NJSEA), due to their shared
mission of promoting growth in the Highlands

m The NJSEA has statutory jurisdiction over the Hackensack Meadowlands
District

m The Hackensack Meadowlands District Master Plan and State Plan should
be closely aligned

m For lands in NJSEA jurisdiction, the commission will rely on NJSEA
plans and regulations to implement the State Plan

o New Jersey Highlands- Priorities

m The part of the Highlands in New Jersey recognized as a Special Resource

Area in 2001
o Fort Monmouth Economic Revitalization Authority (FMERA)- Priority

m The US DOD’s 2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission
recommended that Fort Monmouth be relocated to Aberdeen Proving
Ground, Maryland.

m Lands under FMERA jurisdiction should use FMERA plans and
regulations to implement the goals of the State Plan

m FMERA and State Plan planning efforts should be aligned

m Determine infrastructure investment priorities in FMERA jurisdiction that
align the State Plan priority system.

o Casino Reinvestment Development Authority (CRDA)- Priority
m Gambling in Atlantic City was authorized in 1976
m Casino Control Act of 1977- casinos must reinvest 2% of its gross revenue
e (asinos did not do this initially, the Casino Reinvestment

Development Authority was established, casinos had the option of
paying 2.5% of their revenue to the state or to reinvest 1.25%

m  The CRDA and State Plans should be aligned

m The Tourism District Master Plan and State Plan should be aligned

The State Plan Policy Map
o Link
o Introduction


https://nj-map.com/sdrp/stateplan/?override=1&zoom=11&lat=40.85303340031356&lng=-75.0634002685547&sc=0&basemap=Mapbox%20Satellite&layers=9445,9446,9490,9444,9441&ois=&oms=&po=

m 3 spatial concepts- planning areas, centers/nodes, environs. These should
support each other.
m Planning areas: areas of opportunities/limitations for development and
conservation
m Environs: Surround planning areas
m The State map applies to all land except military bases, open water, and
lands subject to the authority of regional planning authorities.
Policy Objectives
m Land use, housing, economic development, transportation, natural
resource conservation, agriculture and farmland preservation, recreation,
redevelopment, historic preservation, public facilities and services,
intergovernmental coordination.
Smart Growth Explorer
m Link
m This tool uses environmental and development/redevelopment data

e This data is used to produce a score of how suitable a site is for

development or conservation.
m  Warehouse development is subject to the Distribution Warehousing and
Goods Movement Guidelines
Planning Areas- A Geographic Framework for Livable Communities
m Investment in public infrastructure is needed
m Investment in natural, cultural, and agricultural resources is needed
m There are seven Planning Areas
Description, Delineation, and Intent, and of Planning Areas
m  Metropolitan Planning Area

e Intention: Metropolitan areas should be designed in a way that
limits gentrification, revitalizes urban areas, and protects the
character of stable communities.

e (riteria: density of 1000+ people per square mile, sufficient
water/sewer systems, public transit, larger than 1 square mile, and
a population greater than 25,000.

m Suburban Planning Area

e Intention: These areas should be walkable and multimodal, protect
natural resources, revitalize towns, and reverse sprawl
development.

e C(riteria: population density below 1,000 people per square mile,
infrastructure systems that can realistically be expected by 2050,
and a land area of at least 1 mile.

m Fringe Planning Area

e Intention: protect natural resources, revitalize towns and traditional
communities, accommodate growth in centers, serve as a transition
between metropolitan and suburban planning areas.

e C(riteria: population density under 1,000 people per square mile,
land area over one square mile, and overall lacking major
infrastructure investments.


https://nj-map.com/sdrp/model/?override=1&zoom=11&lat=40.8493976983769&lng=-74.97070312500001&sc=0&basemap=Mapbox%20Satellite&layers=9667,9547&ois=&oms=&po=

m Rural Planning Area and the Rural/Environmentally Sensitive Planning
Area

e Intention: maintain rural Environs, improve habitats, mitigate
autocentric infrastructure, promote agriculture/forestry, revitalize
urban areas, limit sewers and public water to Centers unless they
are necessary for public health.

e (riteria: population density under 1,000 people per square mile,
land area over one square mile, land is used for
agriculture/resource production or has the potential to be, water
and sewer public services, land meets the criteria for Rural
Planning Area and Environmentally Safe Planning Area

m Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area and Environmentally
Sensitive/Barrier Islands Planning Area

e Intention: protect environmental resources, restore habitats,
facilitate growth in centers, enhance and diversify the character of
stable communities.

e C(riteria: population density under 1,000 people per square mile,
land area over one square mile, and at least one of the following:

Trout production waters
Non-tidal Category I waters
Watershed of potable water supply sources
Prime aquifer recharge areas
Coastal wetlands
o Contiguous freshwater wetlands system
m Critical Environmental Sites & Historical and Cultural Sites
e Intention
o Preserve natural resources and systems, improve areas with
cultural/historic/open space/scenic/ recreational value.
o Has one of the following:
m Features for a Critical Environmental Site
designation
m Features for a Historical and Cultural Site
designation
e (riteria: At least 1 square mile, identified in planning documents,
protected by federal of state regulations, not currently under
regulatory review
o Parks, Open Space, and Natural Areas
m Intent: Protect natural resources, public recreational/educational resources,
maintain associated facilities
m These areas should be connected to open lands
o Military Installations

m Picatinny arsenal is the only military installation in the state

m  These lands are under federal jurisdiction, and not subject to the State Plan
o Centers

m Environments should have a variety complimentary uses

m Each center should have a central public space

0O O O O O



m  Types- urban, regional, town, village, hamlet.

o Nodes and Environs

m Node- single use, dense area
o Types: Commercial, Manufacturing, Heavy
Industry-Transportation-Utility, Working Waterfront, Medical
Facilities
e Communities can denote areas as Nodes as part of the Plan
Endorsement process
m Environ- area outside of a center boundary
e Not designated in the State Plan
e These can be undeveloped, forested areas or have limited
development. Urbanized Environs may end up becoming expanded
Centers.

e Implementation

o

This plan is necessary for sustainable prosperity through green initiatives, smart
growth, and climate change resilience.
Counties and municipalities are limited in terms of large-scale planning
initiatives, due to a lack of resources and extensive regulations from the state.
Regional plans should adhere to the state one.

m  Municipalities should view themselves as part of regions, and not

individual entities.

State agencies should have a consistent approach towards modernizing the
Municipal Land Use Law, Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, and County
Planning Act.
The State Plan is a framework for the government to make the most of New
Jersey’s strengths and address its weaknesses.



