Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday June 13, 2023
7:30 p.m.

IN-PERSON

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm.

ROLL CALL
Commissioner James Kern, Chairperson Kerry Pflugh, Vice Chairperson Clair Arcaro, Secretary Jeanette
lurato, Josephine Noone, Matt Polsky, and Erik Purasson were in attendance. Tom Nigro was absent.

SALUTE TO FLAG
Recited.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
March Minutes Approved (1% Josephine, 2" Claire) / May Minutes Approved (1% Josephine, 2™ Claire)
There were no meeting minutes for April because there wasn’t a meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Monica Sobon of Hope Township’s Green Team had questions regarding our outreach to municipalities,
will we assist municipalities with ordinance verbiage regarding warehouses, and mentioned that the
Highlands proposed that all towns address warehouse concerns. Chairperson Pflugh responded that
municipalities have been divided by our Committee members. Commissioner Kern informed Monica
that information on warehouses was sent to municipalities. Matt remarked that several Committee
members attended Hope’s Green Fair and complimented their event.

CORRESPONDENCE
None.

OLD BUSINESS
None.

NEW BUSINESS
None.

OTHER BUSINESS

e Commissioner Kern informed the Committee that the County has had good conversations with
the Highlands Council and that a lot hinges on our appointment to the Council. He has also
suggested that the County create overlayed zoning maps depicting limestone, ground soil
terrains, etc.; and discussed additional truck study to address weight restrictions of roads, which
municipalities can utilize for warehouse zoning. Commissioner Kern also provided an update on
the new Nature Center and that construction funds should be available in the 2024 budget. Also,
a new 2-mile loop trail officially opened in Oxford.
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Eric Purasson discussed composting, and that NYC has a compost mandate by 2025. He also
shared information on Mansfield’s Planning Board meeting regarding a proposal for 42 acres to
be utilized for composting. The proposal was denied. Josephine Noone suggested that Erik
discuss composting at the Committee’s fair attendance; and Chairperson Pflugh suggested that
Erik provide a composting display for the Committee’s table at the fair.

COMMITTEE COMMENT

Vice Chairperson Arcaro

Stated that the Warren County Rec Meeting for this evening was cancelled; townships pushed
back on stormwater from tier B to tier A upgrades due to funding issues; and that Belvidere,
Hope, and Allamuchy were selected by Rutgers for raingarden grants. She also mentioned that
Allamuchy is hoping to become the State’s 7" township to be named a habitat community and
that the NJ Audubon Society are stewards of this program. Guest Abby Christmann provided
Committee members with handouts on the program.

Chairperson Pflugh

Suggested that our Committee attend the Warren County Farmers Fair (July 29 — Aug 5).
Secretary lurato suggested we invite Mayors & Municipal Clerks to meet with our members at
the fair. Commissioner Kern suggested we also attend the Senior Expo at the fair. Vice
Chairperson Arcaro offered to obtain more information cards from nwf.org. Jennifer Correa-
Kruegel stated that she will be attending the fair and will distribute information regarding land
preservation. Josephine Noone offered to obtain flyers from Sustainable Jersey.

Commissioner Kern

Commissioner Kern requested Allamuchy site visits with Vice Chairperson Arcaro regarding
habitats so that the County can organize information on them. Matt Polsky asked if the habitats
are strictly for residential, and Vice Chairperson Arcaro stated that it is for both residential and
commercial properties.

Josephine Noone
Shared information about a sustainable green music & art event on June 17" in Washington
Boro.

Matt Polsky

Suggested that we report on what our respective townships are doing and what we attend
within our townships. He also spoke about the Foodshed Alliance’s discussions regarding climate
change and its impact on farms.
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PUBLIC COMMENT
Abby Christmann shared comments regarding composting and that compost traffic needs to be
considered, as well as impact on surrounding towns.

Monica Sobon discussed the Musconetcong Watershed with Commissioner Kern, who informed her that
they gave a presentation to Commissioners two years ago. She also discussed Hope’s need to borrow an
excavator from the County. Commissioner Kern said he will look into it.

ADJOURNMENT
Meeting was adjourned at 8:54pm (1° Jeanette, 2™ Claire).

NEXT MEETING
Next meeting July 11, 2023.



