
 
Warren County Environmental Advisory Board 
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ  07823-1949 

 
Minutes 

Tuesday, December 12, 2023 
7:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER Chair Kerry Kirk Pflugh called the meeting to order at 7:30 
 
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT: 
Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily 
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the 
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building.  Public participation is encouraged.  In 
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the 
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 

• Present: Commissioner James Kern, Clairanne Arcaro, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh, 
Matt Polsky, Erik Purasson 

 
• Absent: Tom Nigro (resigned) Jeanette Iurato (resigned) 

 
SALUTE TO FLAG 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 2023  

• Motion by Claire seconded by Josephine. All voted in favor. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

• Beth Hehn from the Warren County Parks Foundation came to see what our group is 
about and to offer trail help.   

 
• Jennifer Correa -Kruegel the Warren County Naturalist spoke about her upcoming 

wellness walks.  Goal is to get people out walking. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  None 
 
COMMITTEE  REPORTS 
 

• Claire Arcaro:  Attended the EC/Green Team meeting at Hope Township.  The chair of 
Frelinghuysen Green Team was in attendance.  The Rutgers Stewardship Program starts 
next month and will run through May.  It conflicts with this committee’s Tuesday 
meeting. 

 



• Josephine Noone: Doing an NWF presentation at Washington Library with Jennifer 
Correa-Krugel. 

• Eric Purasson: Concern over removal of ash trees and what will replace going forward. 
 

• Matt Polsky: MWA Presentation was attended.  Spoke about an article that he 
forwarded to the group about resiliency and sustainability next steps. 

 
• Commissioner Kern: Spoke about the two people that left the group, Tom Nigro with a 

conflict in schedule and Jeanette Iurato, joining the WC Economic Advisory Committee.  
Also mentioned two individuals that he will be asking to join. 

 
• Kerry Kirk-Pflugh: Old Business – The Dave Dech presentation from last month, will try 

to get a copy for us to review the tables.  New Business – What role the EC will play in 
the state planning regulations? It is an opportunity to take positions. By creating a 
subcommittee of land use, EC and county employees, it will free up the Planning Board 
to actually plan instead of doing administrative reviews. 

 
• Kerry also asked what our priorities for 2024.  Outreach opportunities, (Hope Green Fair, 

River Conference, Warren County Fair, Washington Farmers Market) how will we 
communicate.  Webpage is still in progress.  Matt mentioned that Warren county is not 
well represented in sustainable jersey, some discussion about the difficulties to 
complete due to the size of the municipalities.  Hope and Washington Boro are the only 
two certified.  Matt offered to secure a speaker from SJ to speak to us so that we can 
express our concerns. 

 
• Commissioners will be sponsoring the Commissioner Conservation Challenge in the new 

year.  The county will be signing up to become nwf.community habitat.  Perhaps putting 
together a challenge coin to give out to the schools. 

 
• Rutgers Stewardship Course. 

 
• New Meeting day – Third Wednesday at 7pm  (January 17th) 

 
CHAIR REPORT 
 
Office of Planning Advocacy - State Plan  
The Office of Planning Advocacy is sponsoring a number of webinars you and your staff should 
consider attending.  Each session runs for two hours.  They cover a wide range of municipal 
planning topics from infrastructure planning for transportation, housing, open space, economic 
development, climate change, and more.  The first webinar is scheduled for this Friday, October 
6 and covers Infrastructure Strategies for Transportation, Water and other utilities. Please click 
on the link below to see the times and topics of these important 
sessions.  https://www.publicinput.com/njstateplan#2 
 
ADJOURNMENT Motion by Claire, Seconded by Matt. 

 

https://www.publicinput.com/njstateplan#2

