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Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

Minutes
Wednesday, September 18, 2024

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 pm

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by
forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily Record
and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the Warren County
Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In order to assure full public
participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the meeting should submit any
requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:
Present: Clairanne Arcaro, Josephine Noone, Matt Polsky, Audra Frank
Absent: Commissioner James Kern, Kerry Pflugh, Erik Purasson

SALUTE TO FLAG

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - July 17, 2024, Motion to approve the minutes Clairanne, 2" Audra. Approved
by acclamation.

PUBLIC COMMENT -

e Jennifer Correa-Kruegel shared that the Pollinator Protectors did work at the Ramseyburg
Homestead. Discussed possibility of doing educational programs on maple sugaring at
Ramseyburg.

e Michele St. Andre shared that the Pollinator Protectors next planning meeting is September 30
5:00 at the Hope Community Center. Member of the public are welcome to attend.

CORRESPONDENCE-None

COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS

Josephine: Washington Borough is continuing to focus on achieving NWF Community Habitat
Certification and members of the public and committee members suggested ways to get more
properties certified.

Audra: She is going to look into getting Phillipsburg to participate in NWF Community Habitat
Certification and get assistance from the Rotary Club.

Matt: Shared articles he had written about climate change and farming in Warren County. Matt noted
that Buckhorn Creek Wildlife Area has recently been sign posted and trails are accessible.

Clairanne: Rutgers accepted Claire, Jennifer, and Michele’s individual projects for Rutgers Environmental
Stewardship Certification. The Warren County Commissioners recognized the Pollinator Protectors as a
Task Force of the WCEAC. The Pollinator Protectors have been doing projects throughout Warren
County.

CHAIR REPORT: Not present

OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner’s Challenge Community Wildlife Habitat Project: Update tabled to future meeting



Sustainable Jersey Reintroduction Initiative:
Josephine made a motion to proceed with the Sustainable Jersey Reintroduction on October 16 at 7:00
pm at the WCEAC meeting, 2" Clairanne. Approved by acclamation.

Matt has confirmed that Hope Mayor Timothy McDonough and Hope Environmental Commission Chair
Monica Sabon will be at the event along with Randy Solomon, the Executive Director of Sustainable
Jersey. We would like Matt to invite Emily Hammer to provide information on the Municipal Carbon
Footprint Action Plan. Matt has 1-3 names for each community in Warren County. Matt will draft a letter
and get it approved by Kerry and copy the other members of the committee. Audra will help Matt get
contact emails for all of the people we want to invite. Matt will send the letter of invitation ASAP and
RSVPs will go to him. Matt will create an agenda for the presentation.

NEW BUSINESS

Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic River Management Council (LDWSRMOC) Initiative: Tara Mezzanotte,
Warren County’s representative to the Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic River Management Council
(LDWSRMC) provided an update. The Tributary Expansion Project is going well. The Paulins Kill
Watershed Group is seeking full Wild & Scenic designation. They are presenting information to
communities along the Paulins Kill to gain their support and are being well received. There was
discussion about outreach to the Town of Phillipsburg regarding the LDWSRMC Initiative. Tara would like
to provide us with regular updates.

Audra made a motion that Tara will provide us with regular updates on the LDWSRMC Initiative at our
monthly meetings, 2" Clairanne. Approved by acclamation.

OTHER BUSINESS: Monica Sabon suggested that we provide all of the municipalities in Warren County
with information on environmental projects and programs that are successfully implemented in one
municipality so that they can be implemented by other municipalities, so one of our roles would be to
gather and then widely share information.

ADJOURNMENT 8:24 pm Audra made a motion to adjourn, 2" Matt. Approved by acclamation.



