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Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

Minutes
Wednesday, July 17, 2024

CALL TO ORDER: 7:04 pm

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by
forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily Record
and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the Warren County
Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In order to assure full public
participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the meeting should submit any
requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Commissioner James Kern, Clairanne Arcaro, Audra Frank, Josephine Noone, Matt Polsky, Kerry
Pflugh, Erik Purasson

Absent: None

SALUTE TO FLAG

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - June 19, 2024 Claire made a motion to approve seconded by Audra.
Approved by acclamation with Kerry abstaining.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None
CORRESPONDENCE: None

COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS

e C(Claire Arcaro reported on the NWF Community Wildlife Habitat Commissioners’ Challenge for
Warren County. We have 415 habitats, 50 points for Outreach, 40 points for Education, 40 points for
Registration, and 20 points for Administration. As of last evening, Claire submitted for certification
for Warren County. We will be the first county in NJ to be certified as a Community Wildlife Habitat.
Hackettstown High School, Phillipsburg High School, and two schools in Hope registered as NWF
School Wildlife Habitats. Claire has a goal to continue to certify more schools in Warren County.
Claire and Jennifer Correa-Kruegel have been completing many volunteer hours with the Pollinator
Protectors. Claire completed her Environmental Stewardship project in Allamuchy, the trail and
signage behind Panther Valley. Jennifer Correa-Kruegel also completed her project, the native plant
pollinator garden at the Wayne Dumont Building.

e Erik Purasson reported that we have had volatile weather in the month of July. We have had half the
amount of rainfall we normally have in July and we have had significant storms and wind. Erik went
to the Farmers’ Market in Phillipsburg and met some honey farmers, Little Dipper Bees. He found
out that Warren County exports honey bees to California to pollinate crops. He suggested that we
invite the honey farmers from Little Dipper Bees to come to speak to us at one of our meetings.

e Matt Polsky attended a presentation organized by Food Shed Alliance on their local grains project on
July 10™ at Marksboro Mills. It was well attended by local farmers. Matt reached out to Hope Mayor
McDonough and Monica Sobon. Mayor McDonough is willing to facilitate a discussion with other
mayors and municipal staff on Sustainable Jersey certification if other people set a date, organize
the meeting, and invite people.



e Commissioner Kern suggested that we invite the mayors to celebrate Warren County’s NWF
Community Wildlife Habitat certification. Commissioner Kern will send a letter to the mayors letting
them know that someone from the WCEAC will reach out to invite municipal representatives to be
liaisons.

e Audra Frank: Nothing to report.

e Josephine Noone: Nothing to report.

e CHAIR REPORT: Kerry recognized Claire for her extraordinary effort on the Commissioners’
Challenge. We all gave her a round of applause. The NJ School of Conservation received funding
from the state to continue their work and Kerry would like to get Warren County students to
participate in their educational programs. Climate change education is available to teachers through
the NJ School of Conservation. Teachers receive a $150 stipend and a toolbox with teaching
materials. To register go to Ramapo.edu then Climate Change Learning Cooperative. Please share
the information and press release that Kerry will send.

NEW BUSINESS

Claire made a resolution, seconded by Josephine, to send a resolution to the Warren County
Commissioners recommending that the Pollinator Protectors be recognized as an official subcommittee
of the WCEAC working on behalf of Warren County. Approved by acclamation with Commissioner Kern
abstaining. Claire will create the wording for the resolution.

PRESENTATION

Emily Hammer, Director of Public Works, provided an explanation of her role. She is in charge of all of
the physical infrastructure in Warren County. She is LEAD accredited. She is currently working with
FEMA as part of the recovery from the storm and flooding last year. She and Commissioner Kern are in
discussion with SSP Architects on envisioning and planning a Warren County Carbon Footprint Study.
She suggested that the topics could include: energy efficiency, renewable energy, electric vehicles,
sustainable procurement, smart growth/zoning, and preserved land offsets. We also discussed metrics,
engagement, and next steps.

Energy Efficiency: In 2009, state-funded energy audits were completed on several buildings and some
measures were taken as a result of the audits. Ms. Hammer wants to look back to see the results of
those projects and what steps should be taken now, including participating in new state funding and
other grants for further energy audits.

Renewable Energy: Ms. Hammer generally looks at cost efficiency as a metric. Solar projects provide
savings on energy and tax credits so Ms. Hammer feels that when there is no natural gas service to a
county building, solar is both a cost and energy efficient option. In response to a question from the
public, Commissioner Kern noted that a November 2021 NJ State law requires solar as part of
warehouse applications after July 2022. If the warehouse is 100,000 square feet or more, 40% of roof
space must be reserved for solar.

Sustainable Procurement: Audra noted the importance of the paint, carpet, and other products used in
constructing and furnishing the buildings, including windows that can be opened and shut. Natural
lighting is also important.

Electric Vehicles: Currently, Ms. Hammer is having difficulty sourcing hybrid fleet vehicles on state
contract. Warren County pre-purchased chargers with grant money but has not yet installed them as we
don’t have the vehicles yet. Warren County received a grant to put a charging station at Bread Lock Park.
Smart Growth & Zoning: How do we work together in partnership with the municipalities to concentrate
development and preserve open space. We can look at neighboring counties to see what they are doing.
Preserved Land Offsets: Corey Tierney has recommended that we can calculate how forested areas of
county-owned land offset carbon. Matt recommended that we calculate a baseline now for our current
carbon footprint as well as carbon sequestration on forested lands. Matt also recommended that we
have discussions with local farmers regarding climate-smart farming and preserved land as well. Kerry
noted that farms/farmers should be included in Smart Growth & Zoning discussions as wells as
Preserved Land Offsets. Claire also noted that farmers need native plants because we need pollinators.
Ms. Hammer noted that Sustainable Procurement included purchasing and planting native plants.



Next Steps: Ms. Hammer will take our feedback and work with SSP Architects to get started. It was
noted that currently, the SADC does not include climate change measures or sustainability in the metrics
for farmland preservation. Warren County also budgets $500,000 per year for preserving open space.

OLD BUSINESS

Sustainable Jersey Forum: Matt is planning a forum to provide information on Sustainable Jersey to
municipalities in Warren County. Matt reached out to Hope Mayor McDonough and Monica Sobon
already. Monica Sobon attended our meeting today and spoke on the certification process and
roadblocks to achieving certification and recertification. She recommended that we create a Sustainable
Jersey Regional Hub and provided us with a handout showing current regional hubs. Matt will speak
with representatives from Sustainable Jersey to begin to plan the forum for a date in the fall, tentatively
our meeting on October 16™. We need to invite members of municipal environmental commissions and
green teams.

NEW BUSINESS

Warren County Fair Sign up:

Sat., July 27 3:00-6:00 pm: Josephine, Kerry, Audra

Sun., July 28 3:00-6:00 pm: Erik, Matt

Sat., Aug 3 3:00-6:00 pm: Audra, Matt

We will display the Commissioner’s Challenge Trifold Board that Claire created and provide NWF
handouts on how to get certified (Josephine has these). Please wear your WCEAC polo shirts.

Kerry proposed that we do not meet in August since we will be volunteering at the fair. Our next
meeting will be in September.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn at 9:15 pm made by Claire, seconded by Audra. Approved by
acclamation.

Next Meeting Date: September 18, 7:00 pm.

Submitted by: Josephine Noone



