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Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

Minutes
Wednesday, June 19, 2024

CALL TO ORDER: 7:02 pm

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by
forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily Record
and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the Warren County
Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In order to assure full public
participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the meeting should submit any
requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Commissioner James Kern, Clairanne Arcaro (Chaired this meeting), Audra Frank, Josephine
Noone, Matt Polsky, Erik Purasson

Absent: Kerry Pflugh

SALUTE TO FLAG
The Committee acknowledges and celebrates Juneteenth today.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - April 17, 2024 Erik made a motion to approve seconded by Matt. Approved
by acclamation with Josephine abstaining.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

CORRESPONDENCE: ANJEE sent a letter congratulating Jennifer Correa-Kruegel for being chosen for an
Excellence in Environmental Education Award for 2024. The members of the committee congratulated
Jennifer.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS

e Audra Frank from Stewartsville introduced herself as the newest member of the committee. She
owns a painting business and is committed to sustainable business practices.

e  Erik Purasson provided some information on the pond ecosystem he has created on his property.

e Matt Polsky attended the Washington Borough Sustainably Green Music & Arts Festival and talked
to representatives of MWA, Citizens Climate Lobby, and NJDEP Drive Green NJ. Matt attended the
Food Shed Alliance Forum on Climate Smart Agriculture on June 18™. NJ Dept. of Agriculture is
providing grants to farmers to become more climate resilient.

e Josephine Noone reported on the Washington Borough Sustainably Green Music & Arts Festival
which took place on June 15, The Washington Borough Green Team and Matt Polsky provided
information. The Washington Borough Green Team also attended the Hope Green Fair on April 27 to
promote the NWF Certified Wildlife Program & the Commissioners’ Conservation Challenge.

e Claire Arcaro noted that over 425 people and 51 vendors attended the Hope Green Fair on April 27.
She and Jennifer promoted the Commissioners’ Conservation Challenge and gave out information
and wildflower seeds. Commissioner Kern recognized Monica Sobon for her service. The Rutgers
Environmental Steward Program concluded and Warren County hosted the celebratory dinner.
Jennifer and Claire have created the Warren County Pollinator Protectors. Claire finished a pollinator
garden project in Allamuchy.



e Jennifer Correa-Kruegel shared that she and Claire are completing 60 volunteer hours as part of the
Environmental Steward Program. Today they completed the demonstration garden at the Wayne
Dumont, Jr. Administration Building. The Warren County Commissioners approved the expenditure
of funds to purchase locally-sourced native plants from Wild Ridge Plants in Allamuchy. The Youth
Corp sodded and removed the first layer of earth. Buildings & Grounds provided additional soil and
wood chips. Jennifer, Claire and the Pollinator Protectors Group planted 100 plants today This will
be a demonstration garden project for the public. We will visit the garden when the meeting
adjourns this evening.

e Commissioner Kern met with Emily Hammer, Director of Public Works, and SSP Architects, a third-
party vendor, to talk about ideas for how to reduce Warren County’s carbon footprint through
policy implementation, education, and the buildings and grounds. He also discussed purchasing and
installing water fountain/water bottle filling stations at all County buildings. Plans are moving
forward with acquiring grants and funding for building a meat processing facility in Oxford on the
site of the old incinerator. Jim and Kerry attended the League of Conservation Voters Annual Gala.

CHAIR REPORT: N/A

OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner’s Challenge Community Wildlife Habitat Project — update
e (Claire stated that we have all of our education points completed. We have 369 habitat points
out of 400 completed. We need to continue to recruit schools (5 pts.) and businesses (3 pts.) to
reach our goal.

NEW BUSINESS

Warren County Fair Sign up: We will have the same spot we had last year. We will continue to promote
the Commissioners’ Conservation Challenge and use the display that Claire created for the Hope Green
Festival which is beautiful. We can provide handouts on the table. Both Claire and Jim let Erin know that
we will have a table and display. Jim suggested we give something out and Claire suggested tube
squeezers as advertising for our group. These will be purchased.

We will have volunteers at the table on: Sat. July 27, Sun. July 28 & Sat. Aug 3.

Audra suggested that she could try to get Key Club volunteers to assist with the Warren County Fair.
Audra suggested a display on what you can and cannot recycle. Jim will talk to Dave Dech about having a
display on that subject. Audra could also get discount coupons from Ace Hardware, Paintpourri, and
other stores that sell paint in Warren County as giveaways for our table.

There was some discussion of potential new actions we could take as a committee. Jennifer suggested
that as we think globally, we need to act locally by participating in volunteer organizations, educating
people, and implementing our ideas. Audra had some suggestions about reducing food waste in schools.
Matt will plan a forum to provide information on Sustainable Jersey Certification and invite mayors and
other representatives from municipalities. Matt will reach out to Hope Mayor McDonough, Monica
Sobon, and representatives from Sustainable Jersey to begin to plan the forum for a date in the fall.
OTHER BUSINESS

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn at 8:21 pm made by Erik, seconded by Audra. Approved by
acclamation.

Next Meeting Date: July 17, 7:00 pm.

Submitted by: Josephine Noone



