
 
Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee 

165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ  07823-1949 
 

DRAFT 
Minutes 

Wednesday, April 17, 2024 
7:00 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER – Chair Kerry Pflugh called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm 
 
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT: 
Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily 
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the 
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In 
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the 
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

• Present: Commissioner James Kern, Clairanne Arcaro, Eric Purrason, Kerry Pflugh, Matt 
Polsky 

• Absent: Josephine Noone, two open positions 
 
SALUTE TO FLAG 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

• March 20, 2024:  Motion made by Clairann to accept and seconded by Matt. All present 
voted in favor, although Eric abstained. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE: None. 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS: 

• Claire reported an update on the Rutgers Environmental Steward (RES) Program that 
four county residents are taking: 

• The combined project planned at the Dumont Building is a Demonstration Native 
Garden. 

• There is an effort to form a chapter of the New Jersey Native Plant Chapter for 
Warren County. 

• An end of the Program Pot Luck will be hosted by Warren County for neighboring 
counties in the program Hunterdon and Mercer. 

• Matt reported that the Musconetcong Watershed Association (MWA) had a litter clean-up. 
Also, they are scheduled for a Vision Stakeholder meeting the next day on Natural 
Resources Management and Disaster Preparation in the morning; and Housing, 
Infrastructure, and Workforce Preparation in the afternoon. 

• Commissioner Kern reported that the Manager, Parks & Grounds position has been posted 
on the County website. 



• CHAIR REPORT: Kerry noted that _______? 
 
National Wildlife Federation Commissioners’ Conservation Challenge update:  
• The Hope Green Fair is April 27th.  The trifold displays will be used for the WCEAC table. 
• NWF- Commissioners Conservation Challenge Status. The County has 276 out of the needed 

400 Habitats. Training and Outreach points are at 110 out of 150 
• Claire acknowledges the efforts of Len McClusky and Monica S(__) 
• There will be a Green Infrastructure Workshop given by Professor Obrupta and ______? 
• It was noted that there still is not a Warren County Farm Extension Agent 
• Commissioner Kern is going to meet with County Superintendent Rosalie Lamonte to get 

her support for registering Warren County Schools. The Warren County Commissioners will 
do an Earth Day Proclamation on Tuesday, April 23, in the Allamuchy Municipal Building and 
publicize the work that the WCEAC is doing. 

• Commissioner Kern mentioned that only native plants will be used on County property (?) 
• Kerry suggested looking at using more pervious materials at County properties when paving 

must be used. Commissioner Kern will talk to staff about this 
• For DASACC’s Night at the Races, at Independence Fire House on April 19, Claire created a 

gift basket for the Warren County Commissioners that promotes the Commissioners’ 
Conservation Challenge. 

• There will be a program in Phillipsburg at Shappell Park on April 21, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
for Earth Day as part of the Commissioners’ Challenge. Jennifer Correa-Kruegel is planning 
the program with NORWESCAP and the NJ Youth Corp. They will give away red oak tree 
saplings and bird house kits. There will also be a composting demonstration. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: N/A 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
There was a discussion about how the WCEAC communicates to the Public, as well as what is 
necessary for it to have an impact. 
 
On the former, Commissioner Kern mentioned communicating at a “Teacher of the Year” 
event(?), including through the Donaldson family. Kerry mentioned connecting to the Future 
Farmers of America, 4H, the Girl Scouts, Shade Tree Commissioners, and “Next Door Neighbor. 
(?)” It was noted that the County does have a social media presence through “What’s 
happening in Warren County.”  
Jennifer Correa-Kruegel suggested using Ridge ___? And Echo ____? Eric Derby of the Foodshed 
Alliance (FSA) suggested recruiting interns and more use of social media. 
 
On effectiveness, it was discussed whether impact depends on individual WCEAC members 
driving implementation efforts, as opposed to using County Staff resources. As that capacity is 
limited, perhaps it would be better to just look at programs as they come in. No conclusion was 
reached.   
 
Three Presentations 

1) Tara __, the Warren County representative to the Lower Delaware Partnership, (missing 
transition) ___, Wild & Scenic River _____ discussed the Paulinskill River, with the aim to 
include it for official Wild & Scenic designation (Is this right?) There is a study to include 
additional tributaries. (Missing something?) They are approaching Municipalities to 
support the Study (?)    



 
If Congress approves funding, there will be a fuller study (?), with the aim for a new Law 
by 2031. This is not a regulatory program, but would facilitate obtaining grants. The 
WCEAC has already provided conceptual support (?), but will be approached later for 
more support. Matt suggested the Paulinskill could benefit from a similar-type of Vision 
as the MWA is doing for the Musconetcong. 

 
2) Eric Derby, of FSA, spoke about some of their projects, and provided a hand-out of FSA’s 

“Programs.” FSA “works at the intersection of Food, Farming, & the Environment.” 
Some FSA projects: (a) Sustainable Agriculture Enterprise (SAgE), which provides long 
term leases for new farmers, and emphasizes Regenerative Agriculture that protects the 
environment. SAgE’s first farmer started in Bread Lock Park. They are increasing their 
educational efforts to farmers and applying for grants to support farmers, such as from 
USDA and NRCS, including to finance soil conservation measures like as wind breaks; (b) 
“River Friendly” Certification for farmers. Farmers must implement “Best Practices.” 
There are currently seven Certified farmers; (c) Manage a Farmer’s Market in 
Blairstown, which has brought $4.5M into the local economy; (d) gleaning, which 
through relationships with farmers, sends volunteers onto their land to collect 
unsellable food to give to food panties. The farmers do this for free. FSA is  expanding, 
offering “Pay What You Can” Dinners for those who are hungry, received a grant for a 
mobile food processing truck, that would travel to farms, and could help with 
“reskilling” such as canning, and a “Wash-&-Pick” facility to _____?; and (e) using New 
Jersey Highlands Council funding, for a new initiative to encourage a “Grain Economy.” 
This will both encourage small, local farmers to grow grain, which would increase their 
economic resiliency and improve their soil, and catalyze processers to sell it to buyers. 
They will do a market analysis of what is possible for this economic sector. 
 
In addition, FSA is a member of the New Jersey Food Democracy Collaborative, which 
focuses on policy; works with the New Jersey National Organic Food Association (NOFA), 
which recently helped establish the first organic food Board in the New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture; co-started the Warren County Hunger Coalition; are 
members of the Urban Agriculture Cooperative, which distributes food in Newark food 
deserts; and NORWESCAP to buy food from new farmers. They are increasing their 
efforts to find ways to pay farmers. They are also increasing their attention to “Cultural” 
foods.  
 
The FSA hand-out said that “100 acres of preserved farmland [are] now being farmed 
with climate resilient agricultural practices.” 
 
Eric had two suggestions for the WCEAC on how it could work with them to merge the 
environment and farming: look for new farmers willing to allow gleaning, and look for 
land for new farmers. 
 
There was some discussion about regenerative agriculture, including how buffers strips 
on farms, funded through NRCS and the USDOA’s Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program, can help biodiversity. 
 
Commissioner Kern said there is a lot of potential here and sees opportunities for a 
larger relationship with FSA. Kerry agreed there is  alignment and a lot of food for 
thought. Commissioner Kern suggested bringing in Cory Tierney for brainstorming. 



There was also a suggestion for Commissioner Kern to talk to educators about food 
waste, which could reduce their costs. 
      

3) Matt discussed three options for the EAC’s Third Project, as they had agreed to do at the 
last meeting: (1) Choose one of the options discussed by FSA; (2) Ask Hope Mayor 
McDonough to spearhead a meeting with the County’s Mayors to discuss more of their 
towns adopting the Sustainable Jersey Program, as had been discussed two meetings 
ago; and (3) Take some step on climate change. In turn, two options were suggested for 
the latter: (a) set a County Goal for carbon emissions reduction, either for just County 
government or for the entire County; or (b) focus on improving the carbon performance 
of just the former, including in its operations, buildings, transportation, and landscaping.  

 
Kerry suggested getting NJDEP data on Warren County’s carbon emissions.  
Commissioner Kern will look into doing an energy audit of the County’s buildings. Then 
the County could decide whether to do it. He mentioned that charging stations are 
easier than getting electric cars for the County. He mentioned that a new County 
parking lot will have solar installed on it. Matt suggested reaching out to homeowners 
for a similar energy audit by the State’s contractor. 

 
SECOND PUBLIC COMMENT: Renee Mathez discussed the need to preserve more land in the 
County, including the permanent preservation of privately-owned forests (?). Commissioner 
Kern said the County is looking for more land to preserve and suggested Renee speak to Cory 
Tierney. Eric Derby (?) suggested the County more aggressively pursue Garden State Trust 
funding. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Motion made by Clairann and seconded by Matt to adjourn at 9:10 pm.  All 
present voted in favor. 
 
Next Meeting Date: May 15, 7:00 pm. 
 
Submitted by: Matt Polsky 


