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Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

RELS

Minutes
Wednesday, March 20, 2024
7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER - Chair Kerry Pflugh called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:
e Present: Commissioner James Kern, Clairanne Arcaro, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh,
Matt Polsky

e Absent: Eric Purrason, two open positions
SALUTE TO FLAG

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
e February 21, 2024: Motion made by Claire to accept and seconded by Matt. All present
voted in favor.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Jennifer Correa-Kruegel reported that the Warren County Bicentennial
Cultural and Heritage Advisory Board is having a Concert on Saturday, July 13. They invited the
WCEAC to come and set up a table. Conserve Wildlife of NJ is currently scheduling amphibian
crossings for the mass migrations of amphibians that occur in the spring. Some have already
taken place. Commissioner Kern stated that WCEAC could help to publicize this next year.

CORRESPONDENCE: The MWA invited the WCEAC to participate in the next round of their
vision plan on Monday, March 25, 12-3:00 pm.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS:

e Josephine reported that Diana Dove, who is a founder and volunteer for the Karen Nash
Memorial Butterfly Garden (KNMBG), wrote an article for Gardener News on the
Commissioners’ Conservation Challenge that will be published on April 1%. The website is
www.gardenernews.com. She also registered the KNMBG/Memorial Elementary School as a
Certified Wildlife Habitat.

e C(laire provided an update on the NWF Commissioners’ Conservation Challenge (see below).

e Matt reported that he attended a Maker Space Event at the Warren County Library at which
the Warren County Garden Club had a display table. He attended the MWA presentation on
the Future of Farming with a speaker from the Foodshed Alliance. He went to the Foodshed
Alliance Green Drinks event at Buttzville Brewery in Washington Borough. Manish Chand is



http://www.gardenernews.com/

going to help the Foodshed Alliance develop a grains-based economy. The Northwest Jersey
Jewish Center had an energy audit. Matt asked if we should come up with a third major
project to work on and the members present agreed that we could.

Commissioner Kern reported that funding for the nature center at Bread Lock Park and a
fulltime Park Manager is in the 2024 Warren County budget for 2" reading. Commissioner
Kern is working with Warren County Public Works and the County Administrator on creating
an ordinance that ensures that native plants are used in county landscaping projects. He is
also going to work with the Warren County Shade Tree Commission to ensure they are
planting native trees. He toured the new wing of the Mars plant and they shared that they
are moving away from plastic to paper-based packaging.

CHAIR REPORT: Kerry noted that the environmental portions of the NJ State budget have
been cut in the proposed 2024 budget, including DEP funding. Many budgets of not-for-
profits focused on the environment have been cut. Please pay attention to the budget
hearings. A coalition of environmental groups are working together to publicize and push
back against these cuts and advocate for increased funding in the environmental realm. Sign
up for NJPolitico to get more information.

National Wildlife Federation Commissioners’ Conservation Challenge update:

Claire reported on where we stand and also gave us a printout of the dashboard with that
information: 198 certified wildlife habitats; 276/400 habitat points; 25/40 registration
points; 40/40 education points; 20/50 community outreach points; 15/20 administration
points.

She distributed posters that will be posted in all of the municipal buildings in Warren
County. She has already posted many of them. 50 were printed in all.

Commissioner Kern is going to meet with County Superintendent Rosalie Lamonte next
week to get her support for registering Warren County Schools.

The Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee is a member of the Association for
New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC). Kerry is going to invite Georgia Madiba
(ANJEC Membership Manager) to our next meeting to talk to us about how we can apply for
grants and utilize their resources. Matt noted that we could attend ANJEC’s annual
conference in the fall and we could do a panel on the Commissioners’ Conservation
Challenge.

Commissioner Kern got permission for us to create a demonstration garden at the Wayne
Dumont Jr. County Administration Building in conjunction with the group completing the
Environmental Steward Program (Claire Arcaro, Jennifer Correa-Kruegel, and Beth Hehn).
Jennifer wants Jared Rosenbaum of Wild Ridge Plants in Pohatcong to come out to the site
to consult on what could/should be planted. Then Claire and Jennifer could determine how
many plants they need and the cost. We can get some plants from NWF. Commissioner
Kern said that there are some funds available that are already earmarked for the WCEAC.
We just need a quote. Claire wants to get school children involved in painting rocks as a
border around the garden.

Claire gave the MWA a copy of the Commissioners’ Conservation Challenge poster and the
digital version and they sent out the digital version with their email blast to all MWA
members.

For DASACC’s Night at the Races, at Independence Fire House on April 19, Claire created a
gift basket for the Warren County Commissioners that promotes the Commissioners’
Conservation Challenge.

There will be a program in Phillipsburg at Shappell Park on April 21, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm,
for Earth Day as part of the Commissioners’ Challenge. Jennifer Correa-Kruegel is planning



the program with NORWESCAP and the NJ Youth Corp. They will give away red oak tree
saplings and bird house kits. There will also be a composting demonstration.

OLD BUSINESS: N/A

NEW BUSINESS:
e We have 4 planned events this year. Committee members volunteered for each event:
o Hope Green Fair (4/27): Josephine Noone, Claire Arcaro
o Sustainably Green Music & Arts Festival in Washington Borough (6/15): Josephine
Noone, Matt Polsky
o Warren County Bicentennial Cultural and Heritage Advisory Board Concert (7/13): ?
o Warren County Farmers’ Fair (July 27-Aug 3): Everybody will pick a day
o Northwest New Jersey Rivers Conference (9/28): Kerry Pflugh

e Commissioner Kern said that we could get involved in providing input to the update of the
Warren County Master Plan. He will invite the planners to come and speak to us. (This could
be our third major project as suggested by Matt above.)

e The Warren County Commissioners will do an Earth Day Proclamation on Tuesday, April 23,
in the Allamuchy Municipal Building and publicize the work that the WCEAC is doing.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion made by Claire and seconded by Matt to adjourn at 8:33 pm. All
present voted in favor.

Next Meeting Date: April 17, 2024, 7:00 pm.

Submitted by: Josephine Noone



