
 
Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee 

165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ  07823-1949 
 

Minutes 
Wednesday, February 21, 2024 

7:00 p.m. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – Chair Kerry Pflugh called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm 
 
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT: 
Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily 
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the 
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building.  Public participation is encouraged.  In 
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the 
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

• Present: Commissioner James Kern, Clairanne Arcaro, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh, 
Matt Polsky, Eric Purasson 

• Absent: two open positions 
 
SALUTE TO FLAG 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

• January 17, 2024:  Motion made by Claire to accept and seconded by Matt.  All present 
voted in favor, except Eric who abstained. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Manish Chand, owner of Greenbytes Farm in Oxford, offered to create 100 
wildflower seed packets for us to give out with our NWF Wildlife Habitat postcards at the Hope 
Green Fair. He recommended that we reach out to the FFA at Warren Hills regarding the NJ 
School of Conservation and other environmental programs. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: None 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS: 

• Josephine reported that on Mon. Feb. 12, 6:30-7:30 pm, she and Jennifer Correa-
Kruegel, Park Naturalist for the Warren County Department of Land Preservation, 
presented a Gardening for Wildlife Program at the Washington Public Library, 20 Carlton 
Ave., Washington, NJ. 32 people attended, including Commissioner Kern and 
Washington Borough Councilman Chris Infinito. We provided information on native 
plants and where to buy them; and how to attract birds, butterflies, and other backyard 
wildlife. We also provided information on how people can certify their properties as 
NWF Backyard Habitats. Diana Dove has offered to have the Karen Nash Memorial 
Butterfly Garden be a demonstration garden for the Commissioners’ Conservation 
Challenge. She is also joining the Washington Borough Community Wildlife Habitat Core 
Team and is writing an article about the initiatives in the county and borough. 



• Claire reported that the Green Fair for Hope is on Saturday, April 27, and we need to 
decide who will be at the table. The Rutgers Environmental Steward program is in its 5th 
week. Claire and Jennifer will share more information at a later date. Beth Hehn is also 
attending the Environmental Steward program. 

• Eric sent out an email about a Farming for the Future Program by Joel Salatin on 
Saturday, March 9, in one of the Bruderhoff Communities in Montgomery, NY. He 
recommends the presentation and going to visit a Bruderhoff Community. 

• Matt spoke about the University of Delaware presentation on the Economic Value of 
Ecosystem Services that we saw previously in draft form. The final version has been 
completed and it will be released in the spring. MWA is continuing with their process of 
meeting with the  public and gathering feedback for creation of their vision statement. 
WRNJ had a session today on Precision Agriculture. WCCC is going to be helping farmers 
with their drones to use resources more economically/sustainably. Matt heard that 
Richard Cotton is applying for a grant to create a Northwest Processing and Innovation 
Center in Oxford to slaughter beef humanely. The Highlands Council has awarded four 
grants in Warren County, NJ, including a grant for the Food Shed Alliance to develop a 
grain economy, specifically organic grains. The Food Shed Alliance is hosting Green 
Drinks at Buttzville Brewery, on Thursday, March 7th at 6:00 pm. The organization NJ 
Statewide Support Services links social justice and environmental issues. Matt put them 
in touch with Local Share in Oxford on a potential gleaning project. The Jewish Center of 
Norwest Jersey in Washington Borough is going to do an Energy Audit of the synagogue 
and get recommendations regarding installing solar systems. 

 
 
CHAIR REPORT: Kerry attended the presentation on Gardening for Wildlife at the Washington 
Public Library. She was happy to see so many people interested and each one of those people is 
connected to others so this is a wonderful way to spread the word. Kerry is now the Executive 
Director of the NJ School of Conservation, which is the oldest environmental education center 
in the country. They have school groups coming up from all over the state. They are focused on 
the middle school age group, usually 6th grade.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
National Wildlife Federation Commissioners’ Conservation Challenge update:  
• 4 planned events this year: Hope Green Fair, Sustainably Green Music & Arts Festival in 

Washington Borough, the Northwest New Jersey Rivers Conference, and the Warren County 
Fair. 

• Claire has submitted for and we have already been approved for many points based on 
steps we have taken so far. She printed out the dashboard for our review and to share our 
progress. 

• Claire reviewed the 4 components needed to certify a wildlife habitat. 
• Because we are a small county with 110,000 people, we only need to earn 400 points total, 

including schools which are worth 5 points. 
• Monica from Hope created the Commissioners’ Conservation Challenge poster with Holly 

from the county office. 
• Commissioner Kern reached out to Warren County Superintendent Rosalie Lamonte 

regarding encouraging the schools to participate in the Commissioners’ Conservation 
Challenge. 



• Commissioner Kern suggested that we purchase some of the outdoor NWF certified wildlife 
habitat signs to give to people who have certified properties in order to publicize the 
initiative. Claire requested we purchase 50 signs. 

• Matt noted that there is a law pending in NJ regarding invasive plants and Claire stated that 
our initiative will help educate people about planting natives and not planting invasive 
plants. Matt asked about how he could best support the Commissioners’ Conservation 
Challenge. He was asked to network and publicize the challenge and encourage people to 
register their properties. 

• It was noted that for every community that registers and encourages individuals to register, 
all of the points contribute to the county as well as the individual communities. 

• Commissioner Kern got permission for us to create a demonstration garden at the Wayne 
Dumont Jr. County Administration Building. Commissioner Kern would like to make it a 
requirement that we use native plants in landscaping at county buildings, and create a 
model ordinance for using native plants in public works projects. Commissioner Kern will 
also help to distribute the challenge posters and ask to have them posted in the local 
municipal buildings. He will loop in the Warren County Office on Aging and Disability 
Services regarding the Commissioners’ Challenge. 

• There will be a program in Phillipsburg at Shappell Park on April 21st for Earth Day as part of 
the Commissioners’ Challenge. Jennifer Correa-Kruegel is planning the program with 
NORWESCAP and the NJ Youth Corp. They will give away red oak tree saplings and bird 
house kits. Jenn is also doing a pollinator program at the Phillipsburg Library and will give 
away native plants.  

• The Musconetcong Watershed Association dinner is Thursday, February 29, at Hawk Pointe. 
 

Sustainable Jersey follow up discussion: We need to shcedule a meeting to bring the Warren 
County mayors, or municipal elected officials, together to talk about the Commissioners’ 
Challenge and Sustainable Jersey. The County could also apply for Sustainable Jersey 
Certification. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS: Commissioner Kern reported that funding for the nature center at Bread 
Lock Park and a fulltime Park Manager is in the 2024 Warren County budget which is going to 
be introduced on first reading next week. 
  
ADJOURNMENT: Motion made by Claire and seconded by Eric to adjourn at 8:45 pm.  All 
present voted in favor. 
 
Next Meeting Date: March 20, 2024, 7:00 pm. 
 
Submitted by: Josephine Noone 


