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Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

Minutes
Wednesday, December 18, 2024

CALL TO ORDER: 7:02 pm

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Clairanne Arcaro, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh, Matt Polsky, Erik Purasson, Audra
Frank

Absent: Commissioner James Kern

SALUTE TO FLAG

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes from October 16, 2024 motion to approve Audra Frank,
2" Clairanne Arcaro. Approved by acclamation.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Jennifer Correa-Kruegel, Warren County Park Naturalist, gave an update on the developments at
Bread Lock Park. The contents of the museum in Bread Lock Park are currently being moved to
a building at Meadow Breeze Park. The museum at Bread Lock Park will become a nature
center. Jennifer does monthly Wellness Walks at different Warren County Parks and will lead a
First Day Hike on January 1% at 10:00 am at White Lake in Hardwick.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

Kerry will follow up with Art Charlton to get our agendas and minutes posted to the WCEAC
page on the County of Warren website along with our contact information so that we can receive
correspondence.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS:

Clairanne Arcaro:

e Warren County Pollinator Protectors (Taskforce of WCEAC) meets monthly at the Hope
Community Center. They recently planted wildflowers at the DASACC building in
Washington. They would like a way to publicize what they are doing around the county,
provide environmental education, and recruit more volunteers. Kerry will ask Art Charlton to
add the link for the Pollinator Protectors website to the WCEAC page on the County of
Warren website, similar to what is done with the Environmental Education page.

e James Shope, Ph.D., a Research Associate at Rutgers University, Department of
Environmental Science, is willing to come and provide a presentation for us in March on the
effects of climate change. We would want to publicize the presentation in advance to ensure
municipal officials and the public are aware and invited. Matt is willing to follow up with
him to help plan this presentation/agenda.



Erik Purasson:

Erik felt that the context for what we mean by sustainable needs to be a part of presentations on
Sustainable Jersey. He noted that population, pollution, industrial production, etc. affect
sustainability. Kerry noted that given those factors, Sustainable Jersey focuses on actions that are
within the control of individual municipalities. Matt noted that Sustainable Jersey is successful
because they provide a way to teach about sustainability and a blueprint for actions that
municipalities can take, and they continue to innovate and adapt the program over time.

Matt Polsky:

Matt shared information about Samantha Murzenski’s Bridges to Better Health Girl Scout Gold
Award Project at the Pohatcong Creek Natural Area trail system on Mine Hill Road. The project
involved building 314 feet of bog bridges to make the trail more safe and accessible.

Josephine Noone:

Josephine and Jennifer Correa-Kruegel, Warren County Park Naturalist, will provide a
presentation on Threatened & Endangered Species and creating National Wildlife Federation
Backyard Wildlife Habitats on February 10, 2025, at 6:30 pm at the Washington Public Library
in Washington Borough.

Audra Frank:

Audra is on an SRAC Committee through Rotary which is focused on protecting pollinators.
Commissioner Kern (Chris Infinito provided an update):

At the January 8, 2025, Warren County Commissioners meeting there will be a resolution on the
agenda to award a contract for a feasibility study to assess Warren County facilities and develop
sustainability standards for energy efficiency and environmental responsiveness to SSP
Architectural Group of Somerville, New Jersey.

CHAIR REPORT Kerry Pflugh:

Filling a vacancy on our committee: We currently have the resume of someone who would like
to join our committee. We are waiting for one additional resume from someone who expressed
interest at the Sustainable Jersey Presentation. We have been tasked with interviewing the
interested people and making a recommendation to the Commissioners who would have to
approve the person. Matt will reach out to the other interested person to get a resume.

NEW BUSINESS:

Follow up on Sustainable Jersey Re-Introduction with Warren County Municipalities:

e Thank you to Matt Polsky for his hard work in organizing this event and to Audra Frank for
her help contacting people and sending out invitations. Thank you to Mayor Timothy
McDonough for serving as the moderator and sharing his experiences; to Randy Solomon,
Executive Director of Sustainable Jersey, for providing information on how to pursue
certification, benefits and challenges; and to Emily Hammer, Director of Public Works, for
sharing information on the upcoming carbon footprint analysis.

e We had a great turnout with several mayors present and very positive feedback. There was a
press release. Kerry was interviewed on the radio.

e We need to determine if we want to establish a Sustainable Jersey Hub here. Who would
make up that team? Matt is spearheading research and volunteer recruitment for the
establishment of our hub.

e Monica Sobon from Hope and Josephine Noone from Washington Borough are willing to
provide assistance to other municipalities who want to pursue Sustainable Jersey
Certification. Monica provided some examples of Sustainable Jersey actions that we could
make municipalities aware of through our website page, press releases, etc.



OLD BUSINESS:

Commissioner’s Challenge Community Wildlife Habitat Project Update:

Signs are being ordered to publicize that Warren County is a Certified Community Wildlife
Habitat.

OTHER BUSINESS: N/A

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn 8:37 pm Clairanne Arcoaro, 2™ Audra Frank. Approved
by acclamation.

NEXT MEETING DATE: We recommend continuing to meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.
January 15, 2025, 7:00 pm

Submitted by Josephine Noone



