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Warren County Environmental Advisory Board
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

RELS

Minutes
Wednesday, January 17, 2024
7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER - Chair Kerry Pflugh called the meeting to order at 7:10pm

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act
by forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily
Record and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the
Warren County Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In
order to assure full public participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the
meeting should submit any requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:
e Present: Commissioner James Kern, Clairanne Arcaro, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh,
Matt Polsky

e Absent: Eric Purasson and two open positions
SALUTE TO FLAG

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
e December 2023. Motion made by Claire to accept and seconded by Josephine. All
present voted in favor.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
e Guy Citrone from Tewksbury spoke about Block 2 lot 8 in Belvidere. He is concerned
about the environmental effects of development as it pertains to storm surge near the
Pequest, Emergency Services and resources needed, and truck traffic.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTS:

e Commissioner Kern and Claire spoke about the NWF “Commissioners Conservation
Challenge” that will kick off next month. A press release has been prepared and will
coincide with the Washington Boro presentation at the Library on February 12™. The
County Naturalist, Jennifer, is working with Josephine on the presentation.

e Josephine confirmed the date for the February event at the Library on Carlton in
Washington.

e Matt spoke about addressing Climate change and the effects it has on municipalities. He
also spoke of his mention in an article about a local Christmas tree farm and the actual
costs that go into producing these.



CHAIR REPORT:
e Kerry asked about the two open seats. Commissioner Kern is in the process of filling
these to bring the group up to seven members.

OLD BUSINESS
e Wildlife Challenge Announcement — Claire spoke as above.
e Commissioner Kern mentioned that the county is considering a native plant specification
to mimic the Federal Government’s new initiative.

NEW BUSINESS
e Presentation by Sustainable Jersey® — Randy Solomon, Executive Director

o Gave background of Sustainable Jersey®, with an update of how many
municipalities are registered and certified.

o Spoke of the advantages of the 10 hubs throughout the state, noted that Warren
and Sussex counties are not currently participating.

o There was a suggestion that a meet-and-greet with a kickoff by Hope’s Mayor
McDonough might get more municipalities engaged.

o Both Monica Sobon from Hope and Josephine Noone from Washington Boro
spoke about how the program was started in their towns and what it took to
become certified.

o There are currently only two towns certified in Warren County.

e Next Step

o Committee should review before the next meeting and develop a strategy to
move forward. Commissioner Kern mentioned a bus tour type of event to point
out what is working.

o Matt asked if we can advertise to residents that the WCEAC is actively engaged
with Sustainable Jersey® over the next year. We will try, but make no
commitment at this time.

OTHER BUSINESS: None

ADJOURNMENT: Motion made by Claire and Seconded by Josephine to adjourn at 9:30. All
present voted in favor.

Submitted by: Clairanne Arcaro



