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Warren County Environmental Advisory Committee
165 County Route 519 South, Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

MINUTES
Wednesday, October 16, 2024
7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER: 7:03 pm

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by
forwarding a notice of the date, time and location of the meeting to The Star-Ledger, The Daily Record
and the Warren County Clerk and by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board of the Warren County
Courthouse and Administration Building. Public participation is encouraged. In order to assure full public
participation, those individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the meeting should submit any
requests for special accommodations one week in advance.

ROLL CALL:
Commissioner James Kern, Clairanne Arcaro, Audra Frank, Josephine Noone, Kerry Pflugh, Matt Polsky,
Erik Purasson

Approximately 40 members of the public attended this meeting and presentation.
SALUTE TO FLAG
NEW BUSINESS

Sustainable Jersey Re-Introduction with Warren County Municipalities
Welcome - Commissioner James Kern, Director
Kerry Kirk Pflugh, Chair, Environmental Advisory Committee

Presentation

One Municipality’s Experience with Sustainable Jersey - Timothy McDonough, Mayor of Hope &
Monica Sabon, Green Team Chair

Hope has been Sustainable Jersey certified & has hosted a Green Fair since 2013. They also
have a Creative Team. They received a $10,000 grant for an Environmental Resource Inventory.
More details about their Sustainable Jersey Certification can be found on the Sustainable Jersey
website. Mayor McDonough is on the board of Sustainable Jersey. (See handout provided by
Hope.)

Explanation of Sustainable Jersey, Benefits, How to Pursue Certification, Challenges - Randy
Solomon, Executive Director, Sustainable Jersey

Actions are designed to be implemented by local governments and community volunteers, and
support our long-term quality of life through targeting the environment, and economic and
social systems, and providing guidance, resources, and choice about which programs work for
different municipalities. Sustainable Jersey provides grants and technical assistance to help
municipalities implement actions. Sustainable Jersey County Hubs allow municipalities to work
together on actions and projects.



How Warren County Government Will Do Its Carbon Reduction Footprint Analysis - Emily
Hammer, Warren County Director of Public Works

Warren County Carbon Footprint Reduction Program (in consultation with ssp architects):
e Energy Efficiency
e Renewable Energy
e Electric Vehicles
e Sustainable Materials, Design Standards
e Smart Growth Planning/Preservation
(See handout for more details.)

Q & A, Discussion:

e Sustainable Jersey for Schools encourages students and school staff to participate in
actions, which can be done collaboratively with municipalities.

e Rutgers rain garden program provides assistance with creating rain gardens.

e Benefits of reforestation for carbon sequestration and benefits of buffers of trees along
roads and highways for carbon sequestration and as sound barriers.

e Importance and benefits of repurposing and recycling materials.

e Ways that counties can partner with municipalities on sustainable initiatives.

e Farmer asked if it was possible to recycling polypropylene feed bags.

e Question about how to create a Green Team in a municipality.

e Large show of support in the audience for establishing a Warren County Hub.

e Discussion of Community Energy Planning Grant ($10-25,000 grant) which leads to
eligibility for implementation fund grants from the State of NJ for up to $250,000.

Final Remarks - Commissioner Kern and Mayor McDonough
ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn Commissioner Kern, 2" Clairanne Arcaro 8:38 pm
NEXT MEETING DATE: November 20, 7:00 pm

Submitted by: Josephine Noone



