
1 
 

 WARREN COUNTY MORRIS CANAL COMMITTEE 
c/o Warren County Department of Land Preservation 

500 Mt. Pisgah Avenue, PO Box 179 
Oxford, NJ 07863 

 
 

November 4, 2024 
 

MINUTES 
 

Call to Order: Mr. Lee III opened the meeting at 5:36PM. 

Roll Call: 

Members Present: Charles Fineran, Tim Roth, Paul Tarlowe, Dave Detrick, Jim Lee III  

Members Absent: Randy Piazza Sr. 

Staff Present: Elizabeth Roy, Kim Barnes 

Minutes: Mr. Fineran motioned to approve the 10/7/24 meeting minutes as is, seconded by 
Mr. Roth. All voted in favor. Minutes accepted. 

Public Comment (on agenda items): None 

Correspondence/Communication: None   

Bills & Budget: There is about $1,600 left to spend before December. There will be an 
additional shipping charge from Mixed Media to ship the Lock 10, Morris Canal Way, and 
Campbell House panels. Ms. Roy thought it should not be more than $100, and will receive the 
invoice this week. The panels are done, although we do not have the invoice from 
MacGraphics yet for the design of the panels. Other suggestions made last month to spend the 
money were printing the main Morris Canal Greenway brochure (after editing it) and 
purchasing kiosks from the Parks Foundation. Mr. Detrick explained that the Parks Foundation 
sells the kiosks as a fundraiser, so the $600 includes the materials to build the kiosk plus some 
extra. The Campbell House panel will go in the existing kiosk at the site with slight 
modification. The only thing needed is a piece of Lexan on the backside because it will be a 
back-to-back panel. A kiosk is needed at Morris Canal Way for the Steve’s Café panel. The 
other panels for Lock 10 will be on four pedestals. Mr. Detrick wasn’t sure of the price for each 
pedestal, but thought they are around $140 each. The cost of the kiosk, pedestals, and 
modifying an existing kiosk would use up the rest of the budget. Ms. Roy stated that in the past 
the MCC has never paid for a kiosk. It was always the Dept. of Land Preservation purchasing 
them. Mr. Fineran made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lee III, to purchase the kiosk for the 
Steve’s Café panel, the piece of Lexan for the Campbell House kiosk, and the pedestals for 
the Lock 10 panels with the remaining MCC budget. Mr. Detrick wanted to make note that this 
is not to set a precedent, and in the future, the MCC would still like to rely on the county to 
purchase these types of items. All agreed. Mr. Roth abstained, but all other members voted in 
favor of spending the remaining budget as discussed. Motion passed. 
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Mr. Detrick said Parks Foundation Trustee Judy has been working with the group on Saturdays 
and he is trying to think of a good project she can work on while sitting down. He said she was 
really good with the puzzles in the past and that would be a good project for her now. If there is 
money left in the budget, Mr. Detrick made a motion to ask Nick at Mixed Media to fabricate 
three 2’x1’ panels (or as money as budget allows) for Judy to cut out. Since the WCPF 
museum will be moving to Washington Twp., the pictures could be of the inclined planes in 
Washington Twp. This would also provide something for kids to do at the museum. Mr. Fineran 
seconded the motion. Mr. Roth abstained, but all other members voted in favor. Motion 
passed. 

New Business: 

Mr. Roth gave an update on the Port Colden tour on Saturday, 11/16. It was going to be a 
walking tour, but some of the residents had concerns, so they will transport people by vehicle.  

Mr. Roth also mentioned the Rockport Road property acquisition. It is part of the Morris Canal 
Greenway prism. Over the winter, the Parks Foundation will help the county develop a trail on 
the property, which can be connected to the existing Rockport towpath trail. He and Beth Hehn 
are meeting with Corey Tierney on 11/19 at 10am to walk the site and plan it out. Mr. Tarlowe 
said he would join them. 

Reports of Officers and Committees: 

Land Preservation Project Updates: 

Phillipsburg: Nothing to report. 

Pohatcong: Mr. Lee III saw people looking at the sign when they were there for football. 

Lopatcong/Plane 10 West/Lock Street: 

Mr. Lee III reported the Eagle Scout completed his project of replacing the old bridges and the 
old wood has been removed. He did a good job painting and even replaced the wood boards in 
the bench. Mr. Detrick suggested installing interpretive panels by the bridges next year. Mr. 
Tarlowe said a letter of thanks should be sent to the Eagle Scout. Mr. Lee volunteered he 
would write the letter on behalf of the Committee.  

Strykers Road: Nothing to report. 

Port Warren/Plane 9 West:  

Ms. Roy said Mr. Tierney is working with the Public Works Department and the Bridge & Road 
Depts. to try to get a pedestrian bridge installed at Plane 9. The head of the Dept. of Public 
Works told Mr. Lee III that they had an idea for a pedestrian bridge at the bottom of the hill. It 
would not involve removing the existing bridge. Mr. Lee III got a call from the NJ Youth Corps 
about giving them a tour on 11/13. They have a new class starting and will do a final mow and 
rake leaves. 
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Ms. Roy said she had previously emailed Mr. Lee III a link to a drop box with her draft 
documents for the project authorization for the turbine improvements, the timber replacement, 
and the headwall and tailrace exit sidewalls. She will wait to hear Mr. Lee III’s comments on 
them before moving forward. 

Mr. Lee II asked if there was an update on purchasing Ken Miller’s property. Ms. Roy reported 
that the county continues to work on the acquisition. 

Bread Lock Park:  

Mr. Detrick said all items the Parks Foundation owns have been cleaned out of the front of the 
shop and moved to the back. The county purchased a shed for storage of the county’s 
belongings behind the shop. He has been working on disassembling the displays that are in 
the BLP museum building, but has also been busy working on the new Meadow Breeze Park 
(Washington Twp.) location. He is trying to work as fast as he can so the county can proceed 
with its plans for the environmental center at BLP. Mr. Detrick said the new museum will be 
called the Museum of Meadow Breeze Park and it will include items from Washington Twp. 
and surrounding areas. It will be managed by Washington Twp., not the county. 

Port Colden/Plane 6 West:  

The Port Colden tour on 11/16 was discussed earlier. 

Port Murray: Nothing to report.  

Florence Kuipers: Nothing to report. 

Bilby Road: Nothing to report. 

Projects:   

Mr. Lee III stated he still has not contacted the webmaster to review what can be done with the 
current website (exploremorriscanal.org) for the Myra Snook tribute and other expanded virtual 
content. He will try to get it done this year. 

Mr. Lee III intends to work on editing the Morris Canal Greenway brochure, which will then be 
printed.  

Events/Education/Public Awareness:   

The History Trail weekend was 11/2-11/3. Mr. Roth, Mr. Lee III, and Mr. Tarlowe were at the 
replica canal boat at Bread Lock Park on Sunday. 

The Youth Corps tour at Plane 9 West on 11/13 and the Port Colden tour on 11/16 were 
mentioned earlier. 

The Warren County Bicentennial Gala will be on 11/12 at 6pm at David’s Country Inn and is 
sold out! 

Public Comment: None.   
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Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held virtually on December 9, 2024 at 5:30PM.  

Adjournment: There being no further business, Mr. Fineran made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Mr. Lee III. All voted in favor. Meeting adjourned at 6:10PM. 

 

          Respectfully Submitted, 

          Kim Barnes 

          Staff Representative  
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