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WARREN COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

165 County Route 519, South
Belvidere, NJ 07823-1949

RESOLUTION

On a motionby Mr. Hann , secondedby Mr.Wyhopen
the following resolution was adopted by the Warren County Planning Board at a meeting
held on October 31,2005.

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE WAHREN COUNTY STRATEGIC GROWTH
PLAN AS REVISED OCTOBER, 2005

WHEREAS, the Warren County Planning Board is empowered to make and adopt a
Master Plan for the physical development of the County in accordance with N.J.S.A
40:27-2; and

WHEREAS, an element of the Master Plan includes the Strategic Growth Plan for
Warren County; and

WHEREAS, the Warren County Planning Department received grants in 2002 trom the
Office of the Smart Growth and the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority to
prepare a Strategic Growth Plan and transportation technical study for the County; and

WHEREAS, the firm Edwards and Kelcey was contracted to perform the necessary
work though a competitive contracting procedure; and

WHEREAS, to carry out the planning process a Steering Committee consisting of
representatives trom the county's twenty-two municipalities, the County Planning Board,
and other agencies and interests, was formed and met periodically over a two year period
to review and discuss findings, reports, and polices to formulate the Plan; and

WHEREAS, the final draft Strategic Growth Plan, dated December 2004 was subject to
a public of the Warren County Planning Board on June 27,2005, and continued on July
25, 2005; and

WHEREAS, copies of the proposed County Strategic Growth Plan were sent by
certified mail or personal service to the municipal clerk and the secretary of the planning
board in each municipality of the County, and

WHEREAS, comments and questions were raised at the hearings and through written
comments that resulted in amendments to the December, 2004 draft plan and reflected in
the revision dated October 2005.



RESOLUTION: Adopting Strategic Growth Plan
Page 2

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Strategic Growth Plan, as revised
October 2005, which takes the form of a report consisting of text, tables, and maps
entitled, Warren County Strategic Growth Plan be adopted; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that attested copies of this plan be sent to the Board of
Chosen Freeholders, the governing bodies of each municipality in Warren County, the
Board of Recreation Commissioners, the New Jersey Office of Smart Growth, the North
Jersey Transportation Planning Authority, the planning boards of Sussex, Morris, and
Hunterdon Counties, the Highlands Planning Counci~ and the Lehigh Valley Planning
Commission.

ROLL CALL:

Mr. Chamberlain - absent
Ms. Dunn - yes
Mr. Frey - yes
Mr. Gardner - absent
Mr. Hann - yes
Mr. Hicks - yes
Ms. Pasquarelli - yes
Mr. Smith - yes
Mr. Wyhopen - yes

I hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Warren County
Planning Board on the date above mentioned.

cJ)J K )).A , Planning Director
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1. INTRODUCTION

The role of the Strategic Plan is to provide policy guidance for local plans, guide
future investment in the transportation network, ensure that adequate public facilities
exist and to accommodate growth where it can be best coordinated. The Plan also
helps to coordinate local planning activities with the New Jersey State Development
and Redevelopment Plan as described in the Background below.

This chapter describes the role the Strategic Plan will play in the coordination of local
land use plans and the State Plan. It also provides an overview of the process that
was followed to develop the Strategic Plan. The subsequent chapters of the Plan
explain the outcome of the steps in planning process in greater detail. An overview
map of Warren County and its 22 municipalities is provided in Figure 1 (see next
page).

I. BACKGROUND

The Strategic Plan will be used to revise the Warren County General Development
Plan of 1979 as well as the Transportation Plan of 1984. The funding purpose and
role of the plan are described below.

A. Funding

In 2002, Warren County received a grant from the New Jersey Office of Smart
Growth to complete a Regional Strategic Plan. A Regional Strategic Plan is
defined in the State Plan as:

"a plan that is developed through a partnership of state, county, regional and
municipal agencies for labor markets or other areas that define the needs,
opportunities, vision and regional objectives and strategies for:

. land use;

. redevelopment;

. economic development;

. housing;

. public facilities and services;

. environmental protection and conservation;

. intergovernmental coordination; and

. quality of community life."

The Warren County Strategic Plan is a result of this partnership.

The Smart Growth grant was accompanied by a grant from the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Agency (NJTPA) to conduct a Transportation
Technical Study. The Technical Study examined the future cumulative
transportation impacts of the current zoning in all 22 municipalities as well as
for the alternative land use scenario. It is further discussed in Chapters 3
(Existing Conditions) and 4 (Alternatives Analysis).
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Figure 1
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B. Roleof Plan

As established in the New Jersey County Planning Enabling Act (NJRS 40:27-
2) the County Planning Board is responsible for preparing and adopting a plan
for the physical development of the county. This Strategic Plan fulfills that
responsibility.

Under the State Planning Act, counties playa vital role in the preparation and
update of the State Plan. They also negotiate Cross-acceptance between the
State Planning Commission and municipalities. Cross-acceptance is the
process of comparing the provisions and maps of municipal, county and
regional plans and regulations with the State Plan. It includes the dialogue
that occurs among participants during and after this process to achieve
consistency among the plans. The three phases of Cross-acceptance are
comparison, negotiation and final review.

The Countywide Strategic Plan presents an opportunity to incorporate State
Plan policies in the Warren County General Development Plan. Thus, the
Strategic Plan serves as an intermediary between the state and municipalities.

The Strategic Plan also serves as a guide to the 22 municipalities in Warren
County on local planning decisions. The State enabling legislation also
encourages the County Planning Board to seek the cooperation of
municipalities within the county in the implementation of the Strategic Plan.
Although local governments are empowered by the state to undertake land
use planning and management, local land use decisions are often fragmented.
This results in uncoordinated development patterns as well as spillover effects
across municipal and county boundaries. This is shown in the buildout
analysis under existing zoning for the municipalities as described in Chapter 4.

The State Plan and the Strategic Plan seek to increase the effectiveness of
local planning by enhancing intergovernmental coordination. The County Plan
recommendations serve as a menu of strategies that could be used by the
county and municipalities to facilitate the coordination of local plans with the
plans of other municipalities in the county as well as with other levels of
government.

II. PLANNING PROCESS

The Strategic Plan was developed by the Warren County Planning Department with
the assistance of a Steering Committee. The Steering Committee was comprised of
up to four representatives from each of the County's 22 municipalities. The
committee members were typically representatives of the local governments and
environmental, agricultural and business communities. In addition, a series of public
workshops and focus groups were conducted to solicit additional input at key points in
the planning process. These are described below.
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